NORTHANTS BASKETBALL CLUB
PRESS RELEASE

Play Off News
Three teams from the Northants Club were involved in Play Off Quarter Final games last weekend; the Under 14 Girls beat Sheffield “Hatters” to reach the Final Fours, the Junior Women were beaten by Peckham “Pride” and the Cadette Women suffered a heartbreaking one point defeat at the hands of the same team
Super Under 14 Girls storm into the Final Fours
Under 14 Girls Play Off Quarter Final
Northants “Lightning”

50 -43

Sheffield “Hatters”
A superb contribution of 35 points from Holly Winterburn plus some determined team defence saw the Northants under 14 girls beat a well drilled Sheffield “Hatters” team and earn a place at the Final Fours.

Games between the Northants and Sheffield clubs have historically been close run things and this contest certainly fitted that mould. From the opening minutes the game looked to be a contrast between the individual talents of Winterburn for Lightning and the more balanced team play of Hatters. 12 points from Winterburn including a buzzer-beating three pointer saw Lightning edge the first quarter 14-10 but it was obvious this was going to be a real ‘nail biter’.

Hatters displayed some excellent team basketball at the start of the second period of play outscoring the home side 10-4 to take a 20-18 lead but then Winterburn once again broke loose with eight points to give her team a 26-21 half time advantage.

Sheffield coach, Lorraine Gayle was insisting that her players did everything in their power to stop Winterburn getting the ball and this proved to be very successful in the third quarter. The Northants coaching staff made an adjustment which saw Bahira Bavukat and Tia Dunward-Allen ball handling and they were able to get the ball to Winterburn in the forward position. Holly responded with 10 personal points but Hatters were able to edge the period 14-13 so closing the gap to four points at 35-39 going into the final period of play.

The Sheffield girls continued to play tough defence on Winterburn who was restricted to just five points in the final ten minutes. In a low scoring quarter with an animated crowd cheering themselves hoarse, scores from Bavukat, Dunward-Allen and Odera Onwumechilli allied to some outstanding defence saw Lightning take the quarter 11-8 to record a 50 point to 43 win and a place in the Final Fours.

Coach Stacey Shakespeare ecstatic about her team’s performance commenting, “Obviously Holly (Winterburn) is a key payer for us but the effort given by the rest of the squad has been absolutely magnificent.”

The Final Fours will be held on Saturday 2nd May at the E.I.S. in Sheffield where Lightning will face Hounslow Hawks. 
The Club will be running a bus to the coach cost £5 to non-players. Anyone interesting in travelling to the event should contact Karen Goodrich on 07702 263 813
Peckham too strong for Junior Women
Junior Women’s Play Off Quarter Final

Northants “Lightning”

41 – 52

Peckham “Pride”

The Northants junior women slipped to a disappointing defeat to an athletic Peckham Pride team at the Basketball Centre last Saturday. 

The two teams looked evenly matched in the first two periods of play with the scores locked at 24 all at half time. For Lightning, Stephanie Ogden had scored 13 personal points while Sarah Round had netted three three-pointers. 
Pride had obviously done their homework and during the next 20 minutes of play, Lightning could only score a further seven, baskets only one of them from inside the paint. There is a saying in basketball which goes, “Live and die by the jump shot”; and in this game Lightning certainly died by the jump shot. Throughout the game their defence remained solid but they were unable to get into their running game while Peckham with the 6 feet 3 inch Iri Ozzy-Monodow and athletic guard Chayenne Scott offered far more threats. The visitors outscored Lightning 28-17 in the second half to the take the game by 52 points to 41 to earn themselves a place in the Final Fours.

For Lightning Ogden and Round dominated their team’s scoring with 15 and 14 points apiece

Last minute score brings heartbreak to Cadette Women
Under 16 Girls Play Off  Quarter Finalst Round

Northants “Lightning”

46 -47

Peckham “Pride”
With Peckham leading by nine points midway through the third period of play in this Play Off quarter final game, it looked as if the Northants under 16 girls would be following their junior women out of the Play Offs. A defensive switch up kept Pride to just four further points while Lightning managed 10 taking the score to 39-35 going into the final quarter. It also set up one of the most exciting finishes ever seen at the Basketball Centre.
Going into the final period of play both teams had adopted combination defences but when Ruchae Walton scored with a breakaway lay up and converted two free throws Lightning led for the first time since the second minute of the game. With Lighting holding a slender 46-45 lead Peckham got the ball inside to the 

6 feet 3 inch Ozzy-Monodou and she was fouled but missed the resulting free throws. The same player then blocked Walton as she attempted to put her team up by three points. Pride advanced the ball up court and got it to the athletic Edwards left handed Edwards, on the right side of the court the small forward drove inside onto her favoured left hand and scored with a hook lay up to put her team up 47-46. She was also fouled taking her to the free throw line with Lightning planning to take a time out to advance the ball up court and run an out of bounds play, if she scored. In the event she missed the free throw leaving Lightning just a few seconds to get away a shot but they turned the ball over and Peckham had got a place in the Final Fours.
Earlier Peckham with a team containing several players from the side that had beaten the Northants junior women the previous day, edged the first three periods of play before that exciting and ultimately heartbreaking final quarter.

In the one point defeat Ruchae Walton recorded a remarkable double-double of 20 points and 10 rebounds including a perfect ten from ten from the free throw line. Excellent support came from Sarah Round and Cailtin Stewart with eight points apiece, the undersized Stewart also pulling down eight rebounds while Round did an outstanding defensive job on Peckham’s talented guard, Chayenne Scott. Cat Askham, Abi Hobbs and rookie Holly Winterburn pressed into service as a ‘big’, did a great job defending Ozzy-Monodou. 

Coach Karen Goodrich was full of praise for the effort given by all her players, “I was so proud of the girls, they gave absolutely everything. This was one of those games when neither team deserved to win but that’s what sport is about and they couldn’t have given me any more in terms of effort and commitment.”
FORTHCOMING  ACTION
Friday 24th April

 
7-15 pm

End of Season Presentation Evening

   



Northampton School for Girls
Saturday 25th April
 
10-00am until 2pm
Bag Pack

  



ASDA Superstore Kingsthorpe

Saturday 2nd May

  
12 noon

Under 14 Girls versus Hounslow “Hawks”
Play Off Semi Final





England Institute of Sport, Sheffield

For further information contact John Collins on 07801 533 151
