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PRESS   RELEASE 
 

Win over “Mets” makes it eight straight for “Thunder”. 
 

Men’s National League Division 4 
(Midlands Conference) 

Northants “Thunder”  76 – 43  Birmingham “Mets II” 
 

This 33 point win over the Birmingham “Mets” second string saw “Thunder” extended their 
winning streak to eight games and keep them in second place in the Conference table. 
 

Having been well beaten by the “Mets” first team in a Shield game, the Northants players were well 
aware of the potential athleticism of their Birmingham based opponents. The game plan was to play 
controlled disciplined basketball and not get involved in a run-and-gun style of game. This game 
plan worked well in the first period of play and after the two teams had exchanged baskets 
“Thunder” embarked on a 14-3 run to lead 17-9 at the end of the first quarter. 
 

“Thunder” were guilty of some defensive indiscipline in the second quarter and were rocked by 
some good perimeter shooting from their opponents which closed the score to 21-18 but led by 8 
points from Richard Higgins, “Thunder” mounted a 12-5 charge to take a 37-28 lead into the locker 
room at half time. 
 

During the half time break “Thunder” coaches John Collins and Grahame Yates made some 
defensive adjustments with increased pressure on the “Mets” ball carriers. They could not have 
anticipated how successful this tactic would prove to be as “Mets” went scoreless for fully nine 
minutes of the fourth quarter. The increased pressure also forced numerous turn overs leading to 
easy scores as “Thunder” outscored their opponents 20-2 to establish an unassailable 57-30 lead. 
 

“Thunder” continued to hold the upper hand in the final period of play although they were troubled 
by the driving play of Mets’, Henry as they ran out comfortable winners after what had been a 
scrappy game. Their scoring was led by Higgins with 18 points with Jacob Holt and Matt Yates 
supporting well with 15 and 12 points respectively while nine players contributed to the final total. 
 

Collins commented, “It’s always pleasing to games like this, I guess you could call it winning ugly. 
I’m pleased with the way our players are beginning to understand their roles.”    

 
Junior Men gain revenge over Frankley thanks to Samuels 

 

Junior Men’s National League 
(Midlands West Conference) 

 

Frankley “Falcons”  52 – 89  Northants “Thunder” 
 

Thirty-five points including an impressive nine three pointers, from guard Cameron Samuels, 
helped the Northants junior men gain revenge for an overtime defeat at the hands of “Falcons” 
earlier in the season.  



“Thunder” dominated the early exchanges and thanks to good ball movement jumped out to a 23-13 
first quarter lead. The Northants boys went off the boil a little in the second period of play which 
they edged 15-11 to lead 38-24 at half time.  
 

Any hope the west Midlands team had of making a comeback disappeared in the third quarter with 
the hot-handed Samuels leading helping his team to win the period 24-11 and establish a 
commanding 59-35 match-winning lead. With the game already won “Thunder” dominated the final 
quarter 27-17 to run out winners by 89 points to 52. 
 

In the 37 point win Chris Amankonah scored 18 points, Ed Wallhead 12 and Zac Kitchen 11 but it 
was Samuels who was the star of the show. 

 
Gutsy Cadet Boys see off “Tornadoes” 

 
Under 16 Boys National League 

(Midlands West Conference) 
 

Northants “Thunder”  58 -47  Coventry “Tornadoes” 
 

Earlier in the season “Thunder” had comfortably defeated “Tornadoes” by 19 points but it was a 
very different Coventry outfit that turned up at the Basketball Centre last Saturday and the visitors 
took the court holding a definite height advantage. 

 

“Thunder” closed the game with an 11 point advantage but they were rather flattered by that final 
score line having trailed by 7 points midway through the third quarter with “Tornadoes” centre 
Lakowski, already having scored 15 points. It was to the credit of the “Thunder” ‘bigs’, Jacob 
Barlow-Hardiman and Tom McLeod that they battled hard to contain  the giant restricting him to 
just a further five points. Credit should also go to the “Thunder” perimeter players who pressurised 
the “Tornadoes” ball handlers so cutting off the supply route to Lakowski. Thanks to their defensive 
efforts “Thunder” restricted their opponents to just 10 points in the final 15 minutes of the game and 
this was the key to their victory. 
 

