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Play Off woe for Junior Men after loss to “Giants” 
 

Junior Men’s East Midlands Development League 
Northants “Thunder”  75 – 76  Mansfield “Giants” 

 

Last week we reported that the Northants junior men had reached the End of Season Play Offs on the basis of 
securing second place in the East Midlands Development League. It was then discovered that not all second 
placed teams would qualify. From the nine Development Leagues only seven spots were available with the 
percentage of wins and losses being the deciding factor. 
 

So all of a sudden last Saturday’s clash against Mansfield Giants and other results became critical. The 
previous week Thunder had beaten Mansfield by nine points in an enthralling game but on Saturday they 
were handicapped by the absence of the Nieva brothers, Carlo and David and team coach Rob Crump. Three 
under 16 players were drafted into the team and all three did extremely well and made significant 
contributions while the five remaining juniors were outstanding but in the end it wasn’t quite enough. 
  

With key players missing Thunder made a hesitant start to the game and found themselves trailing 36-44 at 
half time. Stand-in coach Johnny Yates called for a massive effort and thanks to some excellent pressure 
defence and good ball movement the Northants boys took the third quarter 23-16 to reduce the deficit to just 
one point at 59-60. During that third period of play Jacob Killeya, playing his last game for the club scored 
seven personal points and a Thunder victory looked to be on the cards. 

 

Optimism soared when an Ollie Thomas three-pointer gave Thunder the lead for the first time. Giants came 
roaring back and a 6-zero run saw them regain the lead but scores from James Barden and Shekina Ntumba 
gave Thunder the advantage at 75-72 with just over two minutes of the game remaining. Two converted free 
throws and a field goal from Burton took the visitors to 76 while Thunder remained scoreless and slipped to 
a heartbreaking one point defeat. 
  

In the disappointing loss Thunder’s scoring was led by Killeya with 21 points while Barden, Thomas and 
Ayo Oluyede all scored in double figures. 
 

“Thunder” storm to two wins in Central Venue League 
 

Northants Hoopsterz Under 15 Central Venue League 
 

With the National League finished Northants were able to field a strong team for the latest Hoosterz CVL 
with team manager, Andrew Gough able to put together a team that could well be representing the club in 
next season’s Cadet Boys League. 
 

Last Saturday Thunder proved to be far too strong for both Milton Keynes Speederz and Duston Hawks 
winning both games by substantial margins. For Thunder, Jude Carmichael and Tom Myers were impressive 
from the perimeter while Oliver Dominque was a powerful presence close to basket.  

 
 

END OF SEASON PRESENTATION EVENING 
  

With the conclusion of the National league season the Northants Club is now without games except for the 
Under 15 Central Venue League on 23rd April. 

 
There is one big event remaining on the calendar and that is the End of Season Presentation Evening when 
team coaches will present their award to a player in their team. In addition there will be Long Service Awards 

as well as the Penny Westwood “Fair Play” Award and the President’s Award. 
 

The Presentation Evening is on Wednesday 20th April and will take place in “Reload” at Northampton 
School for Girls from 6.30pm until 9.30pm 

    

 
For further information contact John Collins on 07801 533 151 


