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 “Thunder” stay top after narrow win over Nottingham Trent 
 

Division Four National League 
(Midlands Conference) 

Northants “Thunder”  77 – 72  Nottingham Trent “Hoods” 
 

The Northant senior men sit as joint leaders of the Midlands Conference after this win over the 
students of Nottingham Trent University. 
 

Thunder” looked to be cruising to a comfortable win after establishing a 44-30 half time lead. 
“Hoods” opened the third quarter with an 8-zero charge with “Thunder” rattled by the visitors full 
court press defence. A time out steadied the “Thunder” effort and a 10-2 run re-established the 14 
point lead but then the team totally lost their discipline and proceeded to turn the ball over in every 
way imaginable. “Hoods” went on 11-zero and 9-zero charges to take a 62-59 lead by the end of the 
quarter. 
 

“Thunder’s” problems were exacerbated by a shoulder injury to Hayden Alcindor and the loss of 
Richard Higgins with five fouls and by now the game had become very frenetic and physical. To 
their credit “Thunder” were able to keep their composure and back-to-back scores from Jason 
Tucker and a put back score from Jacob Holt gave “Thunder” the lead midway through the quarter 
which they were able to hold onto for the rest of the game. 
 

In the five point win there was lopsided look to the “Thunder” scoring which was led by Matt Yates 
with 23 points. Good support came from Terrell Salmon who recorded a double-double of 18 points 
and a dozen rebounds, Tucker scored 8 points and pulled down 10 rebounds while the contributions 
of Holt and Alcindor before his injury, were important. 
 

“Thunder” sit joint top of the Conference with Nottingham University and the two teams meet at the 
Basketball Centre on Saturday, while Warwickshire “Hawks” are just one loss behind these two 
teams. “Thunder” face “Hawks” on 2nd March.     

 
Junior Men well beaten by Nottingham “Hoods” 

 

Junior Men’s National League 
(Premier Central League) 

Northants “Thunder”  64 – 91  Nottingham “Hoods” 
 

The trials and tribulations of the Northants junior men continued on Saturday when they were well 
beaten by Nottingham “Hoods”. 
 

“Thunder” could manage just 10 points in the first quarter while “Hoods” poured in 31. “Hoods” 
maintained this margin for seven minutes of the second quarter before an 11-zero charge at end of 
the quarter to trail 32-48 at half time. 
 

Any hope of “Thunder” closing the gap disappeared in a three minute spell in the third quarter with 
“Hoods” mounting a 13-zero rush to take an unassailable 73-46 lead by the end of the quarter. To 
their credit continued to battle hard to tie the fourth quarter 18 points each but the final result was 
never in doubt. 



For “Thunder”, Ed Wallhead top scored with 16 points and he got good support from Chris 
Amankonah and Alex Caligaru with 13 and 11 points respectively while Jacob Barlow-Hurdiman 
and Josh Taylor both scored 8 points. 

 
Cadet Boys are second best in Stoke  

 
Under 16 Boys National League 

(Midlands West Conference) 
Stoke on Trent “Knights”  77 – 38  Northants “Thunder”  

 

Despite being deep intp the season this was the first time meeting between these two teams. 
 

The “Knights” started the game with a 2-3 zone, and some good ball movement by “Thunder” saw 
them find open shots which they were unable to convert. Defensively “Thunder” were struggling to 
contain the “Knights” guard Mihell-Diaz who scored consecutive baskets but back to back scores 
from Kris Dambrauskas and consecutive three pointers from Ashley Kitchen installed confidence in 
the Northants offence. A dominant surge by “Knights” saw them lead 26-15 at the end of the first 
quarter. 
 

“Thunder” struggled in the second quarter, especially defensively failing to secure defensive 
rebounds as the physical “Knights” scored with a number of offensive rebounds. “Thunder” were 
further handicapped when their strongest rebounder Emeka Atunanya picked up his third foul and 
the half closed with “Thunder” trailing 22-51. 
 

 Coach Crump employed a 3-2 zone defence at the start of the third quarter in an attempt to disrupt 
and slow down the Knights offense. This was successful to a certain extent, however on offence  
“Thunder” were guilty of making some poor decision in the broken floor result and failed to convert 
a number of scoring opportunities. They could manage only four points in the quarter and trailed 
26-68 going into the last ten minutes of play. 
 

With the game out of reach, “Thunder” were able to be more competitive but despite winning the 
final quarter 12-9 the final result was never in doubt as “Knights” ran out winners 77points to 38. 
 

“Thunder” were led in scoring by Ashley Kitchen with 9 points supported by 8 points from Kris 
Dambrauskas. 

 
Play Off setback for Under 16 Girls 

 
Under 16 Girls National League 

(North Conference) 
 

Northants “Lightning”  49 - 58  Lancashire “Spinners” 
 

The Play Off hopes of the Northants cadette Girls suffered a major setback last Saturday when they 
were beaten by Lancashire “Spinners”. They now need to hope that other teams challenging for the 
second Play Off spot are beaten and the clashes against Sheffield “Hatters II” and Hatfield “Fliers 
this weekend are critical. 
 

