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PRESS   RELEASE

“Thunder” cruise to win in final Conference game of the season
Division Four National League

(Midlands Conference)

Northants “Thunder”

108 - 49
Birmingham “Mets II”
Having secured second place  and a Play Off spot the previous weekend this was very much a ‘dead’ fixture for “Thunder” and when the “Mets” second string turned up with just six players and no coach the game became even more meaningless. 
“Mets” actually scored the first basket of the game, a banked three pointer but could only score another seven points by the end of the first quarter while “Thunder” poured in 27 despite missing a number of put backs. The carnage continued in the second quarter and by half time “Thunder” had established an unassailable 53-23 lead.

During the second half all eleven “Thunder” players enjoyed ample court time including Junior Chris Amankonah who scored his first points for the senior outfit. “Thunder” won the second half 55-26 to take a 108-49 win with a number of players racking up some impressive stats. Hayden Alcindor, Richard Higgins, and Terrell Salmon all recorded double-doubles; Jacob Holt scored 19 personal points and Johnny Yates 13 while brother Matt had 10 assists.

With the Conference season over “Thunder” will be looking for a meaningful ‘friendly’ fixture to prepare for the Play Offs.   

Junior men lose again
Junior Men’s National League
(Midlands Premier Division)

Northants “Thunder”

52 – 120  
Bristol “Flyers”

It’s been a tough season for the Northants junior men and once again they were put to the sword against table topping Bristol “Flyers” last Saturday.

The first half of the game was a one-sided affair with “Flyers” jumping out to a 60-21 lead. To their credit “Thunder” battled hard in the third quarter and thanks to the efforts of Chris Amankonah, Alex Caligura and Josh Taylor they won the quarter 29-24. Any hope of the revival continuing in the fourth quarter were quickly dismissed as “Flyers” restricted “Thunder” to a single basket as they stormed to a 68 points win.  

In the heavy loss Taylor scored 18 points and Amankomah 10, Caligura scored 9 and Ed Wallhead 8  as the team completed a winless season.  
Under 16 Boys edged out by Coventry Elite
Under 16 Boys National League

(Midlands West Conference)

Coventry Elite

72 – 66

Northants “Thunder”
The Northants “Thunder” under 16 boys visited Coventry Elite hoping to repeat an victory earlier in the season. Once again “Thunder” were missing three senior players and this was to prove decisive.

It was “Thunder” who opened the game in dominant mood storming into a 9-1 lead with scores coming from Ashely Kitchen, Kris Dambrauskas and Demantus Cebatoriunas. “Thunder’s” zone defence had unsettled Coventry’s offence, and thanks to some good execution on offence “Thunder” had opened up a 20-10 lead by the end of the quarter.

Having played an impressive opening quarter, “Thunder” lost their discipline in the second and were only able to score eight points in the quarter. The Northants boys had displayed good ball movement on offence, however they became too reliant on shooting from long range and not attacking the basket. Coventry took advantage of Thunder’s lacklustre offense, and put “Thunder”  under pressure with a number of fast break offences and by half time had reduced the deficit to 

25-28.
It was more confident Coventry team that took the court for the second half but “Thunder” were able to put in a better offensive display as they began to attack the basket. This resulted in “Thunder” visiting the free throw line on 14 occasions but they were only able to convert seven and this seriously hindered the  “Thunder” effort, as Coventry began to build momentum. The home side won the third quarter 21-15 to take a 46-43 lead.

With all to play for in the fourth quarter, a big effort was required from “Thunder”, but Elite were able to extend their lead to 65-58 forcing a Thunder time out. Scores from Kitchen , Cebatoriunas and Cameron Leighton reduced the deficit to 64-67 with less than two minutes to play. Coventry responded with a three pointer to extend their lead to 70-64, but a score from Cebatoriunas put pressure on that lead. With time against them, “Thunder” were forced to foul and Coventry were able to seal a 72-66 win from the free throw line.
Despite a competitive effort from an incomplete Thunder side, questions could be raised on their free throw shooting performance converting just 15 shots from 32 attempts.
In the narrow defeat “Thunder” were led in scoring by Cebatoriunas with 27 points supported by 11 and 9 points from Dambruskas and Kitchen respectively.

