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PRESS RELEASE 
  

“Thunder” ‘downed by “Raiders II” 
  

Men’s National League Division 3 (South Conference) 
Northants “Thunder”  75 –  90  Plymouth “Raiders II” 

 

After the disappointment of the previous week’s abandoned game in Cardiff, the Northants senior men 
suffered defeat at the hands of Plymouth “Raiders II” in a bad-tempered encounter at the Northants 
Basketball Centre. The game saw both teams go on substantial runs but a 17-2 “Raiders” charge in a five 
minute period during the first quarter probably proved to be decisive. Trailing 16-19 after the first quarter 
“Thunder” made a massive effort in the second quarter and thanks to some excellent shooting from Danny 
Barrett and Chris Fletcher had established an eight point lead at 42-39 by half time. 
 

Having seized the initiative “Thunder” undid all their good work in a tetchy third quarter. “Raiders” seemed 
quite happy when the game became more physical and took the period 28-17 to establish a 67-59 lead. 
Needing composure in the final period of play “Thunder” were guilty of taking poor shooting options and 
when they weren’t able to close the gap had to resort to sending their opponents to the free throw line. 
Unfortunately, “Raiders” proved to be accurate from the charity stripe and ran out winners by a very 
flattering 15 points. 
 

In the disappointing defeat “Thunder’s” scoring was led by Barrett with 18 points with good support coming 
from Fletcher, Connor Hadley and Jonny Yates. 
 

The team are back in action again this weekend with a home game against Team Solent.     
 

Nightmare second quarter and errors cost “Thunder” dear 
 

Junior Men’s Midland Conference 
Northants “Thunder  64 – 74  Sheffield “Saints” 

 

This reasons for this defeat were simple, a nightmare second quarter which saw “Thunder” amass just five 
points and a plethora of missed shots close to basket. Coach Rob Crump commented, "It was disappointing 
to lose our first game of the season which proved to be a close encounter throughout. Scoring 5 points in the 
second quarter made it difficult for us to recover but the team did show some character in the third to reduce 
the deficit to three points but we just couldn’t make that final surge.” 
 

“Thunder” had opened the game in positive style jumping out to a 17-8 lead but things went rapidly downhill 
from then on with the Northants boys outscored 7-24 over the next 15 minutes. Trailing 24-32 at half time 
“Thunder” responded well thanks to some excellent perimeter shooting from George Paul that closed the gap 
to three points. “Saints” had restored the gap to seven points by the end of the period and try as they might 
during the final period of play “Thunder” were unable to convert a number of easy shots as the Sheffield 
team held out for the ten point win. 
 

In the disappointing defeat George had four three-pointers in his 27 point haul but Carlo Nieva with 10 
points was the only other “Thunder” player able to score in double figures. 
 

Wiltshire hold no demons for “Lightning” 
Under 16 Girls Midlands South Conference 

Northants “Lightning”  69 -37  Wiltshire “Demons” 
The new look Northants Cadettes played their first game of the new season and recorded a pleasing 32 points 
win over an enthusiastic Wiltshire “Demons” team and despite playing without the services of England guard 
Sarah Round who is still recovering from injury. Coach Karen Goodrich was pleased that eight of her players 
contributed to her team’s 69 point total led by a 34 point haul from Ruchae Walton. The other “Lightning” 
player to catch the eye was Caitlin Stewart who led her team well while several girls playing at under 16 
level for the first time made some excellent contributions. If the team is to achieve its full potential this 
season these players will need to make major contributions in the games to come. 
 



 “Thunder” take the bite out of Cobras 
Under 15 Boys Midland  South Conference 

Bracknell “Cobra’s”   61 – 104 Northants “Thunder”  
 

The Northants “Thunder” under 15 boys opened their 2014-’15 campaign with a comfortable win over 
Brackley “Cobras” on the back of 53 points from guard Jacob Round. 
 

“Thunder” were initially rocked by Brackley’s, Fettes who opened the scoring for the home team and 
causing the “Thunder” defence a number of problems. The Northants boys raised the intensity of their 
defence and some good pressure from Jared Ryan led to a number of steals for Ed Taylan and this helped 
“Thunder” to establish a 33-20 lead by the end of the first period of play. 
 

The Northants boys were able to maintain their defensive pressure in the second quarter limiting their 
opponents to just 14 points while scoring 28 themselves to establish a 61-34 half time lead. “Thunder” were 
beginning to operate effectively as a team with Zak Kitchen and Tyler Mutemasango contributing to the 
scoring. 
 

