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Weekend of mixed fortunes for “Thunder” men’s team 
 

Impressive defensive display sees “Thunder” home against “Hoods II” 
 

Men’s National League Division 4 
(Midlands Conference) 

 

Nottingham “Hoods II” 53 – 73  Northants “Thunder” 
 

The Northants “Thunder” senior men missing a couple of key players, consolidated their mid-table 
position with a comfortable win over Conference strugglers Nottingham “Hoods II” last Saturday.  
 

Having established a 22-16 lead after the first period of play “Thunder” lost concentration at the 
start of the second quarter and found themselves trailing 27-26 midway through the period. Coach 
Grahame Yates called a time out and his players responded with a 12-zero charge but they were 
only leading 38-31 at half time. 
 

That lead was extended to 55-44 by the end of the third but “Hoods” were still very much in the 
contest. Any hope the home side had of clinching a win quickly disappeared at the start of the 
fourth quarter as “Thunder” mounted a 9-2 run and they proceeded to keep their opponents 
scoreless for the final three minutes of the game to clinch the win. 
 

In the 20 point victory the “Thunder” scoring was led by Matt Yates with 25 points, good support 
coming from Richard Higgins and Jake Barr.   

 
“Thunder” dumped out of Shield by “Mets” 

 

National Shield 
(Round 3) 

 

Birmingham “Mets”  84 – 61  Northants “Thunder” 
 

Following their Conference win against “Hoods” on Saturday evening, “Thunder” were back on 
court the following afternoon for a National Shield game against Birmingham “Mets”. “Thunder” 
went into the game full of confidence despite facing opponents from a higher division. 
 

“Thunder” made a confident start to the game forcing “Mets” into a number of errors and at the end 
of the first quarter the two teams were locked together at 16 points all. “Thunder” stayed in touch 
through the second period of play but they were failing to execute their offence with any kind of 
fluidity. Towards the end of the period “Thunder” were guilty of a number of basic errors and 
“Mets” were able to seize the initiative to lead 41-33 at the half.   
 

If “Thunder” had struggled to score in the second quarter things got even worse in the third. Not 
only did they find difficulty in scoring they conceded easy scores by repeatedly turning the ball over 
against the “Mets” pressure defence. “Thunder” were outscored 13-24 during the quarter to trail  
46-65 going into the final period of play 



With a preverbal mountain to climb some of “Thunder’s” more experienced players thought the 
answer to the problem was to take on the opposition single-handedly which resulted in poor shot 
selection as “Mets” extended their lead. The final deficit might well have been around thirty points 
had it not been for a late rally led by Antonoi Darkwa, Jacob Holt and Tom Higgins. 
 

There were a lot of lessons to be learnt from the defeat for the players and coaching staff, and these 
will have to be taken on board before Saturday’s Conference clash against high flying Team Derby. 
 

In the disappointing loss Holt top scored with 16 points while Johnny Yates contributed 11. 
 
 

Junior Men well beaten by West Bromwich 
 

Junior Men’s National League 
(Midlands West Conference) 

 

West Bromwich Albion 81 – 46  Northants “Thunder”  
 

This clash between the top two teams in the Midlands West Conference was expected to be a close 
run thing but when “Thunder” were blown away in the second quarter the result already vitually 
decided, became more of a training run for the West Bromwich boys. 
 

The expected competitive clash was certainly on view in the first period of play with the two teams 
sharing 40 points. What went wrong for “Thunder” in the second was hard to work out but there is 
no doubt that their ‘heads went down’ as they leaked 23 points while managing just 3 themselves. 
 

With the game as good as decided at 43-23 to WBA the final two quarters were more competitive 
but there was never any real threat that “Thunder” would close the gap as they slipped to their 
second Conference defeat of the season. 
 

In the big loss Cameron Samuels with 10 points, was the only “Thunder” player to score in double 
figures.      

 
 

Cadet Boys almost snatch defeat from the jaws of victory 
 

Under 16 Boys National League 
Midlands West Conference 

 

City of Birmingham “Rockets” 53 – 61  Northants “Thunder” 
 

Looking to recover from the previous week’s mauling at the hands of Worcester “Bears” the 
previous week the Northants cadet boys made an excellent start against City of Birmingham 
“Rockets”, jumping out to 21-8 first quarter lead. “Thunder” were controlling the defensive boards 
which enabled them to launch fast breaks with Adam Lewandowski and Connor White on hand to 
convert lay up scores. 
 

Having controlled the tempo of the game “Thunder” became totally lethargic in the second period 
of play. Forced into half court offence “Thunder” struggled to score managing just 5 points before 
Lewandowski converted all three free throws after being fouled shooting a ‘hail mary’ at the end of 
the quarter. Thank goodness for “Thunder” their defence had remained tight and they only lost the 
quarter 8-11 to lead 29-19 at half time. 
 

The third quarter saw C.O.B. playing with more confidence and with a number of “Thunder” 
players struggling at the offensive end they were able to reduce the deficit by a further point edging 
the period 16-15. 
 



