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Short handed “Thunder” go down to “Kestrels”  
 

Men’s National League Division 3 
South Conference 

Solent “Kestrels II”  97 - 85  Northants “Thunder” 
 

The chances of the Northants senior men recording a win against an unbeaten “Kestrels” second 
string were severely affected when three of Coach Grahame Yates starters reported to practice with 
injuries and were unable to play in this vital fixture. Despite this “Thunder” put in a spirited 
performance and in the final analysis fatigue in the fourth quarter proved to be the decisive factor. 
 

After the long journey to the south coast “Thunder” looked the sharper team in the first quarter and 
led 27-19 after the first ten minutes of play. “Thunder” continued to look sharp in the second period 
of play but were hurt by a number of careless turn-overs which allowed the home side to tie the 
scores up at 42 at half time. 
 

“Kestrels” knew they were in a tough game and increased their defensive intensity in the third 
quarter limiting “Thunder” to 20 points whilst scoring 26 themselves to edge out to the lead for the 
first time in the contest and “Thunder’s” efforts weren’t helped when their coach was summoned to 
re-park the team’s mini bus.  
 

Trailing by just six points going into the final ten minutes of play “Thunder” were going to need a 
massive effort if they were to take the game but they were physically drained and were outscored 
31-23 as the Conference leaders ran out winners by 97 points to 85. 
 

In the battling 12 point loss Matt Yates led the “Thunder” scoring with 31 points excellent support 
coming from Devon Adams, Jacob Holt and Adam Thomas. 
 

“Thunder” will be hoping to get back to winning ways this Saturday when they take on lowly 
Oxford Brookes. The game will be played at the later time of 7-30pm and the team would welcome 
all the support they can get.  
 
 

Another loss for Junior Men  
 

Junior Men’s Midlands Conference 
Nottingham “Hoods”  67 – 60  Northants “Thunder” 

 

After a number of close defeats the Northants junior men travelled to Nottingham in search of just 
their second Conference win of the season when they took on “Hoods”. The pre-game message 
from Coach Darijus Maldutis was simple, “Play with aggression and intensity.” 
 

Against an eager “Hoods” team, “Thunder” were successful in exploiting fast break scores  from  
Jake Nailer and Ayo Oluyede, the first quarter finishing even at 18-18 all.  
 

“Thunders” defensive intensity was maintained throughout the second quarter with great hustle 
from birthday boy David Nieva and Ed Taylan, and this kept the score within three points until the 
very last play of the period. At this stage Shaq Ntumba was able to grab an offensive rebound and 
score, from a free throw attempt to tie the game at 33-33 at the half. 
 



Coach Maldutis was pleased with the effort his team had made but the hard work was far from over. 
The two teams jousted it out for the opening six minutes of the third quarter but then lapses of 
concentration and energy by the “Thunder” players led to turnovers and this allowed the home team 
to run away to a 10-2 run, scoring two 3-pointers in the process. “Thunder” were able to claw back 
some of the deficit and the third quarter finished saw them trailing 48-42.  
 

The final period of play saw the gutsy “Thunder” regain the lead by 2 points thanks to deftly 
executed drives from David Nieva, but “Hoods” found another wave of energy to decide the 
outcome of the game as they scored four unanswered baskets to put the game beyond reach of the 
Northants boys as they slipped to a 67-60 defeat. 
 

Despite the loss, Coach Maldutis described the display as. “A proper team performance.” with eight 
different point scorers in the 60 point total. The “Thunder” scoring was  led by David Nieva with 18 
points, excellent support coming from Ayo Oluyede and Jake Nailer. 
		

 
Below par Cadets lose to table-topping Dynamite 

 
Under 16 National League  

Midlands Conference 
Leicester “Dynamite”  50 – 43  Northants “Thunder” 

 

After their encouraging quarter final cup loss against City of Birmingham the previous week, the 
Northants under 16 boys travelled to Conference leaders Leicester “Dynamite” in optimistic mood. 
They were left to contemplate the fact that you don’t win many games when you only score 43 
points with only one player scoring in double figures. 
 

Defensively “Thunder” were sound restricting “Dynamite to just 50 points but totals of four in the 
second quarter and seven in the fourth were particularly worrying for Coach John Collins. 
“Defensively we were ok but we didn’t force enough turn overs. In addition we executed poorly in 
the half court and our break was lacking energy.” 
 

The defeat was doubly disappointing because “Thunder” made a really positive start jumping out to 
an 18-13 first quarter lead thanks to some good close to the basket play from Ed Wallhead and a 
couple of excellent drives to basket by Josh Lloyd. Not for the first time this season, the “Thunder” 
threat dried up as Collins introduced substitutes to the game in the second quarter. 
 

Trailing 22-25 at half time “Thunder” were still in contention thanks to their defensive effort but as 
the third period of play was drawing to a close two defensive lapses allowed “Dynamite’s” Cox to 
drive to basket and score then drain a buzzer-beating trey to take his team eight points ahead. 
 

“Thunder’s” defence remained tight in the final quarter restricting the Leicester outfit to just six 
points but they could only manage seven themselves as they slipped to their second Conference 
defeat of the season. They will have an immediate opportunity to re-establish their challenge for a 
Play Off place when they take on undefeated Leicester “Warriros” at the Basketball Centre on 
Saturday. 
 

In last weekend’s loss the only “Thunder” player who was able to score in double figures was Josh 
Lloyd who totalled 17 points. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“Titans” Under 14 Boys record double over “Thunder” 

 
Under 14 Boys East Midlands II Conference 

Northants “Thunder”  49 – 67  N.E.B.C. “Titans” 
 

Northants “Thunder” faced local rivals NEBC “Titans” looking for revenge for the one loss 
incurred Weavers Leisure Centre a few weeks ago but slipped to a disappointing 18 point loss. 
   

