
NORTHANTS BASKETBALL CLUB 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

No action for  Senior Men  
 

Men’s National League Division 3 North  
Northants “Thunder” versus Stockport “Falcons” 

 

Keen to bounce back after two consecutive defeats the Northants senior men were thwarted when “Falcons” 
were unable to raise a team. The sports’ governing body will decide if the game will be awarded to 
“Thunder” or re-played at a later date. 
 

“Thunder” are next in action on 11th January when they take on table-topping Birmingham “Mets” who 
inflicted a narrow defeat on “Thunder” earlier in the season. 

 
Cadette Women finish the year undefeated by taming “Wildcats” 

 
Under 16 Girl’s Midlands Conference 

Nottingham “Wildcats” 48 – 56  Northants “Lightning” 
 

After their outstanding Cup exploits the previous week the Northants cadette women travelled to Nottingham 
to take on the previously undefeated “Wildcats”. “Lightning” had to show all their character in a game which 
on occasions became very physical but came away with a narrow victory. 
 

“Wildcats” made the very best of starts jumping out to a 7-zero lead forcing Coach Karen Goodrich to take a 
time out. Her team responded superbly and a 10-4 run gave “Lightning” a lead which they wouldn’t 
relinquish for the remainder of the game.  
 

“Wildcats” switched to a zone defence but with Lauren Milne operating efficiently close to basket and three 
three-pointers from Charlotte Berridge and Sarah Round “Lightning” were able to extend their lead to 30-26 
at half time. 
 

During the half time interval Goodrich warned her players to expect a “Wildcats” charge at the start of the 
third quarter but with some outstanding defence which limited their opponents to just 10 points in the period 
“Lightning” were able to extend their lead to 45-36. No one epitomised “Lightning’s” efforts better than 
Eden Brown who combined defensive hustle with five invaluable points. 
 

“Wildcats” mounted a massive effort in the final stanza which they edged 12-11 thanks to a late 10-4 run but 
with Goodrich cleverly rotating her players there was never any danger of “Lightning’s” defence conceding 
the number of points the Nottingham outfit needed for victory and “Lightning” duly held on for the win. 
 

Goodrich was able to play all twelve of her players in the eight point win and all twelve of them put out a 
massive defensive effort. The team’s scoring was led by Milne with 18 points and the “Lightning” skipper 
also hauled down ten rebounds. Charlotte Berridge scored 12 points while Ruchae Walton rebounded 
superbly claiming 12 boards and also contributing 8 points while Caitlin Stewart and Sarah Round did a 
great job controlling the game from the back court.   
 

“Lightning” go into the overlong Christmas break in second place in the Conference table be cause 
Nottingham have played a game more. Early in 2014 the team will face Haringey “Angels” in the semi final 
of the Sure Shot National Cup hoping for a win and a place in the National Cup Final. 

 
Junior Men get a hammering 

 
Junior Men’s Premier Division North 

Cheshire “Wire” 109 – 34 Cheshire “Wire” 
 

A much depleted Northants junior men’s team made the long journey to Warrington to take on league leaders 
Cheshire “Wire” and suffered a heavy defeat. “Wire” maintained a lot of pressure throughout the game 
which became increasingly physical as it progressed. Stand in coaches Darijus Maldjudtius and Mike Round 
were full of praise for the players who had fulfilled the fixture and kept playing to the end. 

 



Table topping Cadet Men see of “Mets” 
 

Cadet Men’s  Midlands Conference 
Birmingham “Mets”  33 – 92  Northants “Thunder” 

 

The Northants cadet men finished the year undefeated in the Midland Conference, proudly topping the 
Conference table after a comfortable win over Birmingham “Mets” last Sunday. 
 

The start of the game was delayed with confusion about where the fixture was supposed to be played and 
“Mets” would probably have wished the delay could have been extended as “Thunder” hit them with an 
aggressive full court man-to-man press. “Thunder” blasted into a 19-zero lead forcing the home side into a 
defensive switch but “Thunder” continued to dominate finishing the quarter with a Jacob Round three pointer 
to lead 25-2. 
 

“Mets” managed to re-group to a certain extent in the second period of play but “Thunder” were playing 
some excellent team basketball well illustrated when Brendan Ross hit Elliott Straussa cutting through the 
lane. Jacob Killeya was dominating in the close to basket exchanges scoring 10 personal points in the quarter 
while Carlo Nieva’s back door cut and score from an out of bounds play was a highlight of the period. 
 