Against “Spinners”, Thunder playing without the services of the influential Dina Kosnikovska 
struggled to score in the first two quarters and trailed 23-27 at half time 16 of those points coming 
from Lucy Needham.  
 

The third quarter was a strange affair with “Spinners” opening with a 12-2 run countered by a  
10-zero response from “Lightning”. Trailing 35-39 going into the final quarter “Spinners” were able 
to keep their noses in front over the final ten minutes to record a nine point win.  
 

For “Lightning”, Needham top scored with 24points but only Poppy Barnett with 8 points could 
make any significant contribution. 
 

 



The inadequacies of the national competitions were clearly illustrated last weekend with two teams 
from the Northants Club suffering heavy defeats which with alternative organization could have 

been avoided.  
 

“Trojans” too big for gutsy Under 14 Boys 
 

Under 14 Boys National League 
(Midlands West Conference) 

 

Northants “Thunder”  43 – 136 Milton Keynes “Trojans” 
 

Milton Keynes have totally dominated the Midlands West Conference with only Worcester “Bears” 
getting within 30 points of the Conference leaders. There is no doubt that “Trojans” should be 
playing in the Premier League, why they aren’t is a mystery. 
 

Last Saturday for the third time this season “Thunder” were physically overwhelmed by a bigger 
and physically stronger team finally slipping to a 93 points defeat. “Thunder” struggled in all four 
quarters of play but never gave up and two boys, Ruben Forde and Tadowa Matika made promising 
debuts. Benas Maldutis defied his lack of inches top scoring for “Thunder” with 15 points while 
Jordan Gbamanya rebounded well  

 
 

Big defeat for Under 13 Girls at Ipswich 
 

Under 14 Girls National League 
(Midlands East Conference) 

 

Ipswich Basketball  126 - 22 Northants “Lightning Too” 
 

A few weeks ago the Northants Under 14 Girls were heavily beaten by the talented Ipswich team so 
the Under 13’s, “Lightning Too” knew they were going to be in for a tough time and so it proved. 
The Northants girls failed to score in double figures in all four quarters but gave of their best in very 
difficult circumstances. 
 

The situation raises two issues, first because there is no Under 13 girls’ competition where can these 
younger girls play other than play in the age group above? Secondly, why isn’t there a system 
which grades teams at Christmas with leagues of equal ability formed in the New Year? This would 
avoid one sided games which have limited value for either of the teams involved    

 
 

Under 12 Central Venue Leagues 
Over 60 boys and girls participated in these six games at the Basketball Centre last Sunday. 

Cheered on by an enthusiastic crowd this was a wonderful advert for basketball  
 

Boys Central England League 
 

Northants “Thunder”  37 – 35  City of Birmingham “Rockets” 
NEBC “Titans”  39 – 27  City of Birmingham “Rockets” 
Northants “Thunder”  31 – 37  NEBC “Titans” 
 

After this latest tournament Northamptonshire “Titans” top the league with a perfect played 8  
won 8 record. Against “Thunder” they held a narrow 17-16 half time lead which they were able to 
extend to 37-31 by the end of the game. For “Thunder”, Thomas Bates scored 8 points and Ben 
Koolen 6 while for “Titans”, Ethan Round scored 15 points. 
 

Earlier “Thunder” had held on to beat C.O.B. “Rockets” 37-35 despite conceding seven points in 
the last minute of the game. The “Thunder” scoring was led by Bates and Leon Smartt. In the 
middle game of the tournament “Titans” found themselves trailing 16-17 at half time but led by 20 
second half points from Round eventually ran out comfortable winners    

 
 
 
 



Girls North of England league 
 

Northants “Lightning”  38 – 44  Sheffield “Hatters” 
City of Leeds   14 – 60  Sheffield “Hatters” 
Northants “Lightning”  56 – 39  City of Leeds 
 

The first game of the tournament was a great advert for girls’ basketball. “Hatters” held the 
ascendency for most of the game but “Lighting” just wouldn’t ‘go away’ and mounted a number of 
surges to keep the game close. For “Lightning” Amelia Stirling top scored with 14 points well 
supported by Mia Gajaga and Keris Ndubisi with 9 and 7 points respectively 
 

With City of Leeds fielding a very inexperienced team Coach Goodrich was able to give several 
girls their first experience of a formal game and she was delighted with the way her more 
experienced players helped these newcomers in the comfortable win. 
 
 
 

 
 

THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTION 
 

Saturday 9th February 
 9-30 – 11- 00am Junior “Ballers” 
             11-30pm Under 13 Girls versus County Upper “Wolves” 
    1-30pm  Under 16 Girls versus Hatfield “Fliers” 
     3-30pm Under 14 Girls versus NEBC “Titans” 
     5-30pm   Senior Men versus Nottingham University 
      

These games and the “Ballers” session will be staged at the Basketball Centre which is situated at 
Northampton School for Girls in Spinney Hill Road, Northampton 

 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 

   Under 14 Boys travel to NEBC “Titans” 
 

For more information on this Press Release contact: John Collins on 07801 533 151 


