
NORTHANTS BASKETBALL CLUB 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

 
Northants senior men win in double overtime thriller 

 
National Shield  Round 1 

Northants “Thunder”  (60 – 60) (70 – 70)  Nottingham “Hoods” 
             80 – 72 

 

The Northants “Thunder” senior men advanced to the 2nd Round of the National Shield after beating 2nd 
Division outfit Nottingham “Hoods” in a nail-biting double-overtime thriller. 
 
With more players registered “Thunder” took the floor with a stronger looking team than the one that had 
lost in the National Cup the previous week and they seized the early initiative against a “Hoods” team that 
seemed more intent on running their offences than actually scoring. With Johnny Yates scoring off a number 
of fast break attacks and Jacob Holt on hand to put back any missed shots “Thunder” jumped out to an early 
lead and held on to head the Nottingham team 24-18 after the first period of play. 
 
“Hoods” looked a lot more threatening in the second quarter and a 9-zero run midway through the quarter 
saw them take a 33-27 lead. A “Thunder” time out calmed things down and a 13-4 charge saw them leading 
40-37 at half time. 
 
The third quarter saw both teams struggling to score and there was a growing feeling that the visitors would 
gain the initiative. With scoring at a premium “Thunder” kept the game close thanks to some determined 
defence and they were able to take the period 10-8 to go into the final quarter with a narrow 50-45 lead. 
 
“Thunder’s” scoring drought continued during the last ten minutes of play and when “Hoods” opened the 
final period with a 10-4 run to take a 55-54 lead, things looked bleak for the Northants team. “Thunder” had 
other ideas however and a score from Beji Henry and two free throws from Adam Thomas saw them retake 
the lead. “Hoods” responded with a score on the limit of the shot clock, from their player coach Ben Stanley 
but a three-pointer from Yates and one free throw from Henry gave “Thunder” a three point lead. When 
“Hoods” regained possession with just seconds of the game remaining the smart thing to do would be foul 
and send someone to the free throw line so denying them the opportunity of making a three point shot. In the 
event “Thunder” played some passive defence and allowed “Hoods” to launch a buzzer beating shot from the 
deep corner to tie up the scores. 
 
There was a very real danger that the heads of the “Thunder” players would go down especially as their 
coach Grahame Yates, had to leave the game for a Cadet Boys game. Coaching duties were taken on by son 
Johnny whose first actions was to sit himself out of the game and a 6-zero flurry gave his team a 69-67 
advantage. “Hoods” responded again and a basket and a free throw from Parker gave them a 70-69 lead 
going into the final minute of play. “Thunder” mounted an offence and Holt was fouled whilst making a 
speculative jump shot. From the resulting free throws the “Thunder” forward missed the first but scored the 
second to send the game into a second period of overtime. 
 
Unlike “Thunder the Nottingham team reacted poorly to error they had committed and with three players 
fouling out of the game were very much second best in the second period of overtime. Despite being 
appalling from the free throw line, they missed no less than six shots from the charity stripe, “Thunder” won 
the period 10-2 to see off their 2nd Division opponents by 80 points to 72 and earn themselves a home tie 
against either Oxford “Stealers” or West Herts “Warriors” in the 2nd Round. 
 
In the gutsy win Johnny Yates top score with 19 points before taking up coaching duties, with good support 
coming from Jacob Holt and Danny Barrett with 18 and 15 points respectively. 
 

 

 
 



 
 

Nightmare final quarter costs Cadet Boys dear 
 

Cadet Men’s Midlands Development League 
NEBC “Titans” 72 -53  Northants “Thunder” 

 

Going into the final quarter of this Cadet Men’s game “Thunder” were still in contention despite trailing by 
eight points at 44-52. “Thunder” were trying to come to terms to playing without the services of Jacob 
Round and the injured Ed Wallhead but thanks to the scoring efforts of Josh Lloyd and Ed Taylan, and the 
rebounding power of Chris Amankonah had managed to stay in touch. In the event the final period of play 
turned out to be a nightmare for “Thunder” as they were outscored by 20 points to nine by “Titans”  
 
With both teams playing with new line ups the start of the game was a nervous affair but “Thunder” edged 
the first quarter 15-13 with Zak Kitchen scoring some vital baskets. “Titans” played with a lot more 
composure in the second quarter and for long periods “Thunder” went totally scoreless allowing their 
opponents to take a 30-25 half time lead. 
 
During the half time break, Coach Grahame Yates reminded his team to concentrate on the things they had 
been working on during practice but after a competitive ten minutes of play “Titans” had extended their lead 
by another three points to 52-44. Then came that nightmare final period of play which saw “Titans” run away 
with the game and so earn local bragging rights with the 72-53 win. 
 
In the 19 point loss Josh Lloyd and Ed Taylan both scored 15 points, Chris Amankonah and Zak Kitchen 
contributing 9 and 8 points respectively. This meant that 47 of “Thunder’s” 53 points had come from just 
four players. The team will need more contributions from the rest of the squad if they are to be successful 
this season. 

 
 
 

THIS WEEKEND’S ACTION 
 

Saturday 3rd October 
 9-30am to 11.00am Junior “Ballers” session 
 

 11-45am  Cadet Men versus Nottingham “Hoods”   
 

This game will be played at the Northants Basketball Centre in Spinney Hill Road, Northampton 
Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 

 

    Junior Men travel to Ilkeston “Outlaws” 
    Under 14 Boys travel to Leicester “Dynamite” 

     Under 14 Girls travel to Brentwood “Fire” 
 

Sunday 4th October 
    Senior Men travel to Loughborough Student “Riders”   
    Junior Men travel to Leicester “Warriros” 

       Cadet Women travel to Manchester “Mystics” 
 

 
For further information contact John Collins on 07801 533 151 


