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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Impressive win for Senior Men over Team Solent. 
 

National League Division 3 
(South Conference) 

Northants “Thunder”   74 – 73  Team Solent” 
 

The Northants senior men picked up an impressive win last Saturday when they squeezed past Team Solent 
by a single point. Solent arrived at the Basketball Centre eager to avenge their defeat the previous weekend 
at the hands of Brunel Ducks, and consolidate their fourth place in the Conference table while Thunder were 
keen to get back into action after the cancellation of their fixture against Plymouth Raiders. 
 

Despite being depleted by injuries Thunder made a confident start to the game and an 8-2 surge towards the 
end of the quarter gave them a 24-17 lead after the first period of play. In the first encounter between the two 
teams Solent’s, Tripodakisa had poured in 28 points and Thunder coach Grahame Yates had given Devon 
Adams the job of subduing the talented Lithuanian. 
 

The two teams exchanged baskets through most of the second quarter with Thunder refusing to be 
intimidated by their opponents. They edged the period 21-20 to lead 45-37 at half time and the south coast 
team knew they were in for a tough afternoon. 
 

During the third quarter Thunder’s scoring threat had become limited and Solent eased ahead for the first 
time at 56-54 but scores from Johnny Yates and Jacob Holt kept Thunder ahead by 59 points to 56 going into 
the final ten minutes of play. During that third quarter Thunder’s scoring threat had been limited but they had 
stayed in the game thanks to some excellent defence. Their main concern was foul trouble for two of their 
key players and when Richard Higgins who was enjoying his best game of the season, picked up two fouls at 
the end of period things looked bleak for the home team. 
 

Things got worse when Higgins picked up his fourth foul early in the fourth quarter and a 12-4 Solent charge 
put them 68-66 ahead. The Thunder of old might well have capitulated at the this stage but the team now has 
great deal more resolve and scores from Yates and Adams saw the initiative switch back to Thunder. By now 
Solent were sending Thunder to the free throw line but despite the home team missing seven of the ten free 
throws awarded they held on for the win despite committing the cardinal sin of fouling a three point shooter 
at the end of the game.  
 

In the excellent win Higgins top scored with 19 points Benji Henry contributed 16 while Johnny Yates 
chipped in with 12 points. If an M.V.P. was being handed out it would probably go to Devon Adams who 
scored 16 points and Kept Tripodakisa to just six points. 
 

The win moves Thunder up to 7th in the South Conference table and with two of their last three games 
against teams lower than them in the table they will be hoping for further improvement. 

 
 

Junior Men keep that winning habit 
 

Junior Men’s East Midlands Development League 
Notts Nova  65 - 85  Northants “Thunder”   

 

The last time these two teams met Thunder were victorious comfortably winning by 76 points. Thunder 
faced their own challenge entering this game with their roster limited by university visits. Despite their 
limited numbers Thunder opened the game with some excellent half court defence which forced Nova to 
rush their offence. It also forced consecutive turnovers that the Northants were able to capitalise on as they 
stormed into a 15-1 lead. Thunder were aware of the importance of being disciplined on defence to avoid 
early foul trouble and they did this while turning in an excellent display scoring 35 points; 22 of them 
coming from in-form point guard Ollie Thomas.  
 

 
 



After such a dominant start to the game, Thunder continued to extend their lead to 47-18 which would be 
their biggest lead in the game. For Thunder, James Barden and Ayo Oluyede were causing the home side 
difficulties, with the pair securing a number of offensive rebounds resulting in strong finishes around the 
basket. Thunder took the second quarter 20-18 to boast a 55-30 lead at the half after displaying an excellent 
team performance.   
 

The third quarter saw the arrival of Jacob Killeya following his university visit and this allowed Thunder to 
rotate their line up. The home side displayed an excellent defensive work ethic which unsettled Thunder’s 
offense. They were also unable to contain the strong drives from Nova which sparked the home team’s 
offence. By the end of the quarter Nova had managed to reduce the deficit to 18 points at 51-69 giving the 
hosts some belief of a comeback.  
 

Nova began the fourth quarter with a 7-2 run, reducing the lead to 58-72 and forcing a Thunder time out. A 
more composed Thunder returned to the floor, with 6 feet 9 inch James Barden proving to be a major 
influence as he scored eight personal points. His efforts seemed to spark confidence in Thunder’s ranks and 
they were able to win the final quarter 16-14 to run out winners by 85 to 65. 
 

Thunder were led in scoring by Ollie Thomas with 37 points nailing 29 points in the first half, and he was 
well supported by James Barden and David Nieva scoring 18 points and 14 points respectively.  
 

Coach Crump commented “I was very happy how the team approach this game today. It was always going to 
be a challenge with so few players. A special mention should go to Ollie Thomas who displayed an excellent 
scoring performance in the first half. The players know our next two games require big team performances 
against Nottingham Hoods and Leicester Dynamite as they are important games that will determine whether 
or not we secure a Play-Off place.”  
  

 
Cadet Boys get back to winning ways 

 
Under 16 Boys Midlands Development League 

Northants “Thunder”  87 - 21  Leicester “Warriors II”	
	
After three consecutive defeats The Northants Cadet Boys got a morale boosting win against the Leicester 
Warriors second string. With the changes to the age groups this season and no under 15 league, Warriors 
have entered an under-aged team in the Under 16 league. Although the team has struggled this season they 
have battled hard and as usual were ‘up’ for this game.  
 

