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“Thunder” see off “Hoods II” despite thirds period lapse  
 

Men’s National League Division 4 
(Midlands Conference) 

Northants “Thunder”  92 – 63  Nottingham “Hoods II” 
 

With a 47-31 half time score line at the basketball Centre last Saturday, it looked as if “Thunder” 
were going to stroll to a comfortable win over a short handed Nottingham “Hoods” second string. 
“Thunder” had opened the game with a barrage of three pointers against the “Hoods” zone defence 
and then got into their running game in the second quarter. 
 

The Northants players were warned about complacency during the half time break but in the third 
quarter they slipped back into the bad habits they had displayed against zone defences earlier in the 
season putting up early perimeter shots and forcing passes. “Hoods” were good enough to capitalise 
and three mini runs which saw them outscore “Thunder” 29-4 got them back into contention at  
58-66 at the end of the third. 
 

There were some stern words on the “Thunder” bench and a switch from their pressing defensive 
tactics. The change was immediate and staggering with “Hoods” struggling against the “Thunder” 
match-up zone while the home team destroyed the visitors defence. James Barden coming into the 
game late, dominated the defensive boards while Jacob Holt was unstoppable on offence and this 
helped “Thunder” to a 26-5 quarter win and the comfortable win they had been hoping for. 
 

In the 29 point success Holt top scored well supported by Richard Higgins, Sam Mennell and Matt 
Yates. “Thunder” stay top of the Midlands Conference but are without a game this weekend; they 
then face two teams who are also in contention for Play Off places    

 
Junior Men slip up against Coventry “Tornadoes” 

 
Junior Men’s National League 
(Midlands West Conference) 

Coventry “Tornadoes”  86 -65  Northants “Thunder” 
 

The Northants Junior Men made the short trip to Coventry to take on third placed “Tornadoes” but 
returned after suffering a disappointing 21 points defeat. “Thunder” stay top of the Midlands West 
Conference but only by merit of having played more games than most of their rivals and their 
chances of securing a Play Off place have been seriously reduced. 
 

Against “Tornadoes” the Northants boys made a sluggish start and were guilty of allowing the 
Coventry team too many second chance opportunities allowing them to build up a 28-15 lead. 
“Thunder” showed more defensive energy in the second quarter but couldn’t prevent their 
opponents extending their lead to 48-33 at half time and leaving them with a lot to do over the 
concluding two periods of play. 
   



As the third quarter got under way, “Thunder” were still playing without discipline but a score from 
Ed Wallhead, and three three-pointers from Cameron Samuels restored a little more confidence but 
they were only able to tie the quarter so with ten minutes to play there was still a 15 point deficit to 
overcome. “Thunder” continued to battle during the final period of play but found scoring difficult 
against an obdurate “Tornadoes” defence who restricted “Thunder” to just 15 points while scoring 
21 themselves to take the contest by 86 points to 65. 
 
In the disappointing defeat the “Thunder” scoring was led by Samuels, Wallhead and Zac Kitchen 
with 16, 15 and 12 points respectively. This weekend the team is on their travels again when they 
visit Worcester “Wolves” who have yet to win a game this season. 

 
 

Game Cadet Boys no match for table-topping “Bears” 
 

Under 16 Boys National League 
(Midlands West Conference) 

Northants “Thunder”  48 – 81  Worcester “Bears” 
 

Conference topping Worcester “Bears” arrived at the Basketball Centre last Saturday without two 
key players but they were still too strong for a brave but outmuscled “Thunder” team.  
 

“Bears” played with a great deal of defensive intensity in the first period of play restricting 
“Thunder” to just seven points while pouring in 24 themselves many of them from well orchestrated 
fast breaks. “Thunder” were more competitive tin the second quarter with Grigori Litsai and Adam 
Lewandowski connecting with three, three-pointers between them. Even so the home side found 
themselves trailing 45-23 at half time.   
 

