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PRESS   RELEASE 
 

Last weekend teams from the Northants Basketball Club played eight 
Cup and Conference games managing to win just one of them 

 
“Thunder” are beaten in the National Cup by London United despite improved 

performance.  
 

National Cup Round 1 
London United  88 -66   Northants “Thunder”  

 

Despite suffering a 22 points loss the Northants senior men travelled home with lots of positives 
from their performance against a good Division 2 team. 
 

After a sluggish first quarter which saw them trailing 11-21, “Thunder” were competitive for the 
rest of the game and actually outscored their opponents in the final period of play finally going 
down by 22 points.  
 

The positives came from some good personal performances with Jake Wyatt and rookie Hayden 
Alcindor both recording double doubles while Terrell Salmon and Richard Higgins both battled 
hard and Matt Yates was his usual combative self. Possibly more important was the fact that the 
team was able to execute their half court offences with much more efficiency than the previous 
week while their transition offence was much more disciplined. 
 

This weekend “Thunder” plays their first Conference game of the season and will hope to welcome 
back Jacob Holt and Jason Tucker to their line up.  

 

Tough weekend for Junior Men with two losses 
 

Under 18 Boys Midlands Premier League 
Northants “Thunder”  46 – 96  Team Birmingham “Elite” 

 

For many reasons the Northants junior men want to forget this game. Not only did they lose the 
contest by 50 points to a team boasting just seven players, and were destroyed 37-2 in an eight 
minute spell on either side of the third and fourth periods of play; they were also guilty of picking 
up four technical fouls. 
 

Down 8-25 after the first quarter, “Thunder” pulled themselves in the second period of play winning 
it 24-16 to reduce the deficit to 32-41 and giving their supporters hopes of a comeback win. These 
hopes were dashed at the start of the third quarter as Team Birmingham outscored them 11-2 and 
closed the period with a 13-zero charge. 
 

The carnage continued in the final quarter with “Thunder” going scoreless for fully eight minutes 
against the visitors zone defence. 
 

“Thunder finally went down by 46 points to 96 with only Ed Wallhead and Aaron Mutari getting 
into double figures with 16 and 10 points respectively. The team chose to play in the Premier 
League and after suffering this heavy defeat they know that a lot of hard work will be required if 
they are to be competitive. 



Under 18 Boys National Cup Round 1 
Canterbury “Crusaders” 103 – 57 Northants “Thunder” 

 

Twenty four hours after their heavy defeat against team Birmingham a short-handed “Thunder” 
team made the long trip to Kent for a National Cup game against Canterbury “Crusaders”. The 
shell-shocked group was soon under the cosh against the academy team who employed an 
aggressive full court press which forced numerous “Thunder” turn-overs and easy scores from the 
home side who lead 61-25 at half time. 
 

“Thunder” were finding it difficult to defend in one versus one situations and “Crusaders” extended 
their lead to 81-34 by the end of the third period of play. There was some respite for the Northants 
boys in the final quarter as “Crusaders reduced their pressure and “Thunder” were able to take the 
period 23-22 to give themselves some relief on the return journey. 
 

In the heavy defeat Ed Wallhead top scored with 20 points, good support coming from Zac Dixon, 
Jamal Jack and Aaron Mutari who all scored in double figures      

 
 

Weekend of mixed fortunes for Cadet Boys 
 

Under 16 Boys Midlands West Conference 
Coventry “Tornadoes”  35 – 71  Northants “Thunder” 

 

The Northants Thunder under 16 boys secured their first win of the season after an emphatic win 
over Coventry Tornadoes. 
 

An energetic “Thunder” opened the quarter displaying some good execution on the fast break with 
scores from Peachey, Kitchen and Berry. This was complimented with some confident shooting 
behind the perimeter which saw Thunder nail four 3 pointers, with three coming from Ashley 
Kitchen earning a 9-20 lead by the end of the quarter. 
 

“Thunder” continued to show their dominance in the second quarter displaying some good full court 
pressure offense panicking the “Tornadoes” offense. Thunder visited the free throw line on ten 
occasions, but were guilty of missing six of those free throws. Even so “Thunder” led 39-17 at half 
time, allowing Coach Crump to experiment with a bigger line up with the front court of Peachey, 
Athunwya and Litsai in the third quarter. This line up provided a stronger presence on the boards. 
Litsai and Kitchen both help to extend “Thunder’s” lead with further scores behind the arch, whilst 
strong defence limited the West Midlands side to two field goals, as “Thunder” extended their lead 
to 56-21 going into the final quarter. 
 

“Thunder” continued to demonstrate their efficient shooting behind the arch with Kitchen extending 
his tally to five, whilst Solazzo made it eight 3 pointers for team late in the quarter. Despite 
Thunder’s dominance, “Tornadoes” applied some full court pressure rattling “Thunder” in the 
backcourt in the later stages of the game.  
 
In the comfortable win “Thunder” were led in scoring by Ashley Kitchen with 17 points including 
five 3 pointers. He was well supported by good performances from Grigori Litsai and Henri Berry 
who scored 14 and 11 points respectively. 
 

Coach Crump commented “This was a more confident team displayed today, whilst it was pleasing 
to see some efficient shooting behind the arch nailing eight 3 pointers. However, we must learn to 
transfer and build on this performance against stronger opposition upcoming”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Under 16 Boys National Cup Round 1 
Northants “Thunder”  42 – 129 Oaklands “Wolves” 

 

Thunder exited the National Cup against Oaklands “Wolves” with the visitors proving to be far too 
strong for the home side.  
 

