
NORTHANTS   BASKETBALL   CLUB 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRESS   RELEASE 
 
 

Free Throw errors cost “Thunder” dear 
 

Division Four National League 
(Midlands Conference) 

Northants “Thunder”  62 – 67  University of Nottingham  
 

The Northants senior men missed out on the opportunity to take over leadership of the Midlands 
Conference after slipping to defeat against joint leaders University of Nottingham. “Thunder” did a 
great job in restricting the university team to just 67 points but were let down by some appaling free 
throw shooting which saw them miss nineteen shots from the ‘charity stripe’. 
 

Playing without their American centre, Eighme, Nottingham made a bright start to the game 
jumping out to a 22-14 lead after the first quarter, with “Thunder” struggling to execute their 
offences effectively. 
 

Two three-pointers by Jason Tucker at the start of the second quarter got “Thunder” back on track 
but they were troubled by the driving play of Nottingham’s Haland. “Thunder” edged the quarter 
19-18 but were becoming concerned about the physical nature of the game and the half time 
message to the team was to keep their composure and work hard on defence. The team certainly 
took this message on board and a combination of effort and switching defences restricted 
Nottingham to just 27 second half points.   
 

The third quarter was the most productive for “Thunder” as they outscored their opponents 18-11 to 
tie the scores up at 51 all going into the final ten minutes of the game, but this had come at a price. 
Point guard Johnny Yates had to leave the game with an unsportsmanlike and technical foul and the 
influential Richard Higgins was in foul trouble.  
 

The fourth quarter started badly for “Thunder” with Nottingham’s, Okesade scoring three deep 
perimeter shots forcing “Thunder” to switch to a man-to-man defence. Trailing 57-67 the game 
looked over for “Thunder” but by keeping Nottingham scoreless for the last few minutes they gave 
themselves a chance of rescuing the game and a ‘three’ from Tucker and a put back score from 
Hayden Alcindor gave them hope. However, in the last minute of the game they were unable to 
score and missed four free throws as the university team held on for the win. 
 
“Thunder” are now tied on four losses with Warwickshire “Hawks” with the two teams meeting at 
the Basketball Centre in three weeks time. This weekend “Thunder” face a tricky away game 
against Mansfield “Giants”. 
 
In Saturday’s loss Jason Tucker top scored for “Thunder” with 22 points. He also pulled down a 
dozen rebounds, while Richard Higgins gave excellent support with 17 points but no other 
Northants player was able to score in double figures.   

 
 
 
 

Under 16 Girls get back to winning ways 
 



Under 16 Girls National League 
(North Conference) 

 

Northants “Lightning”  51 - 35  Lancashire “Spinners” 
 

The Northants cadette girls got back to winning ways with a 16 point victory over hatfield “Fliers” 
in a low scoring game. 
 

Earlier in the season “Lightning” had triumphed in overtime so were determined to make a positive 
start to the game and they did this restricting their opponents to a miserly five points in the first 
quarter while scoring 11 themselves. “Hatfield” were able to capitalise in the second quarter as 
“Lightning” relaxed their efforts and were guilty of some sloppy play. Both teams scored 11 points 
in that second quarter so the Northants girls went to the locker room at half time holding a 22-16 
lead. 
 

In the third quarter “Lightning” got back to something like their best and with Dina Kosnikovska 
controlling play from the back court they were able to outscore “Fliers” 18-11 with Lucy Needham 
scoring eight of those points. The Hatfield girls mounted a determined effort in the final quarter but 
the final result was never in doubt as “Lightning” ran out winners by 51 points to 35.   
 

In the 16 point win nine “Lightning” players scored led by Kosnikovska and Needham with 18 and 
11 points respectively. 
 

This weekend the girls travel to Sheffield knowing a win against the “Hatters” second string is a 
must if they are to make the end of season Play Offs.  

 
Round too much for Under 14 Boys 

 
Under 14 Boys National League 

(Midlands West Conference) 
 

N.E.B.C. “Titans Purple” 87 – 77  Northants “Thunder” 
 

After their heavy loss at the hands of Milton Keynes “Trojans” the previous week, the Northants  
under 14 boys made the short trip to Wellingborough to take on local rivals “Titans” hopeful of 
reversing the defeat in their first game of 2019. 
 