“Bears” continued to dominate the contest and a “Thunder” comeback was never on the cards 
despite spirited play from Connor White and some good rebounding by Ameka Ayuanya with the 
visitors finally running out winners by a 33 points. 
 

In the heavy loss Litsai and White were the only “Thunder” players able to score in double figures  
 
 

 

Under 16 Girls go down to Leicester “Warriors” 
 

Under 16 Girls National League 
(North Conference) 

Leicester “Warriors”  73 – 55  Northants “Lightning” 
 

Following their narrow defeat at the hands of Stockport “Lapwings”, the Northants Under 16 
travelled to Leicester for their Conference game against “Warriors” in confident mood knowing 
they had easily beaten “Warriors” just before Christmas. 
 

In the opening two periods of play both teams struggled to score and with a half time score of 28 all 
a close contest looked to be on the cards. Defensively “Lightning” had been impressive but Sade 
Chambers had picked up four fouls and this would have an effect later in the game. 
 

In the final two quarters “Lightning” just disintegrated and despite the best efforts of Dina 
Kosnikovska and Lucy Needham were outscored 45-27 over the final twenty minutes play 
eventually losing by 55 points to 73. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Under 14 Boys score ‘80’ but still lose to “Bears” 
 

Under 14 Boys National League 
(Midlands West Conference) 

Northants “Thunder”  81 – 97  Worcester “Bears” 
 

The Northants “Thunder” Under 14 Boys faced the Worcester “Bears” with “Thunder” looking to 
bounce back from the heavy defeat against local rivals N.E.B.C. “Titans” in their last match. They 
managed to score 80 plus points but still ended up on the wrong end of a 97-81 score line. 
  

In a tightly contested opening quarter both teams were evenly matched, Kris Dambrauskas 
displayed some excellent energy on the floor scoring six consecutive points but this couldn’t 
prevent “Bears” opening up a 17-9 lead and a “Thunder” time out. The team responded well and by 
the end of the quarter had reduced the deficit to 18-21. 
 

The second quarter was another tightly contested encounter with “Thunder” displaying some good 
full court defence forcing “Bears” to rush their offence and producing consecutive turnovers. With 
Benas Maldutis, Kris Dambrauskas and Tom Greenfield contributing to the scoring “Thunder” were 
able to put pressure on the “Bears” lead. A slight lapse of focus defensively allowed the “Bears” to 
extend their lead with a 7-1 run, and at the half they held a 45-39 advantage. 
 

Thunder returned to the floor with a determined attitude for the third quarter, tying the game 48-48, 
with Dambrauskas once again doing the damage for “Thunder” scoring 12 points in the quarter. 
“Bears” found a breakthrough late in the quarter with an 11-2 run thanks to some poor defence by 
“Thunder” which allowed the opposition to score consecutive lay ups and the visitors led 66-55 
entering the final period of play. 
 

Northants had given themselves a lot of work to do to get back into the game but back to back 
scores from Ashley Kitchen and Benas Maldutis gave “Thunder” some hope but they struggled to 
stop “Bears” scoring and any hope of a comeback disappeared. 
 

In the 16 point defeat “Thunder” were led in scoring by Kris Dambrauskas who capped an 
impressive performance with 27 points supported with 22 points from Ashley Kitchen. 
 

Coach Crump commented “There has been a strong emphasis the last couple of weeks on our team 
defence but we cannot expect to win games when you allow teams to score 90 plus points. As a 
team, we have to improve our attitude to play with intensity on defence and denying teams scoring 
high percentage shots. Unfortunately today we allowed the Bears to score too many lay ups and 
finishes around the basket.” 

 
Weekend of mixed fortunes for Under 14 Girls  

 
Under 14 Girls National League 

(Midlands Conference)  
 

“Titans” take the series 
  Northants Lightning”  57 – 65  N.E.B.C. “Titans” 
 

The Northants Under 14 Girls faced a tough double-header weekend with games against N.E.B.C. 
“Titans”and Leicester “Warriors”, teams in the lower section of the Midlands Conference. 
 

