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“Thunder” get back to winning ways after shaky start 
 

National League Division 3 
(South Conference) 

Northants “Thunder”  81 – 64  Barking Abbey “Crusaders” 
 

The Northants senior men got back to winning ways last Saturday with a comfortable 17 point win over the 
Crusaders from the Barking Abbey Basketball Academy. The win came despite an appalling start to the 
game which saw Thunder trailing 6-19 after the first period of play. Whether this was caused by poor 
preparation or the energy generated by the young Londoners is a mystery but it left Thunder with a mountain 
to climb and they eventually climbed it successfully. 
 

The second quarter saw Thunder step up the intensity of their defence led by the efforts of Devon Adams. 
The defensive effort forced Crusaders to cough the ball up repeatedly leading to easy breakaway scores for 
Thunder. The Northants team took the second quarter 32-18 to establish a narrow 38-37 half time lead. 
 

Coach Grahame Yates demanded more of the same in the third quarter and his bench players responded 
superbly. Crusaders were restricted to just nine points in the period while Thunder poured in 25 and with a 
63-46 advantage the game was there for the taking. Thunder looked to be finishing the game in style when 
they extended their lead to 77-53 with three minutes of the game remaining but to their credit Crusaders 
finished with an 11-4 burst to put some respectability to the final score line. 
 

In the 17 point win Jacob Holt top scored with 19 points, good support coming from Danny Barrett and Benji 
Henry with 14 points while Richard Higgins contributed 10 points. 
 

Thunder stay in 9th place in the 3rd Division South table a game behind four other teams. This weekend the 
team travel to 3rd placed Oxford Brookes University where their recent improvement will be well and truly 
tested. 

No action for Junior Men  
 

Junior Men’s East  Midlands Development League 
Northants “Thunder” versus N.E.B.C. “Titans II” 

(Game postponed) 
 

Hopes of the Northants junior men picking up their first win of 2016 last Saturday were thwarted when 
Northamptonshire Titans were unable to fulfil the fixture. The two clubs will attempt to re-schedule the 
game.  
  

No joy for Cadette girls in the ‘Steel City’ 
 

Under 16 Girls Premier Division North 
Sheffield “Hatters”  83 - 31  Northants “Lightning 

 

A seriously short handed Northants Lightning under 16 girls travelled to Sheffield to take on second placed 
Hatters and returned after suffering a heavy defeat. The damage was done in the first two periods of play as a 
nervous looking Lightning outfit without a recognised point guard were guilty of turning the ball over far too 
frequently giving the home side numerous easy scoring opportunities. 
 

Trailing 13-48 at half time Lightning made a much better fist of it in the third period of play which Hatters 
edged 16-13 and the home side closed out the game by winning the final quarter 19-5 to run out comfortable 
winners. 
 

In the heavy defeat Hannah Davy turned in a sterling performance by scoring 19 points while Odera 
Onwumechilli battled hard for her 10 points but credit should go to the six girls and Coach Stacey 
Shakespeare who made the trip to Sheffield when it would have been easier to concede the game. 
    

 
 



Under 14 Boys’ winning streak comes to an end 
 

Under 14 Boys Midlands Development League 
Notts Nova  77 – 51  Northants “Thunder” 

 

Having accumulated a three game winning streak the Northants under 14 boys slipped to a disappointing 
defeat against Notts Nova, a team they had beaten earlier in the season. Reasons for the defeat were pretty 
easy to find namely, a poor start to the game and then an appalling third period of play. 
 

Thunder found themselves trailing 2-14 as early as the fourth minute of the contest and were unable to close 
the gap by the end of the period thanks to a number of missed lay ups. The team slipped into gear in the 
second quarter and a number of well executed fast breaks instigated by the strong defensive rebounding of 
Oliver Dominique saw Thunder draw the scores level at 25 all. Nova took a time out and they were able to 
‘up’ their game and an 11-2 run saw them take a 36-27 half time lead. 
 

