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“Thunder” secure second place and home Play Off place 
 

Division Four National League 
(Midlands Conference) 

Northants “Thunder”  77 – 70  Warwickshire “Hawks”  
 

“Thunder” went into this game knowing that a win would secure them a top two Conference finish 
and an advantageous Home draw in the 1st Round of the Play Offs. Their game plan was simple and 
at vital stages of the game they were able to execute it not least of all keeping their discipline when 
the game got fractious with five minutes of the game remaining and the scores tied at 60 points 
each. Over the next four minutes “Thunder” outscored “Hawks” 17-7 despite missing five free 
throws to take a hard fought win. 
 
 

The game started like a dream for “Thunder” as they rushed into a 13-zero lead. “Hawks” battled 
back to close the gap to 21-13 by the end of the first quarter. “Thunder” had ‘scored for fun’ during 
that first ten minutes of play but during the second quarter they reverted to some of their bad habits 
of rushing offences and relying too much on individual rather than team effort. “Hawks” had 
outscored “Thunder” 16-10 as half time approached when Johnny Yates launched a ‘Hail Mary’ 
which caught all string. 
 
 

That buzzer beater seemed to settle “Thunder” and at the start of the third quarter they began to play 
more team-centred basketball with Hayden Alcindor displaying some good close to basket 
footwork. Leading 42-33, “thunder” were hit by a barrage of three-pointers from “Hawks” Amon-
Ra and Hadley but a nine zero finish saw them leading 56-47 going into the final ten minutes of 
play. 
 
 

“Thunder’s” progress to a win was severely affected by a spate of foul calls against them and 8 
points from Edwards helped “Hawks” tie the scores up at 60 all. With fatigue affecting key players 
Coach John Collins introduced Tom Higgins into the game and in a three minute spell he pulled a 
charge, made a key interception and ripped down a critical rebound allowing “Thunder” to mount 
their game winning charge.  
 
In the seven point win “Thunder’s” scoring was led by Johnny Yates with 24 points including four 
three-pointers. Jason Tucker supported well with 16 points and 10 rebounds while Richard Higgins 
also had a double-double with 12 rebounds to go with his 10 points. Other big contributions came 
From Alcindor with 10 points, Matt Yates with 8 points and seven assists while Jacob Holt while 
not enjoying a great day offensively hauled down and impressive 12 rebounds.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

No joy for understength Under 16 Boys against Albion 
 



Under 16 Boys National League 
(Midlands West Conference) 

 

Northants “Thunder”  64 - 101 West Bromwich Albion 
 

Not for the first time this season the Northants Cadet Boys went into a fixture missing a significant 
number of key players. With the absence of four senior players and undersized “Thunder” team 
struggled against a very physical West Bromwich Albion side. 
 

With numerous match up problems “Thunder” found it difficult to cope with Albion who took a 
commanding lead 12-3. “Thunder” were forced to employ a 3-2 zone, however they were guilty of 
some poor defensive transition and Albion were able to extend their lead with a number of fast 
break scores.  “Thunder” did nail three 3 pointers in opening quarter from Ally Solazzo, Ashley 
Kitchen and Demantas Cebatoriunas but they didn’t make any shots close to basket or visit the free 
throw line and consequently trailed 9-24 after the first ten minutes of play. 
 

“Thunder” were urged to attack the basket in the second quarter, and this saw five trips to the free 
throw line, but they were only able to convert only four of the resulting 10 free throws. In the 
second quarter the other 12 of their 16 quarter points came from beyond the arc as Albion continued 
to dominate the game and they led 51-25 at the half. 
 

During the half time break Coach Crump urged the team about the importance of execution on 
offence. “Thunder” reverted back to a 3-2 zone in the third quarter and a more determined display 
saw them being much more competitive. Some spirited trapping defense forced a number of Albion 
errors and “Thunder” were able to capitalize with a number of fast breaks that saw them just lose 
the quarter 24-24. 
 

Like the third the fourth quarter was very competitive with both teams scoring 12 points during the 
first six minutes before Albion closed the contest with a 17-5 charge to close out a 101-64 win 
 

Despite the heavy loss, “Thunder” did display a commendable effort forcing the team to adapt along 
with players encouraged to play out of position to due to the absentees of key players. “Thunder” 
were led in scoring by Ashley Kitchen with 14 points supported by Ally Solazzo with 13 points, 
while Grigori Litsai and Demantas Cebatoriunas both contributed 10 points. 

 
Massive improvement by Under 14 Boys 

 
Under 14 Boys National League 

(Midlands West Conference) 
 

Worcester “Bears”  71 – 63  Northants “Thunder” 
 

These two teams had met on two previous occasions with “Bears” winning both games by margins 
in excess of 40 points. Since then “Thunder” have picked up a couple of new players and worked 
hard on their game strategy. This meant they were much more competitive against “Bears” who are 
second in the Midlands West Conference. 
 

