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Important win for “Thunder”  
 

Men’s National League Division 4 
(Midlands Conference) 

 

Northants “Thunder”  95 – 84  Team Derby 
 

The Northants senior men achieved their best result of the current season with an 11 point win over 
second placed Team Derby. The final winning margin could have been a lot bigger had it not been 
some poor clock management, plus eight missed free throws at the end of the game. 
 

Team Derby edged a cagey first period of play 16-14 but a defensive switch in the second quarter 
proved to be decisive with “Thunder” going on a decisive 23-8 run to open up a 12 point lead by 
half time. 
 

The third period of play saw both teams going on dominant runs with a 12-2 Derby charge getting 
the visitors back to within four points at 45-49. “Thunder” responded another defensive change 
resulting in a 20-zero run of their own to open up a 69-50 lead going into the last period of play. 
 

“Thunder” had been paying a great deal of attention to Derby sharp shooter, Watts but in the final 
quarter it was guard Owussi-Ansah who caused the home side problems with a number of powerful 
drives to basket. “Thunder” also made things difficult for themselves by missing free throws and 
not keeping possession of the basketball. Despite a few scares “Thunder” held on for the win which 
moves them up to joint fourth place in the Conference and they have another opportunity to display 
their recent improvement on Saturday, when they travel to second placed University of Nottingham. 
 

In last Saturday’s win Jacob Colt top scored with 25 points with good support coming from Jake 
Barr and Matt Yates who both scored 18 points. Coach John Collins was quick to praise the back 
court control of Johnny Yates, the rebounding of Richard Higgins and Jake Wyatt and the vital 
scores from Tom Higgins and Sam Mennell.  

 
Junior Men go down to Team Birmingham 

 

Junior Men’s National League 
(Midlands West Conference) 

 

Northants “Thunder”  65 – 74  Team Birmingham 
 

The Northants junior men slipped to their second consecutive defeat after going down by 9 points to 
Team Birmingham. The loss was particularly disappointing because “Thunder” had led 28-9 after 
an impressive first quarter which saw six players contributing to their point’s total. What happened 
after that was a mystery to Coach Darijus Maldutis as his team was outscored 37-65 over the next 
three periods of play. “Thunder” did mount an 8-2 run late in the game to get the scores back to  
64-65 but then they were guilty of too much individual play and managed only one more point in 
the rest of the game. 



In the nine point defeat Cameron Samuels top scored for “Thunder” with 25 points but only Ed 
Wallhead with 11 points was able to score in double figures. 
 

The team will be hoping to get back to winning ways this weekend when they take on lowly 
Coventry “Tornadoes” 

 
Richardson too much for Cadet Boys to handle 

 
Under 16 Boys National League 

(Midlands West Conference) 
 

Northants “Thunder”  59 – 81  Team Birmingham 
 

The Northants cadet boys were hit by a 53 point blitz from Team Birmingham guard, Richardson as 
they lost by 22 points to the West Midlanders”. “Thunder” knew that undefeated Team Birmingham 
were going to be tough opponents and so it proved and the Northants boys could be well pleased 
with their efforts in the first quarter which was edged 22-18 by the visitors 16 of those points 
coming from Richardson. 
 

Richardson contributed a further 14 points in the second period of play but the main problem for 
“Thunder” was their inability to score managing just seven points in the ten minutes of play as 
Birmingham poured in 21. 
 

Trailing 24-43 at half time “Thunder” were competitive in the last two periods of play actually 
winning the fourth quarter 22-18 but no matter what they tried they were unable to contain the 
impressive Richardson. 
 

Coach John Collins was pleased that eight of his players managed to score led by 19 points from 
Adam Lewandowski  with good support coming from Patrick Adeji and Connor White.  
 

Under 14 Boys National League 
 

Northants “Thunder”  70 – 84  Abingdon “Eagles” 
 

Much improved performance from Under 14 Girls 
 

Under 14 Girls National League 
(Midland Conference) 

 
Derby “Trailblazers”  75 – 55  Northants “Lightning” 

 

When these two teams met earlier in the season, Derby were triumphant by over 50 points, no 
wonder Coach Karen Goodrich commented that Saturday’s 20 point loss felt more like a victory.  
 

The improvement of the Northants girls was clearly seen in the first period of play when they only 
trailed 18-20 against the talented “Trailblazers” team. Unfortunately, the girls got a little over 
confident in the second quarter and their play became increasingly ill-disciplined and Derby were 
able to capitalise and win the period 33-11 to establish a 53-29 half time lead. 
 
Coach Goodrich’s half time team talk was all about restoring discipline and her players took her 
message on board. Led by the example of Dina Kosnikovska they began to play as a team and with 
increasing confidence. So much so that they actually won the second half 26-22; finally losing the 
game by 22 points. 
 
 



In the encouraging performance Kosnikovska led the “Lightning” scoring with 18 personal points 
with no less than eight other “Lightning” players getting on the score sheet. Goodrich was delighted 
with the rebounding contributions of Ashia King, the defensive play of Isabella Rinon and the all-
round effort of Fiona Arthur. 
 

This weekend “Lightning” take on Leicester “Warriors”, a team they lost to narrowly earlier in the 
season. They will be hoping to reverse that result on Saturday  

 
 

 
THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTION 

Saturday  25th November 
 9-30am to 11-00am Junior “Ballers” session. 
        11-30am Under 14 Girls versus Leicester “Warriors” 
       1-30pm Under 16 Girls versus Leicester “Warriors” 
                   3-30pm Junior Men versus Coventry “Tornadoes” 
           

All these games will be played ay the Basketball Centre which is situated at 
Northampton School for Girls, Spinney Hill Road, Northampton 

 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 

   Under 14 Boys travel to Bristol “Flyers” 
      Under 16 Boys travel to Shropshire “Warriros” 
   Senior Men travel to University of Nottingham 
      

   Under 15 Boys and Under 11 Central Venue League at N.S.B.  
 
Sunday 26th November 
     Under 14 Girls travel to Bucks “Hornets” 
 

For more information contact: John Collins on 07801 533 151 