“Thunder” made an excellent start to the game jumping out to a 20-9 lead with Dylan Dominici and 
Tom Greenfield looking particularly impressive on offence. This lead however, had come at a price 
with Jordan Gbhanja picking up three personal fouls. With Gbhanja on the bench “Titans” were 
able to regroup and by the end of the quarter had reduced the gap to 17-26. 
 

“Titans” made the better start to the second quarter and a 10-4 run go them right back into the game 
and a 6-zero surge in the middle of the quarter gave them the lead which they were able to hold onto 
for the rest of the game. 
 

Trailing 41-42 at half time “Thunder” needed a good third quarter but after scores from Benas 
Maldutis and Greenfield they succumbed to a 13-4 “Titans” charge led by Ethan Round and trailing 
59-69 at the end of the quarter they were left to struggle for the rest of the game. 
 

Over the last ten minutes of play “Thunder” gave it everything they had and the quarter was tied 18 
all with “Titans” holding out for a well deserved 87-77 victory. 
 
The “Thunder” scoring was led by Tom Greenfield with 32 points and he was well supported by 
Dylan Dominici with 23 points. Ruben Forde playing just his second national league game scored 
10 points but no other “Thunder” player could score in double figures. For “Titans”, the impressive 
Ethan Round top scored with 25 points but more importantly five other players made significant 
contributions. 

 
 

“Titans get the better of below par Under 14 Girls 
 

Under 14 Girls National League 
(Midlands East Conference) 



Northants “Lightning”  47 – 66  N.E.B.C. “Titans” 
 

 The Northants under 14 girls were well beaten by local rivals “Titans” after producing a half of 
basketball they will need to get out of their system very quickly. In the first quarter of play they 
could manage just four points scoring just one field goal. Things were very little better in the second 
quarter as they managed seven points and with an 11-43 half time score line the game was as good 
as over as a contest. 
 

To their credit “Lightning” battled hard in the final two quarters outscoring “Titans” 36-23 but it 
was too little too late as “Titans” recorded their second win of the season over “Lightning” 
 

For “Lightning”, Fiona Arhur was the only player to score in double figures with 19 personal 
points, 16 of them coming in the second half. No other “Lightning” player made it to double figures 
and the team effort wasn’t helped by missing an alarming 28 free throws.  

 
Under 13 Girls get close to “Wolves” 

 
Northants “Lightning Too”  59 – 67  County Upper “Wolves” 

 

When these two teams met earlier in the season “Wolves” came out on top by almost 40 points so 
this result had be considered as a major step forward for the young “Lightning team but Coach 
Karen Goodrich was a little disappointed and felt her team could well have recorded a win. 
 

“Lightning” trailed 2-10 after the first five minutes but an 11-8 surged close the gap by the end of 
the first quarter with the younger Northants players showing what they were made of. “Lightning” 
were having to work hard to contain the “Wolves” talented guard Kent but in the second quarter 
Keris Ndubisi became a big scoring threat while Mia Gajaga and Madison Ward were a mjor threat 
close to basket and Karly Osgood never stopped hustling for her team. 
 

With the two teams able to field their strongest teams in the third quarter “Lightning” knew things 
would be tough in the second half and this proved to be the case as Kent scored the first 10 points of 
the quarter before picking up her fourth foul. The “Wolves” coach was forced to rest his star player 
but “Lightning” still trailed 42-60 at the end of the quarter. 
 

The Northants gave everything in the final quarter outscoring “Wolves” 17-7 but a number crucial 
errors meant the visitors were able to keep their noses in front and held on for the eight point win. 
 

For “Lightning, Ndubisi top scored with 18 points while Gajaga and Ward both had in excess of 10 
rebounds. 
 

 
 

THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTION 
 

Saturday 16th February 
No “Ballers” session or games and the Basketball Centre. 

     

     Senior Men travel to Mansfield “Giants”    
    Under 16 Girls travel to Sheffield “Hatters II” 
 
Saturday 17th February 
    Junior Men travel to West Bromwich Albion 
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