In the third quarter “Thunder” once again restricted “Cobras” to 14 points while taking their total on to 85 
points thanks to the efforts of Toby Oxford who was strong in defence pulling off a number of blocked shots 
while Ainsley Reynolds chipped in with some important points. 
 

With the game over as a contest the Northants coaches Jonny and Grahame Yates were able to give all their 
players ample court time as the team cruised to a 104 to 61 points win with all their players contributing to 
the scoring. 
 

Queely too much for “Thunder” 
 

Under 14 Boys Midlands Conference 
Northants Thunder   52 – 68  Leicester Warriors  

 

 Northants went into Saturday’s home game against Leicester Warriors with the aim of securing a win in 
their first league game of the season, but they ended up disappointed by the 52-68 loss.  It would be more 
accurate to describe the game as Thunder versus Kareem Queeley, Leicester’s incredibly talented all-rounder 
and arguably the best player in the country for his year group.  Despite the defensive efforts of Tom Berry, 
Max Evans and Chris Amankonah, Queeley still managed to score 49 points, which included three 3-
pointers.   
 

The by-quarter analysis highlights just how dominant Queeley was scoring 12 of Leicester’s 20 first quarter 
points, 15 of their 17 second quarter points, and 17 of their 19 third quarter points.   
Coach Round was disappointed by Thunder’s first quarter performance, which saw them fall 7-20 behind 
and left them chasing the game - a tough task with Queeley in absolutely magnificent form. Thunder’s only 
real chance was when Queeley took his turn on the bench, but this didn’t happen until the 37th minute of the 
match when Leicester’s coach finally gave him a rest.  This highlighted the overall depth of the Northants 
team as they went on a 14-0 run and were able to close the gap, which might prove important later in the 
season.   
 

For Thunder, Ed Wallhead top scored with 17 points and he was well-supported by Josh Lloyd who scored 
13 and Chris Amankonah who scored 7.  With no game next Saturday, Thunder have a couple of training 
sessions to prepare for their next league game which will be at home to local rivals, Northamptonshire 
“Titans”. 

 
Under 13 Boys go down despite the efforts of Kitchen 

 
Under 13 Boys Midlands Conference 

Northants “Thunder”  60 – 76  Shropshire “Warriors” 
 

Last Sunday a young Northants “Thunder” under 13 team were heavily beaten by a talented Notts Nova who 
showed no mercy in running in a massive points total. Against Shropshire “Warriors” last Saturday the team 
looked rather nervous and made a tentative start to the contest falling 13-24 behind after the first period of 
play with Warriors’ Forbes looking unstoppable. Another big defeat looked to be on the cards but with 
Dominque Oliver rebounding well and Ashley Kitchen scoring from the perimeter the team battled back only 
losing the second quarter 18-21. 



 

The third period of play was also very close with Kitchen turning on a shooting clinic for “Thunder” as 
“Warriors” just edged the quarter 15-14 then taking the final stanza 16-15. This meant the Northants boys 
had only lost the second half 29-31 and this should give them a great deal of confidence for future 
games. 
 

Coach Darijus Maldutis was delighted that all ten of his players contributed to his teams’ 60 points 
total led by Kitchen with a 22 point total; good support coming from Isaac Round with 11 points 
and Oliver with 10, while Forbes totaling 38 points for “Warriors”. 
 

 
THIS WEEKEND’S ACTIVITIES 

 
Friday 10th October 
 8.15pm   Northants “Thunder Too” play Northampton “Vipers” in the  

     Northants Central Venue League at Northampton Academy 
 
Saturday 11th October 

9.30 am until 11am Under 10 and Under 12 “Ballers” Academy 
 

10.00 am until 11am Junior “Ballers” 
 

11.30am  Under 14 Girls versus City of Birmingham 
   Under 15 Boys versus Milton Keynes “Lions” 
 

1.30pm   Senior Women versus Nottingham “Wildcats”  (National Cup) 
    

3.30pm   Senior Men versus Team Solent 
 

All the games will be played at the Northants Basketball Centre which I situated at Northampton School for 
Girls in Spinney Hill Road, Northampton. 

 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 

    Under 11’s Hoopsterz Central Venue League 
     13 Boys travel to Leicester “Warriors” 

    Cadet Men travel to Birmingham “Mets” 
 
Sunday 12th October 
    Under 16 Girls travel to NEBC “Titans” 

 
 

 
For further information contact John Collins on 07801 533 151 

 
	  

 


