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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Johnny the hero as “Thunder” ‘down’ LTBC for comeback win 
 

Men’s Division 3 (South Conference) 
Northants “Thunder”  65 – 62  Middlesex L.T.B.C. 

 

With a 21-7 scoreline in favour of the Lithuanians from Middlesex after the first period of play 
things looked pretty bleak for the Northants senior men. It says a lot about the character of the 
2016 “Thunder” team that were able to re-group and battled their way back into the contest 
during the second quarter. They took the period 18-7 to get the score back to 25-28 at half time 
and it was ‘game on’. 
 

In an increasingly tetchy third quarter a 15-7 surged by LTBC including three, three-pointers saw 
the initiative swing back to the visitors at 51-41. That ten point lead was extended to 12 at the 
start of the final stanza. What happened over the next five minutes was quite remarkable. An 
LTBC player was given a technical foul with the resulting free throw coolly converted by Adam 
Thomas. From the possession Antonio Sarrio scored from inside the paint and suddenly 
“Thunder” held the initiative. 
 

The home side proceeded to outscore their opponents 15-2 to edge ahead 58-57, but a trey from 
Antanovius took the visitors back into the lead. The two teams exchanged scores before Richard 
Higgins nailed a mid-range jumper to bring the scores level at 62 all. “Thunder” were then called 
for a foul resulting in free throws for LTBC but Slimas froze at the line and missed both shots. 
“Thunder” were able to regain possession with 18 seconds of the game remaining, and the ball 
was advanced to Jacob Holt who drove to basket but finding himself surrounded by defenders 
‘kicked’ the ball to the unmarked Johnny Yates on the deep perimeter. Without hesitation the 
“Thunder” skipper launched a shot which found all net as the game ending buzzer sounded. 
 

The cascade of players and supporters onto the court was evidence of the relief at the comeback 
win which should give the team a lot of confidence going into their National Shield match against 
local rival Northants “Taurus”. 
 

In the nail biting three point win the ever improving Richard Higgins top scored for “Thunder” 
with 14 points; good support coming from Johnny and Matt Yates with 13 points apiece, 
 

Short handed Junior lose to Team Birmingham 
 

Junior Men’s Midlands Conference 
Northants “Thunder”  52 – 59  Team Birmingham “Elite” 

 

Despite missing three key players the Northants junior men went into this Midlands Conference 
game against Team Birmingham Elite full of optimism.  That optimism was firmly dispelled as 
they went fully three minutes before opening their account. During the first ten minutes of play 
“Thunder” were guilty of missing numerous scoring opportunities as well as free throws and 
consequently they found themselves trailing 14-10 after the first quarter. 
 

The second quarter was a dour low scoring affair with both teams managing just ten points as 
“Thunder” went through another three minute scoring drought. 
 



In the third quarter both teams found scoring easier and a late “Thunder” run with scores from 
David Nieva, Shekina Ntumba and Taylan got the score back to 38-44. After conceding a basket 
and a free throw, “Thunder” got back on track and an 8-zero run saw them close to 46-47 with the 
possibility of a win well on the cards. In the event the West Midlanders were able to close the 
game out at 59-52 with the Northants boys left to contemplate 13 missed free throws and six 
scoreless minutes. 
 

In the seven point loss, Nieva top scored for “Thunder” with 17 points, good support coming 
from Ntumba and Taylan with 14 and 10 points respectively. 

 
‘Breakdown’ Cadets lose to “Hoods” 

 
Cadet Men’s East Midlands Conference 

Nottingham “Hoods”  66 – 63  Northants “Thunder” 
 

Sitting in a broken down mini-bus in the middle of Nottingham for thirty minutes is hardly the 
best preparation for a National League game but that’s what happened to the Northants cadet 
boys last Saturday. A sudden fuel supply failure saw the team being ‘rescued’ by parents and 
officials from the “Hoods” club and the game started without the presence of “Thunder” coach, 
John Collins. By the time Collins arrived his team was leading by four points and this was 
extended to six by the end of the first period of play. 
 

Thanks to some excellent play by Josh Lloyd and Chris Amankonah this lead was extended to 
eight points in the second quarter but it came at a price. The dynamic Amankonah was ‘called’ 
for a charging foul to take him onto four and Collins was forced to with draw him from the game. 
 

Leading 33-25 at half time Collins was forced to use Amankonah sparingly and with the usually 
effective Ed Wallhead well contained by the “Hoods” defence points were at a premium for 
“Thunder”. What they lacked at the offensive end the Northants boys made up for with spirited 
defence restricting their opponents to just 13 points in the quarter. 
 

Going into the final period “Thunder” led 47-38 but by now fatigue was beginning to set in and 
with Amankonah’s defensive efforts restricted Hoods’, Burrows and Parker began to cut loose 
and took their team into the lead. Lloyd responded for “Thunder” with a three-pointer and a 
clever score from an out of bounds play but Burrows was once again allowed to go one versus 
one for the score which gave the home side victory and see “Thunder” slip to their first loss of the 
season. 
 

In the three point loss Lloyd top scored with 26 points while Amankonah contributed 14 but no 
other “Thunder” player could score in double figures. 

