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Senior Men go down again 
 

Men’s National League Division 3 (South Conference) 
“Northants “Thunder” 66 – 85  B.C. Medelynas 

 

With the Northants senior men coming off back-to-back losses they knew their task wasn’t going to be easy 
against the London based Lithuanian team B.C. Medelynas. “Thunder’s” task wasn’t made any easier with a 
number of key players missing. 
 

Despite this “Thunder” got off to a fantastic start, dominating the paint on both ends, and jumping out to a 
11-4 lead. Northants continued to lead the visitors a merry dance, until the wheels fell off with 90 seconds to 
go in the quarter. BCM went on an 8-0 run which gave them a lead, which they would not relinquish for the 
rest of the game. 
 

“Thunder” did everything they knew in the second quarter as they tried to claw the balance back in their 
favour, but in doing so they lost shape and structure. In a six minute spell in that second period the referees 
seemed to ‘lose their whistles’; and as the game became more physical BCM went on a 23-3 run. This made 
a tough task even tougher and “Thunder” found themselves trailing 30-49 at half time.  
 

During the half time interval the Northants coaching staff did their best to remind their team about the energy 
and athleticism they had started the game with, which had helped them to dominate the early proceedings. 
When BCM’s influential forward Majuastis, fouled out of the game midway through the third quarter it 
looked as if it would be ‘game on’. “Thunder” dragged the deficit back to single figures with three minutes 
left in the period, but again they paid the price for all the effort they had put in. The short-handed “Thunder” 
team visibly tired and BCM went on another run to end the quarter leading 62-49. 
 

“Thunder’s” fatigue was apparent again at the start of the final period of play and Medelynas mounted 
another 10-zero run to potentially, ‘put the game to bed’. The home side trailed 49-72 with just six minutes 
to go but they continued to ‘give it their all’ as the quality of play visibly disintegrated. Another BCM player 
fouled out of the game and the match officials called a total of four unsportsmanlike and technical fouls as 
the visitors held on for the 85 to 66 win.  
 

In the 19 point loss “Thunder” guard Danny Barrett top scored 17 points, while forwards Jacob Holt and 
Benji Henry supported well with 16 & 11 points respectively. All the Northants players scored, but no others 
could get into double figures. 
 

Coach Rob Eddon commented, “We had six minutes of madness in the second quarter which we never really 
recovered from, whilst throughout the game they hit a large percentage of their jump shots.” 
 

 
Scoring discrepancies upset “Lightning”  

 

Women’s National League Division 3 (North Conference 
Sefton “Starlight’s”  65 - 57  Northants “Lightning” 

 

Most basketball teams have a statistician on the bench to help the coaching staff. Their job is to chart the 
performance of players but they also keep a check on the score and foul situation. This breed of people are 
very fastidious and proud of their accuracy so when rookie Sarah Round went on a perimeter shooting blitz 
at the end of the third period of play “Lightning’s” statistician was amazed to find that on the official score 
sheet they were still trailing by 43 points to 47. Unfortunately the score sheet being used for the game was of 
a simple nature which didn’t permit close analysis although it was interesting that six of Sefton’s points at 
the end of the period came from a player wearing the same number as Round.     

The debate that took place during the break between periods seemed to adversely affect the tiring 
“Lightning” players and the home side were able to hold on for the eight point victory. 
 
 



The first half had been a close run affair with the two teams tied on 26 points each at half time. The game 
had seen a contrast in styles with “Lightning” trying to counter “Starlight’s” superior size with up-tempo 
play and a pressing defence. This was effective until fatigue set in and the home side opened up an eight 
point lead which “Lightning” thought had been cancelled out by Round’s triple of ‘treys’. 
 

In the disappointing loss all eight “Lightning” players scored led by Round and Stephanie Ogden with 16 and 
11 points respectively.  
 

Coach Karen Goodrich was full of praise for the efforts of her team. She praised the energy of Round, Hari 
Owens, Caitlin Stewart and Ruchae Walton, the four rookies in the team, plus the leadership of co-captains 
Erin Clarke and Vikki Hinds.  

 
Junior Men suffer heavy defeat at the hands of “Riders” 

 
Junior Men’s Midland Conference 

Northants “Thunder”  54 – 98  Loughborough “Riders” 
 

Northants “Thunder” junior men faced an undefeated Loughborough “Riders” at the Basketball Centre last 
Saturday and ended up on the wrong end of a 54-98 score line. 
 

Against top of the table “Riders”, “Thunder” made a very positive start and thanks to some excellent 
perimeter shooting from Josh Round and George Paul rushed out to a 17-12.  Complacency then set in and a 
number of “Thunder” turn-overs saw the Loughborough team responded with a 16-2 charge to take a 28-19 
lead by the end of the quarter. 
 

For the second period of play “Thunder” switched to a zone defence and on the back of some good close to 
basket play from George Calvey and 10 points from Carlo Nieva they traded baskets with their opponents. 
Then once again the team seemed to ‘switch off’ allowing “Riders” to go on a 14-3 run to open up a 51-33 
half time lead. 
 

During the half time interval Coach Rob Crump encouraged his team to remain upbeat and assert themselves 
during the third quarter. “Thunder” responded excellently and with scores from Jacob Killeya, Round and a 
three pointer from Paul, reduced the deficit to 10 points. “Riders” took a time out and proceeded to outscore 
the Northants boys 20 to 2 to open up an unassailable 72-44 lead. “Thunder” had been guilty of giving the 
ball away throughout the game and this habit continued into the final period of play. “Riders” opened the 
quarter with 16-zero charge and it was ‘game over’.     