Leading 51-11 at half time the game was as good as over “Thunder” were guilty of relaxing their defensive 
efforts and “Mets” were far more competitive in the third quarter.  “Thunder” needed someone to step up and 
Rhys Hill did just that with eight points in the period which helped his team to take the period 19-15. 
 

The final quarter was business as usual with “Thunder” outscoring their opponents 22-7 with Coach Rob 
Crump able to field a very mobile five who rewarded him with a number of effective fast breaks and some 
excellent perimeter shooting which saw them hit four consecutive three-pointers.   

In the 69 point win no less than five “Thunder” players were able to break into double figure scoring led by 
Jacob Killeya who scored 22 points.  Excellent support came from Rhys Hill and Jacob Round who both 
contributing 18 points, while Carlo Nieva and Elliot Strausa scored 16 and 10 points respectively.  
 

 
Brave Under 15’s go down to super “Titans” 

 
Under 15 Boys Midlands Conference 

Northants “Thunder”  67 - 79  NEBC “Titans” 
 

In the first game of the season “Titans” blew away the Northants under 15 boys by a massive 41 points 
margin. When “Titans” jumped out to a 17-zero lead at the start of last Saturday’s return game it looked as if 
the margin might be even greater. “Titans” opened the game with an aggression which threatened to 
overwhelm the shell-shocked “Thunder” team who were guilty of committing any number of errors. 
“Thunder” were lucky to score eight points in the first period of play while the visitors poured in 28. 
 

For the second quarter “Thunder” coach John Collins switched his team to a 3-2 zone and with the “Titans” 
defence becoming less aggressive the home side were able to take the period 16-12 to give the team some 
belief. 
 

“Titans” were the most impressive team in the third period of play despite their two high scorers Hayden 
Alcindor and Keenan Salmon only playing limited minutes. For “Thunder” David Nieva was looking 
impressive at the end of the break while Ayo Oluyede had recovered from an appalling start to the game with 
some excellent close to the basket work . “Titans” took the quarter 19-17 but during the ten minutes 
“Thunder” had shown they could be competitive with Conference leaders. 
 

There was further encouragement for “Thunder” in the final stanza which they won 26-20 thanks to a 16-4 
charge in the middle of the quarter but they were unable to contain Salmon who scored 12 personal points in 
the period. “Thunder” can take a lot of positives from the 12 point defeat but they were still very reliant on 
just three players for their points scoring. Jacob Round top scored for the team with 23 points; Nieva and 
Oluyede contributed 16 and 12 points respectively while for “Titans”, Alcindor and Salmon amassed 50 
points between them. 
 
 
 

 



 
Defence goes out of the window again as Under 14’s beat Coventry 

 
Under 14 Boys Midlands Conference 

Northants “Thunder” 115 – 73 Coventry “Tornadoes” 
 

Not for the first time this season the Northants under 14 boys got involved in a high scoring shoot out with 
both teams going on massive scoring runs. 
 

“Thunder” opened the game like an express train with a 19-4 charge but following a mass substitution 
“Tornadoes” were able to match the home sides scoring so at the end of the quarter the home side led  
35-20. The start of the second period of play looked like the Jacob Round show as the young guard scored 12 
personal points to lead his team his team on a 14-7 charge. Again the mass substitution saw “Tornadoes” 
gain in confidence as they outscored “Thunder” 14-4 in a five minute spell, which saw the home side leading 
53-41 at half time. 
 

“Thunder” were in control at the start of the third period before a Round led charge helped his team to a 27-6 
burst during which he scored 24 points to take his game total to 47. “Thunder” once again dominated the 
exchanges at the start of the fourth period outscoring “Tornadoes” 19-11 but inexplicably they once again 
went to sleep and the Coventry team closed the game with a 10-2 run. 
 

In addition to Round’s massive points haul, Zac Kitchen and Ed Wallhead scored 17 and 16 points while Ed 
Taylan made a 10 point contribution. 
 
The team currently sits in fifth position in Midlands Conference table still well in contention for an end of 
season Play Off place. 

 
 

 

   SEASON’S  GREETINGS   
 
The Executive Committee, coaches and players of the Northants Basketball Club wish all parents and 

supporters a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

Games will resume on Saturday 4th January and the full practice programme the week beginning  
6th January 

 

 
 

 
 
  