 
“Bears” too strong for Under 14 Boys 

 
Under 14 Boys East Midlands II Conference 

Northants “Thunder”  52 – 75  Worcester “Bears” 
 

The Northants “Thunder” under boys were looking to bounce back from their first defeat of the 
season at the hands of local rivals “Titans” when they took on Worcester “Bears” at the 
Basketball Centre last Saturday. 
.  

Very little separated the two teams in the first quarter which saw “Thunder” displaying some 
good full court defence forcing “Bears” to rush their offence.  Despite this the visitors took a 
narrow lead with “Thunder” guilty of missing several easy scores on the break. Back to back 
scores from Jonathan Ntumba reduced the lead to 6-9 before debutant Patrick Adedeji 



energised the Thunder offence, coming off the bench to score 4 out of 6 free throws after being 
fouled on some strong drives to the basket.   
“Bears” mounted a 9-zero surge early in the second quarter to seize the initiative; with 
“Thunder” guilty of turning over the ball on a number of occasions through some poor passes. 
Coach Rob Crump was forced to take a time out and when they returned to the floor “Thunder” 
were far more composed on offence but they were unable to make key ‘stops’ at the end of the 
quarter and “Bears” went into the locker room at half time leading 36-25. 
 

At the start of the third period of play “Thunder” made a big effort to disrupt the “Bears” offence 
which was being cleverly organised by their guard Solvason. This was partially successful with 
scores from Jonathan Ntumba and Thomas Greenfield kept “Thunder” in contention but they 
were then hit by a 14-zero “Bears” run which increased their lead to an imposing 52-29. Scores 
from Ashley Kitchen and Evaldas Kisielius along with a brace of baskets from Jonathan Ntumba 
helped to reduce the deficit to 19 points by the end of the quarter but at 37-56 down the Northants 
boys had the proverbial mountain to climb.  
 

Coach Crump asked his team to try and reduce the visitor’s lead to single figures in the first five 
minutes of the final quarter of the game. His team hustled well but they were guilty of failing to 
stop “Bears” and the well drilled Worcester outfit went on to record a well deserved win by 75 
points to 52. 
 

In the 23 point loss, “Thunder” were led in scoring by Jonathan Ntumba with 21points well 
supported by debutant Patrick Adedeji with a promising 14 points. 
  
Coach Crump commented “Credit must go to Worcester Bears who played some good team 
basketball. Our target in the first quarter was to rectify the costly errors from last week which the 
boys showed an improvement against one of stronger teams in our Conference”  
“It was disappointing to lose all four quarters, especially the first quarter when we missed too 
many high percentage shots that would have provided us with a lead giving us a mental edge for 
the rest of the game. However, the significant downfall today was on defence; as much as we 
develop an enthusiasm to play offense, as a team we must generate the same eagerness to stop 
teams scoring on the break and help off the ball against dribble penetration.”  
   

Under 14 Girls lose in overtime 
 

Under 14 Girls East Conference 
Northants “Lightning”  53 – 55  Bucks “Hornets” 

          (49 - 49) 
 

Leading 39-30 going into the last quarter a first victory of the season looked to be on the cards for 
the Northants under 14 girls. “Lightning” had narrowly won the pervious three periods of play 
thanks to the scoring efforts of Dina Kosnikovska and Lucy Needham allied to some determined 
defence. 
 

With victory looming, “Lightning” seemed to freeze whilst “Hornets” began to look more and 
more confident. The Northants girls went five minutes scoring just two free throws but when 
Needham converted a lay up to put her team 49-45 ahead the win seemed a certainty. “Hornets” 
had other ideas however, and two sweet jumpers from Ross drew the two teams level and took the 
game into overtime. 
 

During the overtime period “Lightning” were outscored 6-4 missing four free throws as the 
visitors clinched the win at 55-53. 
 

For “Lightning” Needham scored 25 points and Kosnikovska 19 while Sade Chambers 
contributed six points and rebounded well. Coach, Janis Kosnikovska was pleased with his team’s 



defensive effort and felt that improvement has been made since the start of the season but was 
less pleased with the fact that his players missed an alarming 24 free throws.   

   

Mixed fortunes for “Thunder” in Central Venue League 
 

Northants “Hoopsterz” Central Venue League 
Kettering “Phoenix”  12 – 24  Northants “Thunder” 
Milton Keynes “Speederz” 30 -14  Northants “Thunder” 
Market Harborough  18 -10  Northants “Thunder” 

 

With only six players available this was always going to be a tough day for the Northants 
“Thunder” players and so it proved. 
 

The team started with a good win against Kettering “Phoenix” but were then well beaten by a 
very big Milton Keynes “Speederz” team. With no break between games “Thunder” did well to 
stay level with Market Harborough during the first half of their next game but as fatigue set in 
Harborough were able to close the game out. 
 

Team manager, Andrew Gough was full of praise for the efforts of his players and made 
particular mention of the leadership of James Reid. 
 
 
 

THIS  WEEKEND’S  ACTIVITIES 
 

Saturday 22nd October 
   9.30am-11.00am  No Junior Ballers Session 
     

There are no games at the Northants Basketball Centre this week. 
   
       Juunior Men travel to Shropshire “Warriors 
     Under 14 Boys travel to Ilkeston “Outlaws” 
 
Sunday 23rd October 
       Senior Men travel to Northants “Taurus” (National Shield) 
     

 