“Thunder”, who were hindered by only being able to field eight players, struggled straight from the 
start with “Wolves” applying strong pressure defense which had “Thunder” rushing and panicking 
on offence. “Thunder” struggled to match up with the “Wolves” and were forced to employ a zone 
defense, but they still trailed 5-31 at the end of the first quarter. 
 

“Wolves” out rebounded “Thunder” throughout the first half, with the Northants boys guilty of not 
boxing out the opposition and this allowed “Wolves” to extend their lead to 62-16 at half time.  
 

By now “Thunder” were left with only pride to play for but the Oaklands full court press continued 
to disrupt them although a jump shot from Solazzo and a lay-up on the fast break did spark some 
energy into “Thunders” performance. 
 

Despite leading by as many as 80 points in the fourth quarter; “Wolves” continued to apply their 
full court pressure against a fatigued and defeated Thunder. 
 

In the heavy defeat “Thunder” were led in scoring by Grigori Litsai with 11 points supported by 
Ashley Kitchen with 9 points. 
 

Coach Crump commented “It is always tough competing with teams in the Premier Division, 
especially when shorthanded only being able to field eight players. I have to commend the team for 
showing courage and resilience to keep going in the later stages of the game when down by 80+ 
points and still having to compete a against a full court press”.  

 
“Trojans” too big for Under 14 Boys 

 
Under 14 Boys Midlands West Conference 

Northants “Thunder”  44 – 80  Milton Keynes “Trojans” 
 

Milton Keynes arrived at the Basketball Centre last Saturday with just seven players, four of them 
taller than any player in the “Thunder” team. The Northants boys knew they were in for a tough 
game and so it proved as they struggled to contain the superior height of “Trojans”. “Thunder” were 
competitive in the first period of play with Benas Maldutis playing with a great deal of spirit, and 
were in contact at 16-21. 
 

In the second quarter “Trojans” talented guard took control of the game and his 11 personal points 
added to a number of put back points saw Milton Keynes pull out to 41-24 half time lead. 
 

“Trojans” were employing a Pick and Roll tactic with “Thunder” trying to counter this by switching 
players but this often resulted in small players like Jack Lemon and Adam Haider matching up 
against opponents four times their weight. “Thunder” continued to battle hard with Jaffrey Haider 
and Dyland Dominic making some excellent moves against their bigger opponents. 
 

In the heavy defeat Maldutis top scored with 16 points well supported by Haider and Dominic with 
nine points apiece.     
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
  

“Lightning” knocked out of National Cup by local rivals 
 

Under 16 Girls  National Cup Round 1 
Northamptonshire “Titans”  72 - 61  Northants “Lightning  

 

The Northants under 16 girls exited the National Cup at the first hurdle after being beaten by local 
rivals Northamptonshire “Titans” after a close run and competitive encounter. “Lightning’s” loss 
had a lot to do with a poor third quarter which they lost 7-22. 
 



This came after “Lightning” had made a strong start to the game jumping out to a 23-17 lead after 
the first period of play. “Titans” battled back in the second quarter which they took 18-12 to tie the 
scores up at 35 all at half time. 
 

Then came that poor third quarter which left “Lightning” trailing 42-57, with a great deal to do if 
they were advance to the 2nd Round of the Cup. Despite several players being in foul trouble, 
“Lightning” mounted a spirited fight back winning the final period 19-15 but it was a case of too 
little too late. 
 

In the 11 point loss Poppy Barnett top scored with 19 points well supported by Dina Kosnikovska 
with 13.  

 
Under 14 Girls just fail to hang on against County Upper 

 
Under 14 Girls Midlands East Conference 

County Upper “Wolves” 61 – 60  Northants “Lightning” 
 

The Northants Under 14 girls suffered a heartbreaking one point defeat at the hands of County 
Upper “Wolves” last weekend and also had to endure two nightmare journeys along the A14. 
 

“Lightning” were able to pull out to a 38-27 half time lead with seven players contributing to their 
points tally. Led by their talented guard Kent, “Wolves” were able to tie the third period of play 15 
all before mounting a final charge in the fourth quarter. Despite this “Lightning” had their chances 
to win the game but were guilty of some poor shot selection but thought they had stolen the game 
when Fiona Arthur stole the ball and scored only to be called for a foul. 
 

In the one point loss Lightning’s” scoring was led by Arthur and Leisha Burgess with 13 points 
apiece while Lucie Wilson-Grey contributed 11 points.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

THIS WEEKEND’S ACTIVITIES 
 

Saturday 6th October  
   9.30-11.00am Junior "Ballers" Session 

 

   There are no games at the Basketball Centre today. 
 

   Under 16 Boys travel to City of Birmingham “Rockets II” 
     Under 14 Boys travel to Northamptonshire “Titans” 
     Under 13 Girls travel to Nottingham “Wildcats” 
 
Sunday 30th September 

  1.00pm Senior Men versus Charnwood “Riders” 
 

This game and will be played at the Northants Basketball Centre which is situated at  
Northampton School for Girls in Spinney Hill road, Northampton 

 

Spectators are welcome and admission is FREE 
 

    Under 12 Girls travel to Derby to play Derby “Trailblazers” and Leeds “Force” 
 

For more information on this Press Release contact: John Collins on 07801 533 151 


