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“Thunder” back to winning ways against “Pride”  
 

Men’s National League Division 3 
South Conference 

Northants “Thunder”  72 – 60  Southwark “Pride” 
 

The Northants senior men got back to winning ways with a comfortable 12 point victory over a 
young but enthusiastic Southwark “Pride” team. The win consolidated “Thunder’s” fourth place 
in the South Conference and came despite going scoreless for almost eight minutes over two 
periods of the game, and missing an alarming 15 free throws. 
 

Missing a couple of players “Thunder” jumped out to a 20-8 first quarter lead and a ‘walk in the 
park’ victory looked to be on the cards. To their credit “Pride” rallied at the end of the quarter to 
trail 15-23 at the close. 
 

At the start of the second period of play “Thunder” once again looked the ‘real deal’ opening up a 
13 point lead at 30-17, before once again going to sleep and going scoreless for well over three 
minutes allowing their opponents to close the gap to five points at 25-30. A flurry of points at the 
end of the period gave “Thunder” a 35-25 half time lead but by then they should have put the 
game to bed. 
 

“Thunder” came out for the third quarter in determined mood and outscored their opponents 18-6 
to re-establish their comfortable lead but for the second time in the game seemed to go to sleep 
going scoreless for over 2 minutes at the end of the quarter. This drought continued at the start of 
the final period with just one “Thunder” field goal in the opening six minutes. With a 56-47 score 
line, “Pride” felt they were still in with a chance of winning the game but a 12-5 run inspired by 
Matt Yates took “Thunder” back into a double digit lead that the Londoners couldn’t close. 
 

In the topsy-turvy game, “Thunder’s” scoring was led by Yates with 23 points, while the ever 
consistent Jacob Holt contributed 16 points and Johnny Yates 13. 
 

“Thunder’s” next game is against unbeaten joint top of the table Solent “Kestrels” and coach 
Grahame Yates knows that his team will not be allowed to get away with scoring droughts and 
poor free throw shooting in that game. 
 

Cadet’s Cup dream is ended by City of Birmingham 
 

Under 16 National Cup (4th Round) 
Northants “Thunder”  73 – 82   City of Birmingham 

 

The Northants National Cup adventure ended last Sunday at the Northants Basketball Centre 
when they were beaten by Premier League outfit, City of Birmingham. Despite the nine point 
loss, “Thunder” could be proud of their efforts and they actually led the West Midlanders 47-44 
at the half time break. 
 

During the first two periods of play “Thunder” were well served by the skilful close to the basket 
play of Ed Wallhead and the stunning perimeter shooting of Josh Lloyd who connected with four, 
three-pointers. This offensive play was well supported by some enthusiastic defensive play from 
the rest of the “Thunder” squad with Chris Amankonah catching the eye at the top of the 
“Thunder” zone. 
 



The turning point of the game came in the middle of the third quarter with the scores tied at 53 
all. C.O.B. hit “Thunder” with a 10 point flurry from which the home side never recovered. 
Trailing 63-68 going into the final quarter “Thunder” fell further behind so resorted to a 
‘trapping’ zone which produced turn-overs from C.O.B. but no scores and the visitors were able 
to show their experience over the final minute to close out the game. 
 

Coach John Collins was disappointed about the loss but proud of the effort his team had put in. 
“In the final analysis it was a poor three minute spell in the third quarter that cost us the game but 
against a good Premier League team this was a very creditable effort.”  
 

In the nine point loss Josh Lloyd top scored for “Thunder” with a 29 point haul which included 
seven 3 pointers. Lloyd got excellent support from Ed Wallhead who scored 22 points but no 
other “Thunder” player could score in double figures.   

 
Junior Men just beaten by Sporting Albion 

 
Junior Men’s Midlands Conference 

Northants “Thunder”  51 – 53  Sporting Albion		
	

.Not for the first time this season the Northants junior men were left to contemplate a game they 
could and possibly should have won, after going down by two points to Sporting Albion from 
West Bromwich. Uppermost in their minds must have been the appalling statistics of just 16 shots 
made from 33 attempts from the free throw line five of those misses coming in the closing 
minutes of the game. 
 

“Thunder” made a poor start to the game but recovered from a 6-12 deficit to trail 11-12 after the 
first period of play. Back to back scores from Shekina Ntumba and a brace of three pointers from 
David Nieva gave “Thunder” a 23-18 lead early in the second quarter but then they were hit by an 
11-zero Sporting run to trail 23-29 and they were left to play catch up for the rest of the game. 
 

The two teams exchanged scores in the third quarter but “Thunder” once again suffered from 
poor free throw shooting, missing six shots from the charity stripe the home side going into the 
final ten minutes of play trailing 37-45.  
 

The “Thunder” big men had been posing some problems for Sporting and that seemed to be the 
area where they could win the game. Regrettably the players saw a different scenario with small 
players repeatedly taking the ball to basket only to have their shots blocked when other players 
were standing unmarked. “Thunder” took the final quarter 14-8 but that wasn’t enough to win the 
game and they were left to rue those five late missed free throws and the possibility of another 
win. 
 