Against “Titans”, the “Lightning” girls were relieved to see their opponents miss nine free throws in 
the first period of play but they struggled at the offensive end and found themselves trailing  
13-22 at the end of the quarter.  
 



Playing with more confidence in the second quarter “Lightning” were able to score more easily and 
their defensive intensity restricted “Titans” to just 10 points. A 13-3 run just before half time gave 
“Lightning” a 34-32 lead at the half and everything to play for in the final twp quarters. 
 

“Titans” came out for the third quarter in determined mood and reversed the 21-10 second period 
scoreline to open up a 53-44 lead going into the final ten minutes of play. The visitors weren’t to be 
denied and midway through the final quarter had extended their lead to 14 points but led by Dina 
Kosnikovska who finished the game with 24 points, “Lightning” ended the game with an 8-zero run 
to close the gap to eight points at the final buzzer with “Titans” taking the three game series 2-1.  
 

“Lightning bounce back to beat “Warriors” 
 

Leicester “Warriors”  57 – 66  Northants “Lightning” 
  

The next day it was a tired “Lightning” squad that clambered onto the mini bus for the short trip to 
Leicester where they would take on “Warriors” a team they had beaten earlier in the season. 
 

Despite their tiredness, “Lightning” jumped out to an early 6-zero lead thanks to the efforts of Dina 
Kosnikovska. This lead was extended to 14-4 before complacency set in and the home team were 
able to reduce the deficit to 20-14 by the end of the quarter.  
 

Coach Karen Goodrich demanded more defensive intensity and her team were able to put 
“Warriors” under a lot of pressure. Hosanna Ajayi and Leisha Burgess were rebounding well for 
“Lightning” and this enabled the team to score from a number of fast breaks. “Lightning” took the 
second quarter 17-13 to extend their lead to 37-29 at the half. 
 

Both teams struggled to score during the third period but “Lightning’s” excellent defence prevented 
their opponents from closing the gap but at 47-39 going into the final ten minutes of play, 
“Warriors” were still in the game.  
 

Despite their best efforts “Warriors” weren’t able to close the gap with Kosnikovsak who finished 
the game with 33 points, controlling the play. “Lightning” edged the fourth quarter 19-18 to record 
their fifth win of the season. Coach Goodrich was full of praise for Kosnikovska but was pleased 
with the contributions made by Olivia Baldwin (11 points) and Chloe Stevens (9 points). 
 
 
 

Northants “Hoppsterz” Central Venue Leagues 
Under 15 Boys 

N.E.B.C. “Titans” 13 -12  Northants “Thunder” 
Kettering  21 -  9  Northants “Thunder” 

 

Despite losing both their games Team Manager, Barend Oosthuizen was pleased with the spirit 
shown by the “Thunder” players and make special mention of the hustle of Sam Walker and the 
organization of Nicholas Kusion. 

 

      Under 11’s 
The Northants squad was divided into two teams both playing against Duston “Hawks”, N.E.B.C. 
“Tiatns” and Weston Favell “Vipers”. The “Gold” team won all their games to clinch 1st place while 
the “Maroon team was placed 3rd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTIVITIES 

 
Saturday 3rd February 
       9-30 am to 11-00 am Junior “Ballers” 
    11-30am Under 14 Girls versus Luton Basketball 
       Under 14 Boys versus Coventry “Tornadoes” 
    2.00pm Under 16 Girls versus Manchester “Mystics II” 
                   

These games will be played at the Basketball Centre which is situated at  
Northampton School for Girls in Spinney Hill Road, Northampton 

 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 

      Under 18 and Under 16 Boys travel to Worcester “Wolves” 
    
Sunday 4th February 
      Under 12 Girls travel to Manchester for a tournament. 
 
   

For more information contact: John Collins on 07801 533 151 