“Thunder” made a good start to the game taking an early lead and at the end of the first period of 
play they were ahead 19-12. This lead disappeared in the second quarter and two, 10-2 surges by 
the Coventry team gave them the lead which they held until the fifth minute of the third quarter. 
Then came the increase in defensive intensity from “Thunder” and a win that at one stage seemed 
unlikely. 
 

In the 11 point victory, nine “Thunder” players contributed to the final total led by Patrick Adeji 
and Connor White with 15 and 11 points respectively. 

 
Under 14 Boys hold on to beat “Bears” 

 

Under 14 Boys National League 
(Midlands West Conference) 

 

Northants “Thunder”  58 – 47  Worcester “Wolves” 
  

The Northants “Thunder” under 14 Boys secured their second win in a row with a victory over 
West Midlands rivals the Worcester “Wolves” last Saturday. 
 

The start of the game saw both teams struggling to score and four minutes had passed before the 
first field goal was scored, a drive to basket by Ashley Kitchen. “Thunder” edged ahead 6-1 but 
back to back baskets from the “Wolves” reduced the lead to a single point. Despite struggling to 
score “Thunder” displayed some good team defense and a 7-zero run gave them a 13-5 lead at the 
end of the first quarter. 
 



Coach Rob Crump urged his players to build upon the energy displayed at the end of the first 
quarter but “Thunder” were made to work hard offensively and they found if difficult to break down 
the “Wolves” sagging man to man defense. A 15-2 surge by the Northants boys led by Benas 
Maldutis, Ashley Kitchen and Tom Greenfield help to build their team’s lead, which stood at 29-16 
at half time. 
   

The third quarter proved to be a frustrating one for “Thunder” as they contrived to miss numerous 
lay ups and put backs. This prevented them extending their lead substantially and at the end of the 
third quarter “Wolves” were still ‘in’ the game at 28-42. 
 

A 6-zero run by the “Wolves” at the start of the fourth period of play saw the “Thunder” lead 
reduced to 42-34 but eight points from Kitchen eased the “Thunder” nerves. Their resilience was 
tested in the final five minutes of the game as “Wolves” outscored them 11-5 but they held on for 
the hard-fought 58-47 victory. 
 

In the 11 point win the “Thunder” scoring was led by Ashley Kitchen with 27 points but Benas 
Maldutis with 12 points was the only other “Thunder” player to score in double figures. 
 

Coach Crump commented “It is pleasing to secure two wins on the bounce and this will give the 
players more confidence. We made things very difficult for ourselves in the third quarter, missing 
far too many lay ups, we also failed to ‘finish around the basket’ and these factors preventing us 
from putting the game out of reach of our opponents.” 
 

Under 14 Girls too strong for game Shenley 
 

Under 14 Girls Non-Conference game 
Northants “Lightning”  65 -21  Shenley 

 

In search of opposition for her younger players Coach Karen Goodrich arranged this non-
Conference game against Milton Keynes based Shenley. In the event even the young “Lightning” 
players proved too strong for their enthusiastic but inexperienced opponents. 
 

“Lightning” comfortably won all four periods of play with Goodrich insisting on discipline and on-
court organisation. In the comfortable win Kyla Pryce-Clarke top scored with 14 points, while Keris 
Jegede scored 10 points and Abbie Muturi 8. 
 

Goodrich commented, “It is a pity the girls weren’t challenged a little harder but the game was a 
good experience for our younger players who will have gained a lot of confidence from it.”  
 

 

THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTION 
Saturday  16th December 
 9-30am to 11-00am Junior “Ballers” session. 
        11-30am Under 14 Girls Friendly game. 
    Under 14 Boys versus Oxford “Hoops” 
       2-00pm Under 16 Girls versus Manchester “Mystics II” 
                              

All these games will be played ay the Basketball Centre which is situated at 
Northampton School for Girls, Spinney Hill Road, Northampton 

 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 

       Senior Men travel to Mansfield “Giants” 
 

Sunday 17th December   
       Under 14 Girls travel to Northamptonshire “Titans” 
 

For more information contact: John Collins on 07801 533 151 


