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Late surge isn’t enough to save Junior Men from defeat 
 

Under 16 Boys Midlands Conference 
GAC Coventry “Tornadoes”  80 – 75  Northants “Thunder” 

 

Going into the final period of this re-arranged Midlands Conference game against GAC Coventry 
“Tornadoes” the Northants junior men found themselves trailing by 53 points to 70. Stand in coach, 
John Collins appealed to the players pride and they responded superbly outscoring “Tornadoes”  
22-10 in the final quarter but still failing to making up the deficit. 
 

The game had started in chaotic fashion with defence for both teams, with defence being at a 
premium. The home side outscored “Thunder” 29-22 with the visitors seemingly unable to contain 
the penetration of “Tornadoes”. Collins switched his team to a zone defence but this gave 
“Tornadoes” shooting opportunities from the perimeter and they extended their lead to 55-39 by the 
half time interval. 
 

Needing a good start to the third quarter “Thunder” were blitzed 10-1 over the first three minutes to 
trail 40-65 and a really heavy defeat looked to be on the cards. With the final result a forgone 
conclusion “Thunder” finally started playing to their full potential, restricting their opponents to a 
further five points while scoring 13 themsleves. 
 

That impetus was carried into the final quarter with “Thunder’s” match-up zone defence finally 
containing Coventry’s, Rice who had previously ‘drained’ six 3 pointers. In the end it was too little 
too late but “Thunder” could look back at the end of their season in the knowledge that they had 
outscored “Tornadoes” 35-15 over the final 17 minutes of the game. 
 

In the five point defeat David Nieva top scored for “Thunder” with 21 points, good support coming 
from Josh Lloyd, Shekina Ntumba and Ed Wallhead.   
   
 

Northants win East Midlands under 11 Tournament 
 

Tow boys associated with the Northants Basketball Club featured in the Northamptonshire team 
who won the East Midlands Under 11 Tournament staged in Nottingham last weekend. 
 

Northamptonshire won their pool and defeated Leicestershire in the Final with Benas Maldutis and 
Jakubas Milencius both playing important roles in the team’s success. 
 

An East Midlands team will be selected for the forthcoming National Tournament with Benas and 
Jacob hoping to gain selection. 

 
 

Northants Basketball Club to stage National Girls Tournament 
 

This Saturday the Northants Basketball Club will stage a Girls National Tournament. The event will 
be the first of two to be run by the Club and has attracted teams from as far afield as Bristol, Didcot, 
Manchester, Southampton and Southend, plus two teams from the host club. 
 

The teams will be divided into two pools with shortened games and modified rules and it will give 
the participants a rare opportunity to compete against girls of their own age.  

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

FORTHCOMING  ACTION 
 

Saturday 25th March 
   9-30am to 11.00am Junior “Ballers” session plus Presentations 
   11.30am to 5.30pm National Girls Tournament 
                        

These activities will take place at the Northants Basketball Centre 
which is situated at Northampton School for Girls, Spinney Hill Road, Northampton 

 

 10.00am to 2.00pm  Under 15 Boys Central Venue at Northampton School for Boys 
 
 

Friday 31st March 
 7.00pm  End of Season Presentation Evening at Northampton School for Girls 
 

 
For further information contact: John Collins on 07801 533 151 