Great road win for Under 16 Girls

Under 16 Girls National League

(Northern Conference)

Lancashire “Spinners”

47 – 50 

Northants “Lightning”

The Northants cadette girls retraced the steps of the Under 12 girls in making the long trip to Bury to take on Lancashire “Spinners”. The trip home down a crowded M6 was much more palatable after securing a hard fought win.

Thanks to the scoring of Poppy Barnet, Dina Kosnikovska, and Lucy Needham, “Lightning” were able to take a 26-23 half time lead but “Spinners” battled back to win the third quarter 16-12 to go into the final ten minutes of play leading 39-38. In a low scoring final stanza “Lightning” put in a terrific defensive performance limiting the home side to just eight points as they eked out the win by 50 points to 47. “Lightning’s” scoring was led by Kosnikovska with 17 points and she was well supported by Needham and Barnett with 13 and 12 points respectively.

The team has finished the season with a very creditable won 10 and lost 4 record but have missed out on a Play Off place thanks to a home court loss against Sheffield “Hatters”  
Under 14 Boys finish on a high
Under 14 Boys National League

(Midlands West Conference)
Northants “Thunder”

84 – 39

Shropshire “Warriors”
The Northants under 14 boys finished their Conference season with a comfortable win over bottom of the table Shropshire “Warriors”
“Thunder” took control of the game in the first quarter which they won 23-9 thanks to some aggressive full court man-to-man defence which forced a number of turn-overs. This aggression was penalized in the second quarter with “Thunder” called for no less than 15 personal fouls. “Warriors” were able to take the quarter 16-13 thanks to ‘living’ on the free throw line, to close the gap to 36-25 at half time.

A very determined “Thunder” took to the floor in the third quarter and some excellent defence saw “Warriors” restricted to just nine points as “Thunder” extended their lead to 56-34. This lead was extended to 45 points by end of the game as “thunder” took the game by 84 points to 39.

Once again “Thunder’s” scoring was led by Tom Greenfield with 24 points, he also pulled down 12 rebounds to complete a double-double. Ten of “Thunder’s” twelve players scored and Coach John Collins was delighted with the performances of newcomers Ruben Forde and Tadiwa Matika who scored 13 and 10 points respectively. 
“Lightning” beat “Lightning Too” in Under 14 League
Under 14 Girls National League

(Midlands East Conference)
Northants “Lightning Too”
46 – 61

Northants “Lightning”

Playing in the same Conference obviously means that the two “Lightning” teams have to play against each other and the first of those games took place last Tuesday.

The young “Lightning Too” were a little overwhelmed against their older opponents in the first half and found themselves trailing 18-37 at half time. To their credit they put in a much better performance in the second half which they actually won 28-24 to reduce the final deficit to 46-61 on the back of 14 points from Ashia King and nine from Keris Ndubisi while for “Lightning” were led in scoring by Fiona Arthur with 14 points and Luci Wilson-Gray with 12.

Under 12 Girls just edged out by Sheffield
North of England Under 12 Girls Central England League

Nine enthusiastic young ladies made the long journey up the M6 to Bury last Saturday to play in their latest North of England Central Venue League tournament. They returned thinking about another narrow loss against Sheffield “Hatters” but in the knowledge that they had put in a very creditable performance.
Lancashire “Spinners”

24 – 65

Northants “Lightning”
Against an inexperienced Lancashire “Spinners” team, Coach Karen Goodrich saw all nine of her players score as her team ran out comfortable winners.
Northants “Lightning”

47 – 48

Sheffield “Hatters”
Having lost by just two points a few weeks ago, “Lightning” went into the game against “Hatters” in very determined mood. In a very physical game “Lightning” were able to edge the first three quarters and going into the last quarter led 38-26. “Hatters” seized the initiative in the final quarter and took the lead but a three-pointer from Keris Ndubisi closed the gap to a single point but time ran out for “Lightning” as they went down 47-48
THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTION
Saturday 16th March
  
9-30am – 11.00am 
Junior “Ballers” session

  
  
11-30am

Under 16 Boys versus Stoke “Knights”
The “Ballers” session and the Under 16 boys game will all be staged at the Northants Basketball Centre 

which is situated at Northampton School for Girls, Spinney Hill Road, Northampton

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE

Sunday 17thth March
  



Aspire Day
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