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Senior Men beaten by top of the table “Cavaliers” 
 

National League Division 3 
(South Conference) 

Northants “Thunder”  71 – 106 Thames Valley “Cavaliers” 
 

Last Saturday the Northants senior men not surprisingly, lost to the unbeaten Thames Valley Cavaliers. The 
game illustrated two important lessons for the Thunder players. First, don’t let your opponents go on a 
charge! On either side of half time 19-zero and 12-2 surges from Cavaliers pretty well put the game to bed 
for the visitors. Second, when opponents take their foot off the accelerator the team can compete with the 
very best in the league. Despite that 2-12 start to the third quarter Thunder were only outscored 45-41 in the 
second half. If they can play to that level they will be able to overcome teams in the lower half of the league. 
 

Cavaliers showed their class from the start of the game outscoring Thunder by 30 points to 20 in the first 
period of play. The difference in class really did show in the second quarter with Thunder managing just 10 
points while their opponents poured in 31. Trailing 30-61 at half time Thunder needed a good start to the 
third quarter but were hit by Cavaliers’ 12-2 charge and it was game over. For the rest of the game Thunder 
were competitive but it was all too late as they went down by 71 point to 106. 
 

In the 35 point loss Viv Lee top scored with 12 points while Danny Barrett, Jacob Holt and Johnny Yates all 
contributed 10 points. 
 

Thunder remain firmly rooted to the bottom of the Division 3 South table but could boost their chances of 
avoiding relegation this Sunday, when they travel to Harefield to take on London United who have won just 
two games themselves. Now is the time for the Thunder players to pull together and realise what their roles 
are within the team.    
 

Classy Junior Men stay undefeated 
 

Junior Men’s East  Midlands Development League 
Leicester “Warriors”  47 - 102  Northants “Thunder” 

 

The Northants Thunder junior men turned in a dominant performance to see off Leicester “Warriors” and 
remain undefeated in the East Midlands Development League. 
 

The first quarter was very tight with neither team able to take control of the game and  the teams were happy 
to exchange baskets. Thunder were boosted by some good perimeter shooting nailing four three pointers 
with three of them coming from Ollie Thomas. Thunder made some strong defensive stops to conclude the 
quarter to lead 18-26. 
 
The second quarter saw Thunder turn up the heat, with some excellent play in transition which Warriors 
found difficult to contain. Northants displayed some strong offensive play ending in good execution 
including some strong inside scores from forwards Ayo Oluyede and James Barden. Warriors offence was 
disrupted by Thunder’s zone defence forcing perimeter shots and when these missed Thunder were able to 
mount their fast break offence. Thunder took the second quarter 25-9 to establish a 55-27 half time lead.  
 

Despite their dominance in the second quarter, Thunder made a slow start to the third period and appeared 
fazed by Warriors’ 2-3 zone defence. Despite initial problems Thunder remained composed, responding 
with some good ball movement on their zone offence. This allowed players to 'penetrate and kick' finding 
players open to successfully convert shots from the perimeter. Thunder nailed five 3 pointers three of them 
coming from Carlo Nieva supported by David Nieva and Jake Nailer. Thunder extended their lead at the end 
of quarter to 76-41. 
 

Leading by 25 points Thunder totally outplayed Warriors in the fourth period outscoring their opponents 26-
6 thanks to some impressive defensive play. 
 



In possibly the teams best offensive performance of the season Thunder hit and impressive 14 three pointers 
Carlo Nieva converting five of them. In the comprehensive win Ollie Thomas and Carlo Nieva led the 
Thunder scoring with 25 and 23 points respectively. Excellent support came from Jake Nailer, David Nieva 
and Jacob Killeya who all scored in double digits.  
 

Coach Rob Crump commented "This was an excellent team performance. The boys demonstrated good team 
offence and defence and we punished Warriors throughout the game. Our team shooting from the perimeter 
was superb, nailing 14 three pointers which was a pleasure to watch; this is a performance that the team 
should be very proud of." 

 
Another heavy loss for Cadette Girls 

 
Under 16 Girls Premier Division North 

Nottingham “Wildcats”  26 -86  Northants “Lightning”   
 

After a heavy loss the previous weekend the Northants under 16 girls travelled to Nottingham to face 
Wildcats expecting another tough game and so it proved. The talented Wildcats dominated proceedings 
restricting Lightning to single digit scoring in all periods of play.  
 

The team is very young but they are ‘sticking together’ despite all the difficulties they encounter in the 
Premier Division. 

 
Another group of Warriors beat Under 14 Boys 

 
Under 14 Boys Midlands Development League 

 

Leicester “Warriors”  80 – 70  Northants “Thunder” 
 

Having narrowly lost to Shropshire Warriors the previous week the Northants under 14 boys travelled to 
Leicester last Saturday to take on another group of Warriors and suffered another narrow defeat. They went 
down by 70 points to 80 in a game they might well have won. 
 

Thunder made a good start to the game jumping out to a 9-5 lead but this seemed to lead to complacency in 
the players and the teams defence became sloppy. Warriors were adopting a ‘penetrate and kick’ tactic and 
this allowed the Leicester outfit to take a 29-20 lead after the first period of play. 
 

Thunder had plenty of opportunities in the second quarter to draw level but they were guilty of missing a 
number of easy scoring opportunities and their offence lacked discipline and organisation. These two factors 
allowed Warriors to take the quarter 19-10 so establishing a 48-30 half time lead. 
 

The Thunder players knew they had a big task on their hands if they were to win the game and they 
responded with their best period of basketball in the game. They were able to get the ball to their bigger 
players close to the basket where Jonathan Ntumba and Oliver Dominque were able to convert. Meanwhile 
rookie Ashley Kitchen was shooting well from the perimeter and Jude Carmichael was his usual industrious 
self. All these factors allowed Thunder to win the quarter 21-16 and give themselves an outside chance of 
victory. 
 

Trailing 51-64 going into the last ten minutes of play Thunder continued with their offence tactic of getting 
the ball close to the basket. Warriors however, combated this by collapsing into the keyway in a defence that 
frequently looked remarkably like a zone. Thunder won the quarter 19-17 but it wasn’t enough as they 
slipped to a disappointing defeat. 
 

In the 10 point set back Ashley Kitchen belied his age with an impressive 22 points with excellent support 
coming from Ntumba and Carmichael with 21 and 13 points respectively while Dominique chipped in with a 
useful 7 points. Not featuring in the scoring but doing an outstanding defensive job was Connor White.  
 

Under 14 Girls Midlands Development League 
Northants Lightning  8 – 103  Herts Warriors  

 

In a game that set records for all the wrong reasons Lightning were simply swept off the court by an 
aggressive Warriors team. Despite the one-sided nature of the game the Northants girls never gave up. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTION 
 

Saturday 12th December 
9-30am until 11.00am Junior “Ballers” Session 
11-45am   Under 14 Boys versus Worcester Bears 
     Cadet Boys versus Mansfield Giants 
  1-45pm  Junior Men versus Notts Nova 
 

These games will be played at the Northants Basketball Centre which is situated at  
Northampton School for Girls in Spinney Hill Road, Northampton NN3 6DG 

 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 

Sunday 13th December 
     Senior Men travel to London United 
      Under 14 Boys travel to Leicester Dynamite  
     

 
 
For further information contact John Collins on 07801 533151 