In the disappointing defeat the “Thunder” scoring was led by Josh Round with 14 points with decent support 
coming from George Paul, George Calvey and Carlo Nieva who all scored 10 points. 
 

Coach Crump commented “Today was disappointing. I felt there were some positives we could take away at 
the half which we could try to rectify in the second half but unfortunately, we committed too many careless 
turnovers and did not take care of the ball. When you play good teams and you turn over the ball like we did, 
you will be punished and we certainly experienced that today.”  
  

Zubal injury leads to abandonment 
 

Cadet Men’s Midland Conference 
Leicester “Warriors”  15 – 23   Northants “Thunder” 

(Game abandoned) 
 

Just minutes after draining a superb three point shot “Thunder” guard Reece Zubal collided with a 
“Warriors” player. It looked like an innocuous clash but the Northants player fell to the ground in agony. It 
immediately became apparent that he had suffered a serious injury and closer examination revealed an 80 
degree dislocation of his right knee. 
 

As the two teams, and spectators waited for the ambulance to arrive the game officials decided to abandon 
the game and it will be re-played in the New Year. At the time of the abandonment “Thunder” were holding 
an eight point lead. 
 

Reece’s knee was put back into place by the paramedics and a subsequent x-ray revealed no further damage 
and he is currently at home resting. 
   



 
Under 15 Boys stay undefeated 

 
Under 15 Boys Midlands South West Conference 

 Northants “Thunder”  92 – 63  Reading “Rockets” 
 

During the warm up “Thunder” were able to access a team that had a great deal of standing height. Their 
were fears that this might be a repeat of last season’s Play Off game and this thought seemed to adversely 
affect “Thunder” who made a very nervous start and were guilty of missing several easy scoring 
opportunities. The player who stepped up to calm the “Thunder” nerves was their smallest player, the 
diminutive Ed Taylan who belied his lack of inches with a number of stunning drives to basket. “Thunder” 
were also playing some hard-nosed defence and restricted their opponents to just 10 points while scoring 22 
themselves.  
 

The second period of play saw Reading settling to some kind of rhythm but with Zak Kitchen rebounding 
well and Jacob Round controlling play “Thunder” managed to take the quarter 25-19 to establish a 47-29 half 
time lead. 
 

The third and fourth quarters continued in the same vogue with “Rockets” battling hard to close the gap but 
just lacking the necessary fire power. Coach Grahame Yates was able to rotate his players freely and several 
of them made significant contributions. Zinzan Oustenhuizen came up with a number of steals, Laurence 
Williams kept the scoreboard ticking over while Tyler Mutemasango’s energy was an inspiration to the rest 
of the team. “Thunder” kept their opponents to below 20 points in both periods as they closed out the game 
by 92 points to 63 an impressive margin against the third placed team in the Conference. 
 

In the 29 point win, Jacob Round had a massive 50 points with Williams and Tylan contributing 13 and 10 
points respectively but the whole team worked hard and now sit proudly at the top of the Conference table 
with an undefeated record. This weekend “Thunder” face another major challenge when they entertain 
second placed Thames Valley “Cavaliers”. 
 

Under 14 Boys see off Nova 
 

Under 14 Boys Midlands Conference 
Northants Thunder   62 – 50  Notts Nova  

 

Having had a run of straight-forward wins recently, “Thunder” were expecting a much tougher test when 
they took on Notts Nova at home last Saturday.  
 

Fortunately, there was no evidence of the normal slow start as the Northants Boys raced to a 14-2 lead. The 
20-10 score line after the first quarter meant that Notts had to chase the game, but “Thunder” actually 
managed to extend their lead by half time to 15 points at 36-21.  
 

Nova had a significant height advantage which they used effectively to reduce the Northants lead by 4 points 
in the third period, but “Thunder” stayed focused and with a combination of resilient, defence-breaking and 
good ball movement, “Thunder” won the final period by a point to hold on for a satisfying 62-50 win.  
 

Coach Mike Round was pleased that the team performed so well against such a tall and talented Notts team. 
Ed Wallhead led the scoring with an impressive 29 points and he was well-supported by Chris Amankonah 
and Josh Lloyd who scored 10 and 9 respectively.  
 

“Thunder” face another tough test this weekend when they travel away to face Team Birmingham. 
 

Another heavy loss for Under 13 Boys.  
 

Under 13 Boys Midlands Conference 
City of Birmingham  109 - 31 Northants “Thunder”  

 

Playing without some key players the Northants under 13 boys struggled against undefeated City of 
Birmingham and ended up suffering a heavy defeat against the West Midlands team. Despite being seriously 
outsized “Thunder” played with spirit and determination on defence but throughout the game struggled to 
score.  

 
 



 
        

   
THIS WEEKEND’S ACTIVITIES 

  
Saturday 6th December 
 9.30am to 11am  “Ballers” Under 10’s and Under 12’s 
 

 10am to 11am  Junior Ballers 
 

 11.30 am  Under 15 Boys versus Thames Valley “Cavaliers” 
      Cadette Girls versus Bristol “Fliers” 
 

  1.30pm   Cadet Men versus Shropshire “Warriors” 
 

These games will be played at the Northants Basketball Centre which is based at Northampton School for Girls, in 
Spinney Hill Road, Northampton 

 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 
Sunday 7th December 
     Junior Men travel to Milton Keynes “Lions” (National Cup Round 3) 
    Cadette Girls travel to Manchester “Mystics” (National Cup Quarter Final) 
      Under 14 Boys travel to Team Birmingham 
    Under 14 Girls travel to City of Birmingham      
 

 
	   

For further information contact John Collins on 07801 533 151 
 
	  

 


