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PRESS   RELEASE 
 

Blank weekend for Northants Senior Men 
 

The Northants senior men had two games over the last weekend and came off second best in both 
contests. 

National League Division 4 
(Midlands Conference) 

Northants “Thunder”  69 – 76  Derby “Trailblazers II” 
 

Against the Derby “Trailblazers” second string “Thunder” were well in contention for the first two 
periods of the contest. Thanks to the mercurial efforts of Jacob Holt they trailed by just a single 
point 37-38 at half time. 
 

The game was won and lost in the third period of play with “Thunder” struggling to contain 
Derby’s, Ugo, who closed the game with 31 personal points. During this ten minute period 
“Thunder” were guilty of a number of ill-disciplined offences allowing the visitors to take the 
initiative. 
 

Trailing 51- 64 going into the last quarter Coach John Collins made some defensive adjustments 
and asked for more discipline on offence. His players responded well and a 7-zero run gave 
“Thunder” just a chance of snatching victory but “Trailblazers” responded with a 6-zero run of their 
own to hold on for the seven point win. 
 

In the disappointing loss Holt top scored for “Thunder” with 17 points. No other player was able to 
get into double figures but Collins was delighted with the performance of returnee Jake Wyatt who 
scored 9 points and hauled down 14 rebounds. 
 

 
“Tauras” twin towers too much for brave “Thunder” 

 
National Cup Round 2 

Northants “Tauras”  91 – 85  Northants “Thunder” 
 

Less than 24 hours after the loss to Derby “Trailblazers”, the Northants senior men were back on 
court against local rivals Northants “Tauras. After a delayed start “Thunder” attempted to play an 
up-tempo game against a seriously depleted “Tauras” outfit and the tactic worked as they jumped 
out to a 16-7 lead. 
 

A time out calmed down the home side and they began to capitalise on their height advantage and 
by the end of the quarter had closed the gap to 22-25 but “Thunder” were playing with a great deal 
more discipline than the previous evening. 
 

 



“Thunder” were trying to pressurise the “Tauras” guards but they were hit by the home sides inside, 
outside game which saw Sateiva hit four long range bombs as “Thunder” defenders collapsed in on 
the “Tauras” big men. The home side took the period 28-18 to lead 50-43 at half time but 
“Thunder” were still well in the game. 
 

The third period of play was a cagey affair with both teams enjoying periods of dominance as 
“Tauras” maintained their seven point adavantage. 
 

At the start of the final quarter “Tauras” jumped out to a 15 point lead thanks to a brace of three-
pointers from Spukas and three baskets from the unstoppable force that was Butkevicius. “Thunder” 
coach John Collins took a time out and asked his team to employ an aggressive full court zone 
press. The tactic had an immediate effect as “Thunder” forced a number of turn-overs which 
launched them on a 14-4 run to close the gap to 86-81. Unfortunately it was a case of too little too 
late and despite finishing the game with only four active players “Tauras” held on for the win. 
 

Matt Yates and Jacob Holt led the “Thunder” scoring with 24 and 23 points respectively while for 
“Tauras”, Butkevicius had a massive 38 point haul. 
 

Despite being disappointed about the loss Collins was pleased that his team had played much better 
as a unit. 
 

Dominant third period sees of Junior Men home 
 

Junior Men’s National League 
Northants “Thunder”  73 – 52  Team Birmingham Elite II 

 

A storming third quarter saw the Northants junior men home against the Team Birmingham “Elite” 
second string. Leading 32-24 at half time, “Thunder” took the third period of play 26-12 to virtually 
put the final doubt beyond doubt. To add insult to injury the Birmingham coaching staff picked up a 
brace of technical fouls leading them to sign the score sheet under protest. 
 

Elite did win the final period of play 16-15 as “Thunder” coach Darius Maldutis sat down some of 
his senior players but the home side still ran out comfortable winners by 73 points to 52. 
 

In the 21 point victory, Chris Amankonah led the “Thunder” scoring with 21 points good support 
coming from the Ed’s Taylan and Wallhead with 14 and 10 points respectively     

 
“Thunder” Cadets too strong for “Tornadoes” 

 
Under 16 Boys National League  

(Midlands Conference) 
Coventry “Tornadoes”  50 – 69  Northants “Thunder” 

 

After their narrow defeat in the National Cup the previous week the Northants cadet boys travelled 
to Coventry for their first Conference game of the season. They returned having recorded a 19 point 
win in a game controlled by just one referee and inexperienced table officials. They will need to 
reflect on a third quarter when they were outscored 8-16 thanks to some erratic passing and selfish 
play. Luckily by this time they had established a 44-22 lead but the scores were still too close for 
comfort at 57-49 midway through the final stanza. At this stage “Thunder” mounted a 12-zero run 
to close out the game. 
 