With four minutes left of the game “Thunder” were trailing 61-67 and after some great defensive 
play were able to force a turn-over and launch an unopposed fast break. A score would have 
reduced the deficit to four points but the shot was missed “Thunder” fouled and “Bears” were able 
to convert both of the resulting free throws and hold on for the win. 
 

Previous to this “Thunder” had been competitive in all three quarters thanks to the offensive efforts 
of Tom Greenfield who finished the game with an impressive tally of 25 points. Benas Maldutis 
controlled the game well for “Thunder” while Dylan Dominici put in an excellent all-round 
performance achieving a double-double of 10 points and as many rebounds. Also worthy of 
mention was the defensive rebounding of Ruben Forde, Jordan Gbanjana, and Jaffrey Haider,  
 

 
Big wins for Under 14 and Under 13 Girls 

 
Under 14 Girls National League 

(Midlands East Conference) 



 

Both the Northants Under 13 and Under 14 Girls were looking for wins last Saturday in order to 
secure an advantageous draw in the end of season Play Offs. Both teams achieved this with 
comfortable wins over Norfolk Inceni “Demons” and Leicester Warriors” respectively. 

 

Northants “Lightning”  61 – 37  Norfolk Inceni “Demons” 
 

After a good start to the game “Lightning” slipped to an 8-16 deficit by the end of the first quarter 
with “Demon’s”, Wilkinson causing them problems. 
 

Coach Karen Goodrich made some defensive adjustments and with Lucie Wilson-Grey controlling 
play “Lightning” were able to take control of the game. The decisive quarter was the second which 
“Lightning” won 28-5 with Fiona Arthur driving powerfully to basket and Oti Baffour Ata 
rebounding well.  
 

In the 24 point win Wilson-Grey top scored with 24 points good support coming from Arthur with 
15 points Coach Goodrich was able to give all her players court time and eight of them contributed 
to final points total with Ellouise Gregory and Gee Joksaite rebounding well. 
 

Northants “Lightning Too” 76 -33  Leicester “Warriors” 
 

“Lightning Too” made an appalling start to this vital game contriving to miss easy shots and then 
committing silly fouls and after the first ten minutes of play they found themselves trailing by 7 
points to 9. 
 

In the second quarter they were able to raise the intensity of their defence and led by Athena 
Thompson were able to win the quarter 21-10 to take a 28-19 half time lead. 
The second half was a one sided affair with “Warriors” struggling to cope with the Northants 
defensive pressure. There was some pleasing team play from the Northants girls with Latesha Betsy 
making a number of assists while Keris Ndubisi and Ashia King were on hand to convert. 
 

In the 43 point win King and Ndubisi top scored with 14 and 12 points respectively well supported 
by Thompson who scored 11 points and put in a tough defensive shift against Leicester’s best 
player. Probably most pleasing was the fact that all ten “Lightning Too” players scored 
 

Bad day at the office for Under 12 Boys 
 

Under 12 Boys Central England League 
 

The Northants Under 12’s travelled to West Bromwich for their latest Central England league 
tournament and returned home empty handed. There was massive disappointment because in both 
their games “Thunder” had been competitive up to the final quarter of the games. 
 

West Bromwich Albion  47 – 26  Northants “Thunder” 
 

After three very competitive quarters “Thunder” were trailing the home team 26-30 with every 
chance of pushing on to take the game. In the event missed layups, turn-overs and poor decision 
making was to cost them dear and they lost the final stanza 17-zero to go down by 26 points to 47 
with Athena Thompson and Jake Muxlow both scoring six points. 

 

Coventry “Tornadoes”  35 – 32  Northants “Thunder” 
 

After the disappointing loss to Albion, “Thunder” made an encouraging start to their second game 
against Coventry “Tornadoes”. “Thunder” were able to successfully combat “Tornadoes” Pick and 
Roll based offence and went into the fourth quarter leading 29-21. Then, they reverted to the errors 
of their first game losing the final quarter 14-3 to go down 32-35 despite 14 points from Rapolas 
Ravadious. 
 

 
 

 

THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTION 
 

Saturday 9th March 
   9-30am – 11.00am  Junior “Ballers” session 
      11-30am  Under 14 Boys versus Shropshire “Warriors” 



     1-30pm  Junior Men versus Bristol “Flyers” 
    3-30pm  Senior Men versus Birmingham “Mets II” 
   

The “Ballers” session and these three games will all be staged at the Northants Basketball Centre  
which is situated at Northampton School for Girls, Spinney Hill Road, Northampton 

 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 

       Under 16 Boys travel to Coventry Elite 
      Under 12 Girls travel to Bury to play Bury and Sheffield 
    Under 9 Hoopsterz Tournament @ Northampton School for Boys 
 

Sunday 9th March 
      Under 16 Girls travel to Lancashire “Spinners” 
 

  For more information on this Press Release contact: John Collins on 07801 533 151 