It was “Titans” who started the game in assertive mood, gaining an early 8-4 advantage with 
“Thunder taking a little time to settle their nerves. Some good spacing on offence complimented 
with effective ball movement allowed opportunities for “Thunder” consecutive looks at the basket 
but unfortunately they couldn’t convert while at the other end “Titans” were able to make 
easy scores from inside the keyway. Consequently “Thunder” found themselves trailing 15-20 at the 
end of the quarter.  
 

“Thunder” recognised that “Titans” scores were coming predominantly from close to the basket so 
there was a strong emphasis on the home side playing good help defence. “Thunder” produced a 
positive response with a 10-4 run with six points coming from Patrick Adedeji to take a 25-24 lead, 
but they were then hindered when Adedeji  picked up his third personal foul midway through the 
quarter forcing Coach Rob Crump to withdraw him from the action. This seemed to take the 
momentum out of the “Thunder” offence and with the two teams tied at 29-29 with a couple of 
minutes to go in the quarter, “Titans” produce a 6-zero run to finish the half with a 35-29 lead. 
  

“Thunder” refused to allow the small deficit to dent their optimism of a comeback; and they opened 
the third quarter with an 8-zero run to regain the lead at 37-36. An Ashley Kitchen free throw 
helped to extend the lead, but the “Titans” showed their determination and hunger producing an 9-1 
run of their own to conclude the quarter so leaving “Thunder” with a lot of work to do in the final 
period of play. 
 

“Thunder’s” hopes were dented when Ashley Kitchen was forced to leave the game early in the 
quarter due to an impact injury and they could only score four points in the first five minutes with 
“Titans” extending their lead to 59-43. Coach Crump ordered his team to press continuously to rush 
the “Titans” offence in the hope of forcing turnovers but despite the best efforts of the Northants 
boys “Titans” held on to record a well deserved 67-49 victory. 
 

In the disappointing loss “Thunder” were led in scoring by Ashley Kitchen with 9 points supported 
by Patrick Adedeji with 8 points. 
   

Coach Crump commented “Despite showing a strong comeback in the second and third quarters we 
were not at our best today, offensively and defensively. It is always tough to win a basketball game 
if you struggle to score over 50 points, whilst no players scored in double figures despite 
developments in our team offense” 
  

“Unfortunately the game was lost by allowing the “Titans” to score too many easy drives to the 
basket. This was one of our team objectives prior to the game to limit opposing lay ups which we 
simply did not achieve. This gives us lots to work on in practice this week!”  
 

This coming weekend “Thunder” face another very tough game when they travel to Conference 
leaders Worcester “Bears”  

	
 
 
 
 



First win of the season for Under 14 girls 
 

Under 14 Girls National League (East Conference) 
Northants “Lightning”  50 – 38  Ipswich Basketball Club 

 

The reward for hard work and commitment eventually paid off for the Northants under 14 girls with 
their first win of the season; a convincing 12 point triumph over Ipswich Basketball Club. 
 

Ipswich field a tall and athletic looking team and took an early lead but the introduction of Dina 
Kosnikovska proved to be the turning point for “Lightning” as the guard connected with a long-
range jumper and a three pointer taking her team into the lead. “Lightning” held a 14-6 lead after 
the first period of play with Sade Chambers doing well to match the athleticism of the Ipswich 
team. 
 

The start of the second quarter was a disaster for the Northants girls as they went scoreless for five 
minutes. This was to a large part due to the fact that the visitors were playing an illegal zone 
defence. The match officials corrected this but “lightning” could manage only four points in the 
quarter as Ipswich tied up the scores at 20 all at half time.  
 

A highly motivated “Lightning” team hit the floor for the third quarter and their hustle and 
determination was rewarded with a 12-zero run midway through the period. “Lightning” were 
working well as a team with good spacing on offence but they were being trouble by the height of 
Ipswich’s, Rafiu. 
 
 

 Leading 37-29 going into the last 10 minutes of play, “Lightning” benefitted from an injury to 
Ipswich’s top scorer but as the game became more physical they displayed a determination missing 
from some previous games. Kosnikovska remained the main threat for “Lightning” but a couple of 
baskets from Poppy Barnett helped “Lightning” to take the quarter 13-9 and a well deserved victory 
by 50 points to 38. 
 

In the 12 point win Kosnikovska top scored with 23 points with good support coming from Lucy 
Needham with 14 points while four other players contributed to the final total. 
 

The team will be able to judge how much they’ve improved when they travel to Brentwood “Fire” 
this Saturday. 
 
 

THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTIVITIES 
 

With examination desks in the sports hall at the Northampton School for Girls changes had to be 
made to the published schedule. 

 
Saturday 3rd December 

   No Junior Ballers Session 
  5-30pm  Under 16 Boys versus Leicester “Warriors” 
  7-30pm  Senior Men versus Oxford Brookes 
       

These games will be played at the Basketball Centre which is situated at  
Northampton School for Girls I Spinney Hill Road, Northampton 

 

Start your evening with a visit to the Basketball Centre to support local sport 
 

   Under 14 Boys travel to Worcester “Bears” 
   Under 14 Girls travel to Brentwood “Fire” 
 

Sunday 4th December 
   Junior Men travel to Leicester “Warriors” 

      
 

 

For further information contact: John Collins on 07801 533 151 