The “Thunder” players will need to understand what earned them the win and make sure they don’t 
repeat the bad habits of the third quarter in future games. 
 

In the 19 point win Adam Lewandowski top scored with 24 points and he was well supported by 
Connor White and Grigori Litsai with 17 and 14 points respectively. 
 



Tough day at the office for Under 16 Girls 
 

Under 16 Girls National League 
(North Conference) 

Northants “Lightning”  45 – 101 Derby “Trailblazers” 
                               

The “Lightning” Under 16 girls found the going very tough against a “Trailblazers” team that was 
able to play at a high tempo that made life uncomfortable for the Northants girls for the whole of 
the game. 
 

Trailing 5-16 after the first quarter Coach Janis Kosnikovskis made some offensive adjustments and 
this resulted in a much more effective performance thanks to better ball movement. Despite the 
improvements “Lightning” found themselves trailing by 20 points to 51 at half time. 
 

“Trailblazers” maintained their intensity during the third quarter and this restricted “Lightning” to 
just five points while pouring in 24 themselves. With the game over as a contest it would have been 
easy for the “Lightning” players to give up but just the opposite happened. The Northants girls kept 
battling and only lost the final period of play 18-26 and finished the game on a high after executing 
an out of bounds play. 
 

In the 45 to 101 loss, “Lightning’s scoring” was led by Dina Kosnikovska with 23 points and she 
was well supported by Lucy Needham with 12. Coach Kosnikovskis mad special mention of the 
rebounding efforts of Poppy Barnett, Sade Chambers, and Niamh Saysell  

 
Heavy loss for Under 14 Girls 

 
Under 14 Girls National League 

(Midlands Conference) 
Northants “Lightning”  31 -82  Derby “Trailblazers” 

 

A very young and inexperienced “Lightning” team knew their task against a Derby team loaded 
with East Midlands representative players was going to be tough and so it proved. 
 

“Lightning” were restricted to single figures in three of the four periods of play as “Trailblazers” 
put them under a great deal of pressure eventually running out comfortable winners by over 50 
points. 
 

Coach Karen Goodrich knows that it’s going to be a tough season for her young team but hopes the 
experience they gain will stand them in good steed for future seasons. 
 

No “Lightning” player could reach double figures but Fiona Arthur battled hard for her 9 points 
while Dina Kosnikovska scored 8 points before being rested for the under 16 game.  

 
Under 14 Boys beat older rivals 

 
Pre-Season Friendly 

Northants “Thunder” U14 Boys  71 – 58  Northants “Thunder” U15 Boys 
 

Unable to find opponents for a pre-season friendly the Northants under 14 boys agreed to take on a 
team made up of players not involved in the Cadet boys game in Coventry.  The game turned out to 
be an enjoyable and close run encounter with the younger “Thunder” team emerging winners by 71 
points to 58. 
 

The under 14’s took the first quarter 23-17 but the older team battled back in the second and thanks 
to 13 points from Hashim Khan reduced the deficit to 34-39 at half time. 
 



The 14’s took control of the game in the third quarter winning it 18-9 but the 15’s showed great 
tenacity in the final period of play and despite being very tired edged it 15-14 to go down by 13 
points. 
 
The 15’s scoring was dominated by Khan and Ali Solazzo with 26 and 23 points respectively while 
for the Under 14’s Ashley Kitchen had an impressive game netting 30 points and he got good 
support from Benas Maldutis and Kriscupus Dambrouska. 
 
“Thunder” under 14 coach, Rob Crump pronounced himself well pleased with his team’s 
performance commenting, “I was very happy with the attitude my team displayed against bigger 
opposition. There are signs of a growing chemistry in the team since our first pre-season game a 
couple of weeks ago. I look forward to seeing how this young team develops over the course of the 
season.” 

 
  
 

 

THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTION 
Saturday 7th October 
 9-30am until 11.00am Junior “Ballers” 
 11-30am   Under 14 Girls versus Leicester “Warriors” 
      Under 13 Girls Pre-Season game. Oppoents to be confirmed 

  2-00pm  Under 16 Girls versus Leicester “Warriors” 
  4-00pm  Junior Men versus Coventry “Tornadoes” 
  6-00pm  Senior Men versus Derby “Trailblazers II” 

 

These games will be staged at the Northants Basketball Centre which is based at Northampton 
School for Girls in Spinney Hill Road, Northampton 

 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 

   Senior Men travel to Shropshire “Warriors” 
       Cadet Boys travel to Northamptonshire “Titans” 
   Under 14 Boys travel to Oxford “Hoops” 

 
Sunday 8th October 
 12-00 noon  Under 16 Girls versus Manchester Mystic II 
       (National Cup) 
         At the Basketball Centre 
       
       Junior Men travel to Southwark “Legends” 
      (National Cup) 
  

 

For more information contact: John Collins on 07801 533 151 


