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PRESS   RELEASE 

 
“Thunder” win in Birmingham thanks to a load of ‘junk’.  

 
Men’s National League Division 4 

(Midlands Conference) 
 

Birmingham “Mets II” 59 – 85  Northants “Thunder”  
 

The Northants senior men continued their mini-rival with a comfortable win over Birmingham 
“Mets II” last Saturday and are still in a position to claim 3rd place in the very competitive Midlands 
Conference. 
 

“Thunder’s” pre-game preparation was not helped by a hold up punctuated journey and when the 
game opened with a missed shot and a “Mets” score their coaching staff was well aware that the 
game was a potential ‘banana skin’. They needn’t have worried because their team responded with a 
14-2 charge inspired by two three-pointers from Sam Mennell and some excellent close to basket 
play from Jacob Holt and Richard Higgins. 
 

Both teams continued to score for fun during the period as “Thunder” took a 33-25 lead with 23 of 
“Mets” points coming from just two players prompting the players to suggest a combination 
defence which “Thunder” used for the best part of rest of the game. With Preware and Athanasios 
effectively shackled “Mets” struggled to score and were limited to just 10 second quarter points. 
Meanwhile, “Thunder” had also lost their ‘hot hand’ but were still able to extend their lead to 52-35 
at half time. 
 

The main danger to “Thunder” in the second half would be complacency but they continued to 
apply the Box-and-One and Triangle and Two defences cleverly once again restricting “Mets” to 10 
points but their offence once again spluttered and they could only managed to score 13 points 
themselves. “Thunder” were a much better offensive unit during the final period of play scoring 20 
points whilst they maintained their defensive efforts to run out winners by 65 points to 59.  
 

In the 26 point win the “Thunder” scoring was led by Holt with 23 points and he completed a triple 
double with 12 rebounds and 11 steals. All nine “Thunder” players contributed to the final total 
with Sam Mennell scoring 16 points and Richard Higgins 15.   
 
Coach, John Collins commented after the game, “I was given a lot of advice about combination, 
‘junk’ defences in a Greek bar, by Rudi D’Amico an American coach. We made a deal that I would 
send him a postcard every time I used one of his defences; trouble is I’ve lost his address. 
 

I was pleased with the way we applied ourselves today. I only wish we could have played like this 
in games immediately after our loss to Team Derby.” 
 
 
     

  



Under 16 Girls finish the season with a win 
 

Under 16 Girls National League 
(North Conference) 

Lancashire “Spinners”  47 – 58  Northants “Lightning” 
 

     
Under 14 Boys end season with a double. 

 
Under 14 Boys National League 

(Midlands West Conference) 
City of Birmingham “Rockets II” 62 – 71  Northants “Thunder” 

 

The Northants Thunder Under 14 Boys concluded their season on the road with a win against the 
City of Birmingham “Rockets” second string. 
 

Northants opened the game assertively with scores coming from Ashley Kitchen, Tom Greenfield 
and Kris Dambrauskas with their full court pressure defence taking them into a 10 point lead. 
C.O.B. were forced to take a time out and a more composed team returned to the floor and they  
managed to reduce the deficit to five points at 10-15 by the end of the quarter. 
 

“Thunder” became very unsettled in the second quarter as “Rockets” applied a full court press and 
denying “Thunder's” main ball handlers the ball. “Thunder” were also guilty of not converting on 
the break, but luckily back to back scores from Kitchen saw “Thunder” extend their lead to 32-22 
by half time. 
 

The third period of play proved to be a high scoring quarter. C.O.B. continued to disrupt 
“Thunder's” offences, and the Northants boys were guilty of relying too much on individual play as 
opposed to playing team offences. Back to back three-pointers from Malditus and Kitchen forced 
C.O.B. to apply more pressure on “Thunder’s” perimeter players and this allowed the opportunity 
for other “Thunder” players to penetrate to the basket.  
 