The main emphasis of Coach Darijus Maldutis’s half time talk was all about working as a team. In the event 
his players, not for the first time this season resorted to individual offence. When this failed they resorted to 
desperate passes often resulting in turn-overs. Nova took the quarter 27-9 to set up a 63-36 match winning 
lead. At least Thunder ended the game on a positive note winning the final quarter 15-14 but it was a case of 
too little too late as the closed on the wrong end of a 77-51 score line. 
 

In the disappointing 26 points defeat Jude Carmichael top scored with 23 points. He was well supported by 
Ashley Kitchen with 18 points while Oliver Dominique contributed 7 points and rebounded well. The team 
needs to quickly learn the lesson that to win games they need to play as a team for the whole of the game and 
not just rely on individual play     
 

“Lightning” Under 14’s go down to County Upper  
 

Under 14 Girls East Midlands Development League 
County Upper “Wolves”  66 – 38   Northants “Lightning” 

   
Following their win over Oaklands the previous week the Northants Lightning under 14 girls travelled to 
Bury St Edmonds to take on County Upper Wolves in an optimistic mood. If ever the expression ‘leaving 
your game on the bus’ was appropriate it was this game. Wolves rushed out to a 23-6 lead with Lightning 
being guilty of ‘gifting’ them the ball on numerous occasions and leaving the Northants girls with an uphill 
battle for the rest of the game. 
 

Things improved in the second quarter which Wolves took by seven points to go into half time with a healthy 
44-20 lead. Lightning showed a great deal of determination in the third period but again it was the home side 
that edged the scoring 18-11 and at 62-31going into the last ten minutes of play the game was as good as 
over. To their credit the young Lightning team battled hard in the final quarter and edged it 7-4 to give the 
something positive to think about on their journey back home but they should also be thinking about the 
game they left on the A14 on their way to the game. 
 

In the disappointing defeat Ony Onwumechilli once again top scored for Lightning with 14 points with Katie 
Dinnell contributed 10 points.  
 

“Thunder” Under 15’s get a brace of wins at Hoopsterz tournament 
 

Northants Hoopsterz Under 15 Tournament 
Milton Keynes Speeders  7- 28  Northants Thunder   
NEBC Titans    4 – 24  Northants Thunder  
 

An under 15 team from the Northants Club played in the latest round of the Hoopsterz tournaments and 
thanks to some excellent defence picked up a brace of comprehensive victories. 
 

Thunder were able to restrict Milton Keynes Speeders to only two points from open play, and NEBC Titans 
to just four, with Tom Myers and Marley Rowbotham rebounding impressively. In offence, Chris 
Amankonah was at the centre of the action, though crisp passing ensured that the points were shared across 
every member of the team. With only six players available, careful game management was needed to ensure 
that the opposition did not mount a comeback. Guards Aaron Mutari and Austin Evans controlled the pace of 
the game, while the width provided by Jonny Gough provided numerous opportunities to score from fast 
breaks. 
 



 
THIS WEEKEND’S ACTIVITIES 

Friday 5th February 
 8-15pm   “Thunder” versus NEBC “Titans” 
    Hoopsterz Under 19 Central Venue League (Northampton Academy) 
Saturday 6th February 
 9-30am to 11am “Ballers” Session 
 

   11-45am  Under 14 Boys versus Nottingham “Hoods” 
    Under 14 Girls versus Southend “Swifts” 
         1-45pm    Cadet Men versus Leicester “Riders” 
    Cadette Girls versus Nottingham “Wildcats” 

 
These games will be played at the Northants Basketball Centre which is situated at 

Northampton School for Girls in Spinney Hill Road, Northampton NN3 6DG 
 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 
      Senior Men travel to Oxford Brookes University 
       Junior Men travel to Ilkeston “Outlaws” 
 

 
Sunday 7th February 
       Cadette Girls travel to Manchester “Mystics” 
        

 
For further information contact John Collins on 07801 533 151 


