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Gutsy “Thunder” slip to another defeat.  
 

National League Division 3 
(North Conference) 

Plymouth “Raiders II”  88 – 76  Northants “Thunder” 
 

A mini bus journey to Plymouth is never something to look forward to but even worse is the journey home 
after a narrow defeat is even worse. That is exactly what happened to the Northants senior men last Saturday 
as they slipped to their sixth Division 3 defeat. The team now languishes at the foot of the table which is not 
a true reflection of the team’s ability. 
 

Once again Thunder were forced by injury and non-availability to travel short-handed and there is no doubt 
that fatigue has played a major factor in a number of recent defeats. This coming weekend the team faces 
another ‘road’ trip when they travel to Team Solent. They will be hoping to make the journey with a full 
complement of players. 
 

Against the Plymouth second string Thunder made a great start to the game. Despite the arduous journey 
they led 24-20 after the first period of play. Raiders took the second quarter 21-19 but Thunder still led 43-41 
at the half time break. 
 

As the game became more physical in the third quarter Thunder found scoring difficult but determined 
defence kept the game tight but they still went into the final stanza trailing 57-60. At this stage fatigue kicked 
in and the home side were able to take the fourth quarter 28-19 to run out winners by 88 points to 76. 
 

Coach Grahame Yates was full of praise for the way his depleted team had battled through the game with 
particular mention going to Jacob Holt who top scored with 25 personal points. Excellent support came from 
the Thomas brothers Adam and junior Ollie who scored 16 and 15 points respectively while Johnny Yates 
chipped in with 14 points. 

 
Junior Men win in the ‘corridor’ despite fourth quarter ‘dry up’ 

 
Junior Men’s East  Midlands Development League 

N.E.B.C. “Titans II”  57 – 69  Northants “Thunder” 
	

Leading 64-45 going into the final period of play against NEBC Titans II, the Northants junior men looked to 
be cruising to a comfortable win. Titans however, had other ideas and a 10-2 run reduced Thunder’s 
advantage to 66-55 with three minutes of the game remaining. During that seven minute spell Thunder had 
been creating numerous scoring opportunities but shots that had been dropping rimmed out on a number of 
occasions. 
 

Fearing the worst Coach Rob Crump instructed his players to ‘run the clock’ and they did this superbly 
restricting Titan to just two points to run out winners by 69 points to 57.  
 

Not surprisingly the game between the two local rivals started in nervous fashion with both teams finding it 
difficult to find their rhythm. Thunder in particular were finding it difficult to cope with a court which 
although narrow shouldn’t have affected their play. The two teams exchanged baskets and at the end of the 
first quarter it was the home side that held the advantage at 19-18.   

Coach Crump urged his team to raise their level of performance in the second quarter particularly 
offensively, as his team had been guilty of settling for quick shots on against the Titans zone defence. 
Thanks to increased patience and some sharp shooting from Carlo Nieva who scored 11 points in the quarter, 
Thunder were able to take the period 25-15 to lead 43-34 at half time. 
 

The third quarter saw an energetic Thunder returning to the floor, and some good full court pressure 
defence forced turnovers which Thunder were able to capitalise on. The Nieva brothers Carlo and David 
together with Ollie Thomas kept the score board ticking over and a 12-2 run extended the Thunder lead to 
62-41. During this third period of play Thunder debutant James Barden caught the eye with some excellent 



defensive rebounding and Thunder closed the quarter leading 64-45. Then came that charge from the Titan 
second string which wasn’t quite enough to take the game as Thunder remain undefeated in the East 
Midlands Development league. 
 

In the 12 point win Carlo Nieva and brother David scored 19 and 14 points respectively but special mention 
should be made of leading scorer Ollie Thomas who netted 23 personal points. The previous day the Welsh 
international had travelled with the senior men’s team to Plymouth a little matter of ten hours in a mini bus; a 
truly remarkable achievement. 
 

At the end of the game Thunder coach Rob Crump commented “Despite the win today, we 
acknowledged that this was not one of our stronger performances in contrast to recent games. Playing on a 
tight narrow court limited our spacing in transition and in our half court offences. We struggled to nail shots 
from the perimeter which prevented us to break away from Titans in the first half but despite our struggles, 
we showed the character and determination to see out the game.”  
 		

Cadet Boys too strong for “Warriors” second string 
 

Under 16 Boys Midlands Development League 
Leicester “Warriors II” 25 – 73  Northants “Lightning” 

 

After their narrow loss against Leicester Dynamite the previous week, the Northants cadet boys got back to 
winning ways with a comprehensive win over the second string of Leicester Warriors. 
 

