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Senior men get off the mark and a great road win for Under 14 Girls 
 

“Thunder” cruise past new boys Coventry “Flames” 
 

Division Four (Midlands Conference) 
Northants “Thunder”  79  –  47 Coventry “Flames” 

 

The Northants “Thunder” senior men recorded their first win of the season over Conference new 
boys Coventry “Flames” coached by former “Thunder” coach, Rob Eddon. “Flames” were without 
several players due to international clearance issues but put up a spirited fight in the first half and 
were only trailing 27-33 at half time. 
 

“Thunder” started the third period of the game playing their best basketball of the season recording 
a 21-2 charge to take control of the game. The “Thunder” coaching staff warned their team against 
complacency but “Flames” were able to close the quarter with 9-2 run of their own to close the 
period 38-56 down. 
 

Boasting an 18 point lead going into the final stanza “Thunder” had no problem closing out the 
game with a solid defensive performance which restricted their opponents to just nine points in the 
quarter whilst scoring 23 themselves with Tom Higgins scoring 8 personal points at the end of fast 
breaks. 
 

In the 32 point win Matt Yates top scored with 26 points, 14 coming in the third quarter, with good 
support coming from Hayden Alcindor, Jacob Holt, Higgins and Terrell Salmon.      

 
 

 
Cadet Boys hammered by Birmingham Elite 

 
Under 16 Boys Midlands West Conference 

Northants “Thunder”  26 - 101 Team Birmingham “Elite” 
 

The Cadet Boys’ hesitant start to the season continued last Saturday as they suffered a huge blow 
out against Team Birmingham Elite a team who should certainly be playing in the Premier League. 
 

Once again “Thunder” were missing key players from their line up but they opened the game with a 
three pointer from Grigori Litsai, but this would be “Thunder’s” only field goal of the quarter. The 
Northants boys struggled to contain the Team Birmingham Elite who scored 21 consecutive points, 
to lead 4-23 end of the first quarter. 
 

Despite three pointers from Ashley Kitchen and Grigori Litsai in the second quarter, “Thunder” 
continued to struggled to defend the physicality and athleticism of Team Birmingham and they 
trailed 15-50 at the half. 
 

With the game out of reach, Thunder found it difficult to execute on offence showing little threat 
from inside and 9 of their 11 second half points came from behind the arc. 
 

“Thunder” were led in scoring by Ashely Kitchen and Grigori Litsai both scoring 11 points.  



Coach Crump commented “We are struggling for form at the moment, and it has been difficult 
playing against some of the tougher opposition in the Conference, and we’ve not been helped by 
having to play without key players. However, we need to show stronger resilience and determined 
performances regardless of the level of the opposition. We are becoming too reliant on our 
perimeter shooting to score points, and must develop our inside game, whilst defensively we need 
to demonstrate a stronger appetite to deny teams easy scores.” 

 
Under 14 Boys lose a thriller 

 
Under 14 Boys Midlands West Conference 

Northants “Thunder”  76 – 81  Oxford “Hoops” 
 

The under 14 boys from “Thunder” and Oxford “Hoops” produced an exciting contest at the 
Northants Basketball Centre last Saturday with the visitors finally triumphing by five points. 
 

The taller Oxford team dominated the early encounters and had taken a 24-14 lead after the first 
period of play, however their physical play hadn’t met with the approval of the referees. “Thunder 
paid seven visits to the free throw line but could convert only four of the resulting free throws. 
 

Trailing 31-18 early in the second quarter the visitors were warned for playing illegal defence and 
when they were forced to play closer to the “Thunder” players the home team found more space. A 
little spurt of scoring led by three baskets from Jaffrey Haider got them to 32-41 at half time. This 
deficit could have been a lead but once again “Thunder” were guilty of missing numerous free 
throws. 
 

In the third quarter thanks to ten points from Tom Greenfield, “Thunder “continued to make inroads 
into the Oxford lead. They edged the period 20-17 to close the gap to 52-58 to set up an exciting 
final ten minutes. “Thunder” were playing some aggressive full court defence and at the start of the 
fourth quarter this forced a number of turn-overs. They scored seven points without reply and when 
Greenfield connected with a put back they took their first lead of the game at 63-62. 
 

Oxford responded with an 8-2 run to re-take the lead but led by some outstanding play from the 
diminutive Benas Maldutis “Thunder” were able to stay in touch and they closed with a 7-zero rush 
to cause “Hoops” a nervous final minute. 
 

