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PRESS   RELEASE

Fourth quarter slump hurts Cadet Boys
Under 16 Boys National League
(Midlands West Conference)

Northants “Thunder”

47 – 66

Worcester Wolves”
Going into the fourth quarter “Thunder” were still in contact with “Wolves” at 40-47 but they were outscored 7-19 over the final ten minutes of play as they slipped to a 19 point defeat which was no reflection of the game. 
“Thunder” opened the game with an 11-7 run thanks to successful perimeter shots from Demantas Cebatorinuas and Ashley Kitchen. “Thunder” had unsettled the visitor’s ball handlers with some spirited pressure defence which forced a number of turnovers. “Wolves” responded with an 8-zero run to secure a 15-11 lead, which was extended to 19-15 by half time.

The two teams exchanged scores at the start of the second quarter, but three “Thunder” players, Dambrauskas, Litsai and Spatcher all found themselves on three fouls. “Thunder” became heavily reliant on Cebatoriunas for their scoring and became reluctant to take the ball to basket. A Litsai three pointer did reduce the deficit to 27-29, but a number of turnovers allowed “Wolves” to extend their lead to 36-27 at half time.
At the start of the third quarter, Coach Crump switched his team to a 3-2 zone to limit “Wolves” scoring threat close to basket and this reduced the visitors to 11 quarter points. This should have given “Thunder” the opportunity to close the deficit but they were guilty of poor execution in their transition offense, turning the ball over on numerous occasions. This allied to some poor finishing on the break meant that “Thunder” were unable to close the gap. A 7-zero surge helped “Thunder” to win the quarter 13-11 and at 40-47 they were still in the game.
“Thunder” required a big effort in the final quarter, but they were unable to do this as they were totally thrown by the full court pressure defence employed by “Wolves”. “Thunder” went five minutes before they could score a field goal and when they did the visitors mounted a 9-zero to put the game beyond the reach of “Thunder”

In the 19 point defeat, Demantas Cebatoriunas led Thunder in scoring with 16 points support coming from Ashley Kitchen and Tom Peachey scoring 9 and 8 points respectively.

Coach Crump commented, “This was a fixture that was certainly winnable but the high number of turnovers and poor execution on offense adversely impacted on our performance.”
Big boost for Northants “Thunder” senior men.

The chances of the Northants senior men making it the end of season Play Offs received a big boost over the weekend, despite not having a game. City of Birmingham “Rockets” who started the weekend joint top of the Midlands Conference lost to Warwickshire “Hawks” and Charnwood College “Riders”and slipped to five losses for the season. That leaves “Thunder” and Nottingham University on three losses and the two teams meet at the Basketball Centre in a fortnight’s time. 

Poppy leads Cadette Girls to great ‘road win’ 
Under 16 Girls National League

(North Conference)

City of Leeds

50 – 63

Northants “Lightning”
A 21 point haul allied to 12 rebounds from Poppy Barnett saw the Northants cadette girls record an important ‘road’ win against a much improved City of Leeds team. A comfortable win looked to be on the cards at half time with “Lightning” holding a 27-16 lead but Leeds battled back in the third period to close the gap to 35-39 going into the final ten minutes of play. The Northants girls showed a great deal of composure to take the final stanza 24-15 and run out winners by 63 points to 50.

In addition to Barnett’s sterling effort Lucy Need ham and Dina Kosnikovsak also made important contributions with 15 and 14 points respectively while Coach Emma Salisbury was full of praise for the back court control of Janika Siafa and the defensive efforts of Grace.

The win moves “Lightning” up to third in the Conference table with the chances of an end of season Play Off berth still a possibility.  
Free throw nightmare sees Under 14 Boys slip to defeat

Under 14 Boys National League

(Midlands West Conference)

City of Birmingham “Rockets II”

50 – 46

Northants “Thunder”



Not for the first time this season the Northants under 14 boys lost a game because of their inability to convert from the free throw line. Last Saturday against the C.O.B. “Rockets” second string they missed an unbelievable 29 shots from the ‘charity stripe’ and slipped to a four point defeat.

“Thunder” had beaten “Rockets” on two occasions this season but it was a very different looking Birmingham team that took the floor last Saturday. “Rockets” enjoyed a distinct height advantage but their players were guilty of committing a number of fouls but this made little difference to the final result because of “Thunder’s” inability to convert the resulting free throws.

The game was a low scoring affair dominated by defence and “Thunder” started the final quarter trailing 33-39 but despite their best efforts could only win the final stanza 13-11 as the home side held on for the narrow win.

For “Thunder”, Tom Greenfield scored 11 points and Benas Maldutis 10 but no other player could score in double figures although Jordan Gbanja pulled down an impressive 20 rebounds.  
THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTION
Saturday 2nd February

9-30 – 11- 00am
Junior “Ballers”


           11-30am

Under 14 Boys versus Milton Keynes “Trojans”
  

 1-30pm
Under 16 Girls versus Lancashire “Spinners”

   

 3-30pm
Junior Men versus Nottingham “Hoods”

  

 5-30pm
Senior men versus Nottingham Trent “Hoods”
These games and the “Ballers” session will be staged at the Basketball Centre which is situated at Northampton School for Girls in Spinney Hill Road, Northampton

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE




Under 16 Boys travel Stoke-on-Trent “Knights”

  


Under 13 Girls travel to Ipswich “Bobcats”
Sunday 3rd February
Under 12 Tournaments
   

11-30am
“Lightning” versus Sheffield “Hatters”

(Girls)
  



“Thunder” versus City of Birmingham 

(Boys)
  

  1-00pm
Sheffield “Hatters versus City of Leeds

(Girls)

  



C.O.B. “Titans versus City of Birmingham
(Boys)

  

  2-30pm
“Lightning” versus City of Leeds


(Girls)

  



“Thunder” versus C.O.B. “Titans”

These games will be staged at the Basketball Centre which is situated at Northampton School for Girls in Spinney Hill Road, Northampton

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE
For more information on this Press Release contact: John Collins on 07801 533 151