Thunder went into the final quarter leading 55-43 but “Rockets” made a strong start and they were 
able to reduce the lead to six points forcing “Thunder” coach, Rob Crump to call a time out. 
“Thunder” were also under pressure with both Malditus and Dambrauskas on four fouls and the 
team was encourage to display a stronger defensive effort denying scores close to basket and force 
perimeter shots. Some excellent execution by Thunder on the fast break saw consecutive scores to 
extend their lead into double digits. “Rockets” increased their defensive pressure but the “Thunder” 
players displayed some good game management in the final minutes to finish the season with a  
62-71 win led by 33 points from Ashley Kitchen. He was supported by Benas Malditus and Tom 
Greenfield who scored 16 and 12 points respectively. 
 

Coach Crump commented "It was pleasing to finish the season with a win. We were made to work 
for the victory and at times we failed to raise our level of play in a scrappy a game. The boys did a 
good job as a team to see the game out with some good game management" 
 

Under 12 Girls Invitational Tournament a great success 
 

National Invitational Under 12 Girls Tournament 
 

Last Saturday nine teams from as far away as Southend and Manchester braved the wintery 
conditions to travel to Northampton to play in a National Invitational Tournament organized by the 
Northants Basketball Club. 
 

The nine teams were placed in three and the first game on court proved to be an absolute thriller 
with the home club defeating Southend on the ‘gold basket’ rule. This win and a comfortable 
victory over Shenley took Northants into the top pool along with Manchester and Sheffield. 



 

In Pool ‘Z’ Brentwood proved too strong for Bucks and Shenley while in Pool ‘Y’ Ipswich got the 
better of Hounslow and Southend. 
 

The winners pool proved to be really exciting with Manchester comfortably beating Northants but 
then losing to Sheffield. With Sheffield looking  a little complacent Northants began to play their 
best basketball of the day and were able to edge the game 19-11 meaning that all three teams had 
won one and lost one of their games. If FIBA, points difference rules had been applied Sheffield 
would have come out on top ahead of Northants and Manchester but everyone agreed to call it a tie 
and accept that on the day basketball had been the winner.  
 

Tournament organizer, Karen Goodrich commented, “I’m absolutely delighted that almost 100 girls 
were able to enjoy games against girls of their own age. The atmosphere at the Basketball Centre 
has been wonderful all day and the quality of play has been very high.” 
 

  Pool ‘A’   Pool ‘X’   Final Standings 
Southend 19-21 Northants Northants 11-31 Manchester 1st = Manchester 
Southend  39-16 Shenley  Sheffield 31-17 Manchester         Northants 
Northants 34- 6 Shenley  Northants  19-11 Sheffield         Sheffield 

 

Pool ‘B’   Pool ‘Y’   4th    Ipswich 
Hounslow 24-36 Sheffield Southend 14-18 Ipswich  5th    Southend 
Hounslow 43-12 Bucks  Hounslow 11-31 Ipswich  6th    Hounslow 
Sheffield 54-  8 Bucks  Southend 16-10 Hounslow 7th    Brentwood     

Pool ‘C’    Pool ‘Z’   8th    Bucks 
Manchester 28-20 Brentwood Shenley   9-31 Brentwood 9th    Shenley 
Manchester 22-20 Ipswich  Bucks  11-39 Brentwood 
Brentwood 29-37  Ipswich  Shenley  11-19 Bucks  
  
 
 

THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTIVITIES 
 

Friday 23rd March 
   End of Season Presentation Evening 
 
Saturday 24th March 
 9-30 – 11-00am  Junior Ballers Session and Presentations 
        11-00am to 4-00pm National Invitational Under 13 Boys Tournament 
       5-00pm Senior Men versus Mansfield “Giants” 
      

The tournament and game will be staged at the Northants Basketball Centre which is based at  
Northampton School for Girls in Spinney Hill Road, Northampton 

 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE  
      

   Under 15 Boys CVL Tournament @ Northampton School for Boys 
 

Sunday 25th March 
     11-30am Under 16 Boys versus Shropshire “Warriors” 
       1-30pm Under 18 Boys versus City of Birmingham “Rockets” 
 

   Under 14 Girls travel to Oaklands “Wolves” 
    

For more information contact: John Collins on 07801 533 151 