Initially, Thunder were troubled by Warriors ‘flex’ offence but still took the first quarter 20-10. Some 
defensive adjustments by stand-in coach Rob Eddon combated this threat and for the rest of the game 
Warriors were limited to just 15 points while Thunder poured in 53 to clinch the 73-25 victory. 
 

Throughout the game Thunder were able to dominate the rebounding department which enabled them to 
launch numerous fast break offences. Defensively Austin Evans and Aaron Muturi were able to put a great 
deal of pressure on the Warriors guards which limited their scoring opportunities and made it difficult for 
them to initiate their team’s offence, while offensively Chris Amankonah, Zak Kitchen, Shekina Ntumba and 
Ed Taylan all scored in double figure for Thunder. 
  

Cadette Women beaten by classy “Hatters” 
Under 16 Girls Premier Division North 

Northants “Lightning”  44 – 90  Sheffield “Hatters” 
 

Against quality teams one thing is imperative, make a good start. The Northants Cadette Women certainly 
forgot that message when they faced Sheffield Hatters at the Basketball Centre last Saturday. During the first 
quarter it looked as if it was Lightning that had travelled 100 plus miles as the northern team blitzed them 
with a 30 to six run. 
  

With the game as good as over as a contest at half time the Northants girls began to relax and play with the 
sort of intensity needed at this level.  The team battled hard through the third and fourth quarters none more 
so than England international Holly Winterburn who scored 20 points while Bahira Barakat battled hard for 
her 10 point haul 
 

Under 14 Girls well beaten by the ‘giantesses’ of Ipswich 
 

Under 14 Girls East Midland Conference 
Ipswich  “Bobcats”  107 - 34 Northants “Lightning” 

 
After the long trip along the A14 to Ipswich the Northants under 14 girls seemed fazed when confronted by a 
very tall Bobcats team. Despite the one-sided look to the final score the Lightning girls never gave up and 
stayed positive to the end. 
 

In the heavy defeat, Ony Onwumechilli with 13 points was the only Lightning player to score in double 
figures  
 

 



Under 14 Boys winning streak broken by “Riders”” 
 

Under 14 Boys Midlands Development League 
 

Leicester “Riders”  80 – 65  Northants “Thunder” 
 

Following their nail-biting win over Nottingham Hoods and an easy victory over Derby Trailblazers II on the 
previous two weekends the Northants under 14 boys travelled to Leicester Riders full of optimism. Coach 
Darijus Maldutis emphasised to his team the importance of good defence but his advice seemed to fall on 
deaf ears as the home side opened up with a 16-6 rush. The Northants boys mounted a slight rally but by the 
end of the first quarter they found themselves trailing 12-28 
 

There were some stern words for the Thunder players during the interval between quarters and this resulted 
in a better defensive performance during the second period but a succession of mid-court turn-overs proved 
costly. Riders were able to capitalise on these errors but Thunder were able to take the quarter 22-19 to close 
the gap to 34-47 at half time. 
 

At half time Coach Maldutis again emphasised the importance of team defence but to no avail as Riders 
seemed to score at will. Meanwhile at the offensive end Thunder were guilty of too much individual play 
which for the most part was unsuccessful. Once again a time out settled thing down a little Riders taking the 
period 23-17 to extend their lead to 70-51 leaving Thunder with the proverbial mountain to climb. 
 

Needing a massive effort to pull the game out of the fire several of the Thunder players were guilty of some 
casual play. After a number of substitutions the team pulled themselves together and actually won the fourth 
period 14-10 but it was a case of too little too late as they went down by 65 points to 80. The team realised 
they hadn’t performed to their full potential but against the better teams in the league they will need  to 
produce their best from the very start of the game. 
 

In the fifteen point loss Jonathan Ntumba had five blocks to go with his 17 points while Jude Carmichael 
scored 15 points. Other significant contributions came from Matteo Baja and Ashley Kitchen with 10 and 9 
points respectively while Oliver Dominique and Connor White both scored 8 points 

 
 
 

 

THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTION 
 

Friday 20th November 
 8-15pm   Hoopsterz Under 19 Central Venue League @ Northampton Academy 
        Northants Thunder versus Milton Keynes Lions 
 
Saturday 21st November 

9-30am until 11.00am Junior “Ballers” Session 
10-00am until 1.oopm Hoopsterz Under 15 Boys Central Venue league @ N.S.B. 
 

     Senior Men travel to Team Solent 
 

There are no under-aged National League fixtures this weekend because the weekend has been designated 
an England an training weekend. 

 

    
    

 
 
For further information contact John Collins on 07801 533151 


