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Nightmare fourth quarter costs “Thunder” dear 
 

National League Division 3 
(South Conference) 

Oxford Brookes University 112 – 78 Northants “Thunder” 
 

The history of basketball at all levels, is littered with tales of final quarter ‘blow outs’ but the one witnessed 
at Oxford Brookes University last Saturday must rate amongst the most bizarre. Going into that final period 
of play the home side held a narrow 71-63 lead in what had been a very competitive game. Oxford Brookes 
had been heavily reliant on the efforts of Monticelli, Sylla and Falope for their points while Thuder’s scoring 
efforts had been far more balanced. 
 

As the final period of play got underway Thunder became a little frustrated as some of the officiating 
decisions went the way of the home team and there was even some signs of dissent amongst the players 
themselves. Whatever the reason Oxford Brookes went on a 41 points to 15 blitz which earned them a 34 
points win in a game, which for 30 minutes hadn’t looked to be on the cards. 
 

In the disappointing loss Jacob Holt top scored for Thunder with 16 points with good support coming from 
Devon Adams and Richard Higgins and all the teams’ other players contributing to the 78 points total which 
was the same number of points amassed by Oxford’s three major scorers. 
 

Thunder remains 9th in the Third Division South table and this weekend they entertain Plymouth Raiders II 
with every chance of getting back to winning ways if they can avoid imploding in the fourth quarter. 

 
First win of the year for Junior Men  

 

Junior Men’s East  Midlands Development League 
Ilkeston “Outlaws”  58 – 87  Northants “Thunder” 

 

The Northants Thunder junior men recorded their first win of 2016 with a dominant performance against 
Ilkeston Outlaws. 
 

Northants were only able to field six players for the game but this didn’t stop them seizing the initiative from 
the first minute storming straight into an 11-2 lead fuelled by some excellent team defence disrupting 
Ilkeston's offense and forcing numerous turnovers. Thunder displayed some excellent ball movement on 
offence and their finishing was clinical with Ollie Thomas connecting with back to back three pointers, 
supported by some strong inside finishes by Jacob Killeya. Such was Thunder’s dominance that after that 
first quarter they had established a 23-7 lead.  
 

Despite the dominant start Thunder, were experiencing some foul problems with James Barden and Jake 
Nailer both moving on to three personal fouls early in the quarter. Ayo Oluyede was inspiring Thunder with 
a strong rebounding performance which resulted in consecutive close to the basket scores. This helped his 
team to win the second quarter 22-15 and set up a 45-22 half time lead. 
 

Coach Rob Crump’s half time message to his team was all about discipline on defence. Outlaws knew it was 
all or nothing in the second half and they were the more assertive of the two teams at the start of the third 
period of play and they were able to reduce the deficit to 35-50. Coach Crump was forced to call a time out 
and he sent his team back onto the floor employing a full court press. This had the effect of unsettling 
Outlaws who were forced into a number of turn overs from which the Northants team were able to capitalise 
and their effort was boosted by Jake Nailer’s three-pointers. 
 

Leading 66-42 going into the final quarter the main concern for Thunder was foul trouble with both Barden 
and Nailer picking up their fourth personals. Thunder showed great determination and discipline on defence 
and a 12-4 flurry at the end of the game with scores from Thomas, Nailer and Oluyede saw them home to a 
conclusive victory. Thunder were led in scoring by Ollie Thomas 24 points while Ayo Oluyede And Jacob 
Killeya scored 18 and 15 points respectively. 
 
 



Coach Crump commented "I am very happy for the team to pick up their first win of new year. I was 
particularly impressed with the team's commitment, discipline and composure throughout the game 
especially when we were struggling with foul trouble and having to compete against some physical play in 
the second half. Special mention should be given to Ayo Oluyede and Jacob Killeya who displayed good 
scoring performances" 

 
Poor final quarter sees Cadet Boys allows “Riders” a comeback win 

 
Under 16 Boys Midlands Development League 

Northants “Thunder”  58 – 81  Leicester “Riders” 
	

Going into the final period of this Midlands Development League contest Thunder and Riders were all tied at 
53 points all. Thunder playing once more with a small line up had held the initiative in the first half thanks to 
winning the first period of play 29-20. Hustling well the Northants boys set up a number of scoring 
opportunities with Ed Taylan pouring in 13 personal points 
 

The two teams exchanged baskets during the second period of play with Ainsley Reynolds popping up with a 
couple of vital scores. Both teams managed 13 points in that defence dominated quarter so Thunder went 
into half time holding a 42-33 advantage. 
 

In the third quarter Riders coach Mandy Payne decided to press the Thunder ball carriers and this resulted in 
a number of turn-overs leading to easy scores for the visitors. The Thunder cause wasn’t helped when Taylan 
got into foul trouble and was taken out of the game. Riders took the quarter by 20 points to 11 to tie the 
scores up at 53 all and setting up what appeared to be a grandstand finish. 
 

For the fourth quarter Riders went with a big line up and this was to prove too much for the undersized 
Thunder. A 13-2 burst at the start of the period followed by an 8-zero surge took the game away from 
Thunder who were guilty of far too many errors. Riders walked away with the final period 28-5 to put a 
rather unrealistic look to the final score in what had for three quarters been a highly competitive game. 
Thunder will be able to get revenge this weekend when the two teams clash again in a re-arranged fixture, 
this time in the new Riders Arena. 
 