In the five point defeat Greenfield and Maldutis led the “Thunder” scoring with 26 and 20 points 
respectively; while Dylan Dominici contributed an impressive 17 points and Haider 10. “Thunder” 
will be ruing their inefficiency from the free throw line with the statistics showing that they missed 
and alarming 26 attempts from the ‘charity stripe’ 

 
 

No luck for Under 12 Boys 
 

Central England Under 12 Boys Central Venue League 
 

The Northants Under 12 Boys travelled  to Leicester for their first Central England Central Venue 
League tournament and returned empty handed 
 

Leicester “Riders”  28 – 17  Northants “Lightning” 
 

“Riders” had won two games in their first tournament and they showed a great deal of confidence 
throughout the game. “Thunder” showed great determination on defence but struggled to score 
against their opponents sagging defence  

 

City of Birmingham “Rockets” 37 – 32  Northants “Lightning” 
 

With a marked height advantage over “Rockets”, “Thunder” went into their second game in 
optimistic mood. In the event they were undone by some aggressive full court defence from the 
Birmingham which forced a number of “Thunder” turn-overs.  



With the game drawing to a close and trailing by 11 points, “Thunder” began to play their best 
basketball of the day. They scored from one excellent fast break and Thomas Bates connected with 
two coast to coast drives. Unfortunately it was a case of too little too late as “Rockets” held on for a 
five point win. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

 
Cadette Girls too strong for Leeds 

 
Under 16 Girls North Conference 

Northants “Lightning”  91 – 20  City of Leeds  
 

Missing a number of key players and having to replace them with younger players, “Lightning” 
went into this North Conference game in a rather nervous mood. In the event they needn’t have 
worried as they dominated an enthusiastic but inexperienced City of Leeds outfit. 
 

After a sloppy first quarter “Lightning” dominated proceedings and the second half saw guard Dina 
Kosnikovska score an amazing 30 personal points. Kosnikovska closed the game with 38 points 
while Poppy Barnett and Sade Chambers scored 19 and 10 points respectively. 
 

This weekend the team will face a much sterner challenge when they travel Manchester to take on 
the “Mystics” second team     

 
Lucie leads Under 14 Girls to road win over “Iceni” 

 
Under 14 Girls Midlands East Conference 

Norfolk “Inceni” 56 – 60  Northants “Lightning” 
 

Journeys to the east of England are becoming more and more difficult thanks to the extensive road 
works on the A14. The Northants Under 14 Girls made the trip to Norwich last Sunday and pulled 
off an excellent ‘road’ win thanks to a monumental effort from Lucie Wilson Gray. 
 

After the long journey, “Thunder” made a hesitant start to the game but luckily “Inceni” were guilty 
of missing a number of easy scoring opportunities. The scores were all tied at 7 all after the first 
quarter and the two teams traded baskets at the start of the second period. Then in a four minute 
spell “Lightning” went on a 14-4 charge to take a 29-19 half time lead. 
 

The home side made a good start to the third quarter and after three minutes had reduced 
“Lightning’s” lead to 31-30. At this stage Wilson-Gray took the game by the scruff of the neck with 
13 personal points including three, three pointers, but the game was still in the balance at 48-38 
going into the final stanza. 
 

Ellouise Gregory and Gee Joksaite had been doing a great job on the defensive boards so when 
Gregory fouled out things looked bad for “Lightning”. They had been troubled by “Inceni’s”, 
Eleanor Wilkinson and she was instrumental in a 12-6 run by the home team which dragged the 
scores back to 54-53. At this stage Isabella Rinon was delegated to mark Wilkinson and her 
pressure defence help keep “Inceni” scoreless for almost three minutes and with Fiona Arthur also 
putting in a massive effort “Lightning” were able to close the game with a 6-3 run to take the game 
by 60 points to 56. 
 

In the four point triumph all nine “Lightning” players scored led by Wilson-Gray with 29 points 
including five three pointers while Arthur contributed 10. Coach Karen Goodrich was delighted 
with the win, “After the long journey and in front of a very noisy and partisan crowd this was an 
excellent win. The girls showed a great deal of character and I am really proud of them  .”  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THIS WEEKEND’S ACTIVITIES 

 

Saturday 20th  October  
   9.30-11.00am  Junior "Ballers" Session 
   11.30am  Under 14 Boys versus Worcester “Bears” 
        Under 14 Girls versus Nottingham “Wildcats” 
      

These games and will be played at the Northants Basketball Centre which is situated at  
Northampton School for Girls in Spinney Hill road, Northampton 

 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 
     Senior Men travel to Nottingham “Hoods II” 
    Cadet Boys travel to Worcester “Wolves”    
    Cadette Girls travel to Manchester “Mystics II” 
 

For more information on this Press Release contact: John Collins on 07801 533 151 