By now the alarm bells were ringing for “Thunder” and at the start of the final period of play their 
defence up until looking very sound, totally collapsed. “Rockets” were able to score on fast breaks 
as well as from the perimeter and close to basket and they went on an 11-zero charge as “Thunder” 
went scoreless for six minutes. Coach John Collins had stern word for his players during a time out 
and they responded well with their confidence restored thanks to a White ‘floater’.  
 

With “Rockets” still boasting a narrow lead Grigori Litsai put “Thunder” back in front with an ‘and 
one’. Litsai also did a good job defensive and “Thunder” closed the game out with a 13-4 run to 
take a 61-53 victory their scoring led by Lewandowski with 22 points, White contributing 15. 
 

Coach Collins was confused by his team’s Jekyll and Hyde performance, “For ten minutes at the 
start of the game and three minutes at the end we were unstoppable but for the other twenty-seven 
minutes we ‘stank the place out’. On a positive note I was very pleased with the rebounding of 
Jacob Barlow-Hurdeman and the defensive play of Grigori Litsai at the end of the game.” 
 

After the game the “Thunder” team were introduced to former NBA legend Hakeem Olajuwon. 
 

 
 
 

Under 16 Girls are second best against Stockport 

 
Under 16 Girls National League 

(North Conference) 
Stockport “Lapwings”  51 – 44  Northants “Lightning” 

 

After their morale boosting win against Lancashire “Spinners” the previous week the Northants 
Cadette girls travelled up the M6 for the second time in three weeks and for the second time 
returned having suffered a narrow defeat. 
 

The game against Stockport “Lapwings” was a close run affair with “Lightning” playing ‘catch up’ 
after losing the first period of play 13-20. The Northants girls became more of an offensive threat in 
the second and third quarters thanks to some patient pass and move offence combined by some 
good penetrative drives to basket. 
 
 



Going into the last ten minutes of play “Lightning” trailed 37-43 with a victory still a very real 
possibility. Lightning were able to create a number of scoring opportunities during the concluding 
period but despite their best efforts they just couldn’t close the gap slipping to a 44-51 defeat. 
 

The “Lightning” scoring was led by Dina Kosnikovska and Sade Chambers with 13 and 10 points 
respectively, good support coming from Poppy Barnett, Janika Siafa, Lucy Needham and Chloe 
Stevens. 

 
 

Excellent ‘road’ win for Under 14 Boys 
 

Under 14 Boys National League 
(Midlands West Conference) 

Shropshire “Warriors” 58 - 78  Northants “Thunder” 
 

The Northants under 14 Boys travelled to winless Shropshire “Warriors” last Saturday hoping to get 
back to winning ways having not won since the opening game of the season. 
 

Despite the “Warriors” winless record, it was the hosts who began the game most  in the more 
positive fashion, jumping out to a 6-1 lead in the opening minutes. “Thunder” were very lethargic 
and sluggish showing no interest in playing defence or team basketball on offensive. Back to back 
scores from Ashley Kitchen tried to kick start “Thunder’s” offence but the “Warriors” boasted 10-7 
lead at the end of the opening quarter. 
 
 

“Thunder” displayed a more convincing performance in the second quarter implementing a full 
court press which disrupted and unsettled the “Warriors” forcing consecutive turnovers. A 13-zero 
run by “Thunder” gave them a 28-16 lead midway through the quarter with Tom Greenfield and 
Ashley Kitchen causing the damage on offence. “Warriors” did display a spirited performance to 
reduce the deficit reducing “Thunder’s” lead at the half to 31-22. 
 
 

Northants showed their dominance in the 3rd quarter outscoring the hosts 27-16 with Kitchen once 
again “Thunder’s” main offensive threat as he recorded 12 points in the quarter. A 10-zero surge by 
“Thunder” extended their lead, but the young side were guilty of not boxing out on the defensive 
rebounds giving “Warriors” second and third chance shots. 
 

With “Thunder” leading 58-38 entering the fourth quarter; Coach Rob Crump was able to field a 
young line up on the floor which saw young players Dylan Dominici and James Marshall contribute 
to the score line as Northants secured their second win of the season. 
 
 

“Thunder” were led in scoring by Ashley Kitchen with 33 points, while Tom Greenfield and Kris 
Dambrauskas contributed 10 and 11 points respectively. 
 
 

Coach Crump commented “It is important we learn to approach games with the correct mindset 
regardless of the opposition’s record. We were very sluggish and lacked energy on the floor in the 
opening quarter, however we demonstrated the quality we are capable of displaying on defence in 
the second and third quarters which helped fuel our offense. It is pleasing to secure another win and 
we will look to build on this performance moving forwards.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTION 

Saturday  18th November 
 9-30am to 11-00am Junior “Ballers” session. 
        11-30am Under 14 Boys versus Abingdon “Eagles” 
       1-45pm Under 16 Boys versus Team Birmingham “Elite” 
                   3-45pm Junior Men versus Team Birmingham “Elite II” 
          6-00pm Senior Men versus Team Derby 
 

All these games will be played ay the Basketball Centre which is situated at 
Northampton School for Girls, Spinney Hill Road, Northampton 

 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 

   Under 16 and Under 14 Girls travel to Derby “Trailblazers” 
         

For more information contact: John Collins on 07801 533 151 