Before the game Coach Grahame Yates emphasised the importance of good defence to his players. He also 
stressed the importance of not missing easy scoring opportunities.  
 

The game started well for Thunder as they worked hard on stopping their opponents. This certainly proved to 
be successful as Warriors were limited to just two points during the first quarter as Thunder poured in 30. 
With Thunder leading by such a comfortable margin, Yates was able to give all his players plenty of court 
time but the emphasis on tough defence remained unchanged. Zinzan Oostenhuizen was working hard on 
defence and he took full advantage of steals for fast break scores as well as contributing a couple of assists.  
Thunder won the second period of play 19-6 to go into the locker room at half time with a convincing 49-8 
lead. 
 

During half time Coach Yates encouraged all his players to play with confidence and one person who 
obviously listened was Noah Wilborn. When the two teams returned to the court, the off-guard exploded 
into action. Having hustled all game, he made a number of steals leading to a number of scoring 
opportunities. Thunder comfortably won the third quarter 20-6 and at 69-14 the game was over as a contest. 
 

Warriors continued to battle hard but the home side were still the dominant force in the final period of play 
none more so than Ainsley Reynolds whose hard work earned him a number of baskets as his team cruised to 
an 87-21 win. 
 
In the 60 points plus victory the top scorers for Thunder were Chris Amankonah and Josh Lloyd with 27 and 
24 points respectively while Ed Taylan contribute 12. It is hope that Thunder will be able to repeat this kind 
of confident performance when they meet Ilkeston Outlaws this weekend. 
 

 



 
No joy for Under 14 Boys’ against strong “Riders” outfit 

 

Under 14 Boys Midlands Development League 
Northants “Thunder”  68 – 86  Leicester “Riders” 

 

Half term activities and injuries meant that the Northants under 14 boys went into this clash against 3rd 
placed Leicester Riders short of several players. Despite this the team made a good start to the contest and 
thanks to good floor spacing and excellent ball movement established a 13-10 lead. Thunder had been 
playing up-tempo basketball and this meant some of their key players were getting tired. Coach Darijus 
Maldutis took a time out to give his players a rest but this couldn’t stop Riders going on a 10-zero run and 
going on to lead 28-18 at the end of the first period of play. 
 

The second quarter saw Thunder looking the better of the two teams and some excellent defensive work saw 
them keep their opponents scoreless for three minutes. Despite missing four free throws the Northants boys 
were able to get the deficit down to just six points at 22-28 but once again tiredness became a factor and 
Riders were able to re-establish their superiority winning the quarter 23-12 and going into the lockers room 
at half time leading 51-30 
 

Left with a mountain to climb Thunder once again started the quarter in impressive style. In the first four 
minutes of the third period they restricted Riders to just two points but a number of missed scoring 
opportunities meant they could only manage seven themselves. This meant they weren’t able to make any 
significant inroads into the deficit and as in the first two periods of play it was the Leicester outfit that 
finished the quarter stronger finally taking if 21-12 to extend their lead to 72-42.  
 

Having only played his stronger players for the whole of the game the Riders coach with a 30 points lead, 
finally began to ‘run his bench’.  With less pressure Thunder dominated the final period of play winning it 
26-14 to put a look of respectability to the final score. Coach Maldutis was pleased that for the second week 
running his team had tried to play as a team not as a group of individuals.  
 

In the 18 point defeat Jude Carmichael and Oliver Dominique top scored with 28 and 23 points respectively 
while Ashley Kitchen provided good support with 14 points. 
 
 

“Bobcats” too strong for Under 14 Girls  
 

Under 14 Girls East Midlands Development League 
“Northants “Lightning” 32 - 97  Ipswich “Bobcats” 

 

After their morale boosting win against Norfolk the previous week, the Northants under 14 girls faced a 
much stiffer challenge last Saturday when they took on second placed Ipswich Bobcats at the Basketball 
Centre. The game started well for Lightning and a Sade Chambers basket and two free throws from Katie 
Dinnell gave the home side a 4-2 lead. They were then hit by a 17-2 Ipswich blitz and by the end of the first 
period of play found themselves trailing 23-11. 
 

If the first quarter had been tough the second got even tougher. After Dina Kosniskovska scored in the 
second minute Lightning failed to score again as Bobcats poured in 28 points to lead 51-13 at half time. 
Lightning kept battling and managed 19 points in the final two periods while Bobcats added another 46 to 
take the game by 97 points to 32. 
 

This is a young Lightning team and it is important that ready for next season the take on board that 
physicality and ruthlessness are important for success. Last Saturday Sade Chambers showed she is doing 
just that by working hard for her 9 points while Ony Onwumechil and Lucy Needham scored 8 and 7 points 
respectively.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
THIS WEEKEND’S ACTIVITIES 

Saturday 27th February 
   9.30am to 11.00am “Ballers” Session 
 

   11-45am  Under 14 Girls versus Brentwood “Fire” 
           1-45pm    Junior Men versus Notttingham “Hoods” 
       3-45pm  Senior Men versus Brentwood “Fire” 

 
These games will be played at the Northants Basketball Centre which is situated at 

Northampton School for Girls in Spinney Hill Road, Northampton NN3 6DG 
 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 
      Under 14 Boys travel to Shropshire “Warriors” 
    Cadet Boys travel to Ilkeston “Outlaws” 
 
Sunday 28th February 
       Cadette Girls travel to Manchester “Mystics” 
        

 
For further information contact John Collins on 07801 533 151 