In the low scoring contest David Nieva and Shekina Ntumba top scored for “Thunder” with 14 
and 12 points respectively, with Jaz Campbell, Ayo Oluyede and Ed Taylan adding good support. 

 
Dominant Under 14 Boys see of plucky Shropshire “Warriors” 

 
Under 14 Boys East Midlands II Conference 

Northants “Thunder”  84 – 32  Shropshire “Warriors” 	
 

The Northants “Thunder” under 14 boys put on a dominant performance against a young but 
enthusiastic Shropshire “Warriors” last Saturday. “Thunder” exploded into a 9-2 lead with all 
nine points coming from guard Ashley Kitchen and the home side were to hold on to their lead 
until the final buzzer. 
 



After that stunning start “Thunder” continued to punish the Warriors surging into a 17-0 run with 
scores coming from Jonathan Ntumba, Patrick Adedeji and Cameron Leighton to lead 26-5 after 
the first period of play. 
 

With Thunder boasting a strong lead, Coach Rob Crump was able to rotated his bench freely 
allowing less experience players to receive significant court time. “Thunder” continued to show 
their dominance limiting Warriors to 10 quarter points whilst extending their lead to 46-15 at the 
half putting the game out of reach for “Warriors”. 
  

The third quarter saw a strong scoring performance from Ashley Kitchen with the “Thunder” 
guard netting 12 quarter points guiding “Thunder” to a 68-21 lead. 
    

The final quarter, saw the majority of Thunder senior players rested with Crump fielding a less 
experience side on the floor. This saw a more confident team performance with scores from Tom 
Cole and back to back scores from Benas Maldutis.    
 

In the 50 plus points win “Thunder” was led in scoring by Ashley Kitchen with 34 points, and he 
was well supported by Jonathan Ntumba and Patrick Adedeji scoring 16 and 11 points 
respectfully.  
 

Coach Crump commented “This was a very one sided game with the game over as a contest in the 
first quarter. The boys should be given credit that they maintained focus and stuck to key 
objectives set throughout the game. It was pleasing to see younger members of the team receive 
significant amount of court time and have shown improvement in their performance since the 
start of the season.”  
 

Next up for “Thunder” will be local rivals NEBC “Titans” with “Thunder” looking for revenge 
after their narrow early season defeat.  

 
Northants “Hoopsterz”Under 15 Boys Central Venue League 

Northants “Thunder”  33 -  24  Milton Keynes “Speeders” 
Northants “Thunder”  30 - 23   NEBC “Titans”  

                                                      (Both aggregate scores) 
 

Thunder came away with victory in the latest "Hoopsterz" tournament at Northampton School for 
Boys after two hard-fought wins against Northamptonshire Titans and Milton Keynes Speeders.  
The format of the competition required each team to play each other twice, with the scores added 
to determine an aggregate winner of each pairing. 
 

“Thunder” opened with a 6-14 loss to a very big MK “Speeders” side, struggling to execute the 
passing game necessary to overcome the opposition's height advantage. 
 

A narrow 8-9 loss to “Titans” followed, despite improvements in defence. 
 

“Thunder” therefore found themselves behind after the first pair of games, but the reverse fixtures 
were to prove decisive. “Thunder's” passing game clicked against MK “Speeders”, with Roman 
O'Hara and Tom Heron a constant threat. Thunder were to run out 27-10 winners for an overall 
33-24 aggregate. 
 

A strong defensive display from Tom McCloud and Jacob Barlow-Huurdeman then contributed 
to a shut-out of “Titans” for the first five minutes of the second meeting of the two sides. Senior 
players Marley Rowbotham and Austin Evans provided cool heads when “Titans” regrouped, 
ensuring that the early lead of eight points was maintained. A tiring “Titans” team were not able 
to contain “Thunder” in the last four minutes. With O'Hara finding willing runners on both flanks, 
a brace from Jamal Jack maintained Thunder's advantage. 
 

Thunder won the second leg 22-14, clinching aggregate victory by 30-23. 
 



Central Venue tournaments play an important part in player development. The thanks of the 
Northants Club go to Tony Stewart and all at Northamptonshire Basketball for their effort and 
organisation. 
 
 

 
 

THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTIVITIES 
 

Saturday 26th November 
9-30am – 11.00am  Junior Ballers Session 

     11-30am Under 14 Boys versus NEBC “Titans” 
    Under 14 Girls versus Ipswich “Bobcats” 
   

These games will be played at the Basketball Centre which is situated at  
Northampton School for Girls I Spinney Hill Road, Northampton 

 
   Senior Men travel to Solent “Kestrels” II 
   Junior Men travel to Nottingham “Hoods” 
   Cadet Men travel to Leicester “Dynamite” 

      

 
For further information contact: 

John Collins on 07801 533 151 