In this week’s disappointing defeat Ed Tayland top scored with 19 points before fouling out, while Chris 
Amankonah and Josh Lloyd contributed 13 and 12 points respectively. 

 
Cadette girls hammered by “Wildcats”  

 

Under 16 Girls Premier Division North 
Northants “Lightning  23 - 108 Nottingham “Wildcats” 

 

Playing once again without key players, the Northants Lightning under 16 girls suffered another heavy 
defeat, this time at the hands of a talented Nottingham Wildcats team. 
 

The game was over as a contest at the end of the first period of play by which time Wildcats had established 
a 38 to 5 lead. Lightning could manage only another four points in the second quarter while Wildcats poured 
in 29 to establish a 67-9 half time lead. The visitors did ease off a little after the interval but still scored 41 
points to Lightning’s 14 to scrape home by 85 points. 
 

Through no fault of their own Lightning were forced to play with just seven players and credit should be 
given to those girls for battling to the end especially Hannah Davey who scored 10 of her teams 23 points 
 

“Hoods too strong for below par Under 14 Boys’  
 

Under 14 Boys Midlands Development League 
 Northants “Thunder”  46 – 79  Nottingham “Hoods” 

 

After making such an excellent start to 2016 the Northants under 14 boys slipped to another defeat last 
Saturday, this time against Nottingham Hoods. 
 

Despite playing without the services of the influential Jude Carmichael who was injured, Thunder were 
competitive in the first quarter but despite the efforts of the Northants boys Hoods edged the period 21-17. 
Both teams found scoring difficult at the start of the second quarter but as Coach Darijus Maldutis began to 
rotate his players Hoods were able to launch a 10-zero charge to seize the initiative.  
 



 
Thunder were finding it difficult to score close to basket but four three pointers boosted their efforts. Despite 
these scores from beyond the arc Hoods won the quarter 22-14 to lead 43-31 at half time.  
 

At the start of the third quarter Hoods were paying great attention to Thunder’s main scoring threats. These 
players were able to find open team mates but unfortunately shots were missed. With Thunder’ scoring 
drying up, Hoods were able to take the period 18-6 to set up a game winning 61-37 lead going into the final 
ten minutes of play. 
 

With the game out of their hands the Thunder players stuck gamely to their task despite one or two dubious 
decisions going against them and Hoods scoring with some speculative shots. The Nottingham team won the 
final period 18-9 to take a well deserved win against a Thunder team that never gave up. 
 

For the home team their youngest players Ashley Kitchen had four three pointers in his 18 point haul while 
Oliver Dominique battled hard for his 10 points and Connor White, Hashim Khan and Cameron Leighton all 
worked tirelessly for their team.    

 
“Lightning” second best to dominant “Swifts”  

 

Under 14 Girls East Midlands Development League 
Northants “Lightning”  50 - 114 Southend “Swifts” 

 

Southend Swifts boast one of the top girl’s programmes in the country and the Northants under 14 girls got a 
fist hand view of that strength last Saturday when they were beaten by 64 points by the Essex team. 
 

Lightning were hit by a Southend points avalanche in the first quarter when they were overwhelmed by 44 
points to 15. Things got a little better in the following three periods of play with Ony Onwumechili and Katie 
Dinnell battling hard for Lightning but for the most part the only way of stopping the points barrage was 
through illegal means with the Lightning girls very much on the wrong end of the foul count. 
 

Going into the fourth quarter Coach Shakespeare urged her players to keep going despite the heavy deficit 
and after six minutes of the period the score was 10-9 to Swifts before the visitors hit the Northants girls with 
a 12-zero closing salvo. 
 

In the heavy loss Onwumechili and Dinnell both scored 17 personal points and six other players were able to 
get on the score sheet. 
 

   
 

“Thunder” go down to “Titans” in Central Venue League clash 
 

Northants Hoopsterz Under 19 Central Venue League 
NEBC Titans   58 - 26  Northants Thunder 

 

Despite losing by over 32 points to an older and bigger Titans team, Thunder could take  a lot of positives 
away from this CVL game and the experienced gained will be valuable to the six players who played in the 
game. With the limited player rotation available, Thunder did tire towards the end of the game but they never 
gave up and could be proud of their efforts. 
 

Aaron Mutari, who was forced into ball handling duties really stepped up setting up his team’s half court 
offence and always hustling hard on defence. Ainsley Reynolds and Zinzan Oostenhuizen were able to 
create scoring opportunities to score.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
THIS WEEKEND’S ACTIVITIES 

Saturday 13th February 
    NO “Ballers” Session 
 

   11-45am  Junior Men versus Leicester “Warriors” 
         1-45pm    Cadette Girls versus Barrow “Thorns” 
       3-45pm  Senior Men versus Plymouth “Raiders II” 

 
These games will be played at the Northants Basketball Centre which is situated at 

Northampton School for Girls in Spinney Hill Road, Northampton NN3 6DG 
 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 
      Cadet Boys travel to Leicester “Riders” 
Sunday 14th February 
       Under 14 Girls travel to Norfolk “Inceni” 
      Under 14 Boys travel to Derby “Trailblazers II” 
    Cadet Boys travel to Leicester “Dynamite” 
        

 
For further information contact John Collins on 07801 533 151 


